
Bold colored text indicates a live 
link. Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit ideas.
demco.com/category/blog/.

Holiday

Celebration

Birthday

“Time spent in the library 
adds to one’s wealth as a 
writer or artist.”  
— Floyd Cooper
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Set out supplies in your 
makerspace or craft 
area and show kids how 
to make Paper Tree 
Christmas Ornaments by 
Living a Better Life.

Read a New Book 
Month: Encourage young 
readers to check out an 
author or genre they’ve 
never read before.

Dewey Decimal System 
Day: Melville Dewey was 
born on this day in 1851. 
Read The Great Dewey Hunt 
by Toni Buzzeo and put 
together a themed activity 
from Little Library Learners.

Get ready for the holiday 
season by exploring some 
creative Christmas library 
displays on Pinterest.

Universal Human Rights 
Month: Inspire kids to 
write personal pledges 
using resources from 
Youth for Human Rights. 
Proudly display the finished 
products around the library. 

Jan Brett’s Birthday: Read 
The Mitton and encourage 
kids to use Jan’s Birthday 
Calendars to keep track 
of friends’ and family 
members’ birthdays.

Cotton Candy Day: Cotton 
candy was once known as 
fairy floss. Share this fun 
fact and more with the 
Invention of Cotton Candy 
video from Dr. Bionics and 
Peekaboo Kidz.

Computer Science 
Education Week begins: 
Nurture problem-solving, 
logic, and creativity in kids 
by organizing an Hour of 
Code event.

Bathtub Party Day: Read 
Pigeon Takes a Bath by Mo 
Willems and help kids make 
easy bath time crafts as a 
holiday gift. 

Take kids on a Reindeer 
field trip to discover the 
Tsaatan people of Northern 
Mongolia. Challenge 
them to complete a flying 
reindeer STEM challenge 
from The Educators’ Spin 
On It.

Las Posadas begins: 
Read Tomi dePaola’s 
picture book The Night 
of Las Posadas and share 
the beauty of this nine-
day Mexican holiday with 
Celebrating Las Posadas!

Grace Hopper’s Birthday: 
Read Grace Hopper: Queen 
of Computer Code by Laurie 
Wallmark and follow in the 
mathematician’s footsteps 
with Wallmark’s STEM 
activities.

Happy Book Birthday to  
I Am Brave!, the next book 
in the Princess Truly series 
by Kelly Greenawalt.

Bill of Rights Day: 
Commemorate the first 
10 amendments using 
Ben’s Guide to the U.S. 
Government. Organize a 
civil debate about which 
addition kids think is most 
important and why.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Fergus and Zeke and the 
100th Day of School by 
Kate Messner.

Poinsettia Day: Read The 
Legend of the Poinsettia 
by Tomi DePaola to learn 
more about December’s 
birth flower and create 
poinsettia crafts for kids 
by First Palette. 

Christmas Day: Listen 
to Santa Bruce by Ryan 
Higgins to remind readers 
young and old of the true 
spirit of the holiday.

Christmas Eve: Read The 
Night Before Christmas using 
the Novel Effect app to 
bring this cozy story to life 
with jingle bells, reindeer, 
and “ho, ho, ho.”

New Year’s Eve: Share 
the countdown of another 
country where New Year’s 
Day arrives earlier. Find a 
recipe for a popular local 
dish that families can make 
together.

Write to a Friend Month: 
Put out paper and pencils 
and ask kids to write a 
holiday letter to a friend 
who lives in another city.

Jane O’Conner’s 
Birthday: Prepare to 
ring in the New Year with 
Party Tips and Activities 
inspired by Fancy Nancy.

Safe Toys and Gifts 
Month: Encourage  
families to explore safe 
toy options with their  
kids to make informed  
and healthy decisions  
this holiday season.

Hi Neighbor Month:  
Read Hello, Neighbor:  
The Kind and Caring  
World of Mister Rogers  
by Matthew Cordell. 
Encourage children to do 
something nice for someone 
and “pay it forward.”

Winter Solstice: The 
first day of winter is the 
shortest day of the year. 
Show kids how to graph 
the sunrise and sunset 
for the days in December. 

Happy Book Birthday to 
Honest June by Tina Wells, 
illustrated by Brittney Bond.

Go Caroling Day: Arrange a 
caroling party and end the 
event with hot chocolate 
and marshmallows.

Erin Stead’s Birthday: Read 
A Sick Day for Amos McGee. 
Hand out rubber stamps and 
paints to encourage kids to 
create their own artwork in 
this style.

Goa Liberation Day: 
Commemorate the day 
that Indian armed forces 
freed Goa from 450 years of 
Portuguese rule by listening 
to songs in the Sugam 
Sangeet genre.

Kwanzaa begins: Read 
Li’l Rabbit’s Kwanzaa 
by Donna Washington to 
bring this African-American 
holiday to life. It celebrates 
family, community, and 
culture over seven days.

Violin Day: Read Itzhak:  
A Boy Who Loved the Violin 
by Tracy Newman. Share 
a Sesame Street video 
that showcases the world-
renowned violinist.

Universal Human Rights Month   |   Read a New Book Month   |  Safe Toys and Gifts Month   |  Write to a Friend Month   |   Hi Neighbor Month

Answer the Phone Like 
Buddy the Elf Day: 
Whenever your phone rings 
say, “Buddy the Elf, what’s 
your favorite color?” Ask 
kids to pretend to call each 
other and do the same.
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