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On Grandparents Day, 
tell your child a funny 
story about one of her 
grandparents.

On Cheese Pizza Day, 
make mini pizzas 
and talk about what 
happens to the cheese 
as it bakes.

While grocery 
shopping, have your 
child help you read 
your grocery list.

It’s Talk Like a Pirate 
Day! How long can  
you and your child  
talk like pirates?

Look at pictures in 
magazines and have 
your child say the 
words for the objects 
in each picture.

Put together a puzzle 
with your child.

Make puppets out of 
paper bags and put on 
a puppet show.

Choose a subject  
like birds or cars. 
Together, find a book 
about that subject.

Gather popsicle sticks 
and glue or Q-tips and 
masking tape. Help you 
child build the tallest 
structure she can for 
Skyscraper Day.

Sing the words  
to a familiar song  
to the tune of a 
different song.

Point to an object and 
ask your child to say 
the name for it and 
a word that rhymes 
with it.

Talk about how the 
sounds you hear in the 
fall are different from 
the sounds you hear 
during the summer.

It’s National Ants on 
a Log Day. Make this 
healthy snack together 
and count how many 
“ants” (raisins) you add 
to each.

Make up songs to sing 
about everyday tasks 
like making breakfast 
or going to the store.

Cut out or draw pictures 
of rhyming objects. 
Have your child sort 
them into pairs or 
groups that rhyme.

Have your child color  
a picture using 
different shades of  
his favorite color.

Choose a letter. Have 
your child find as many 
objects as he can that 
start with that letter.

On Play-Doh Day, 
have your child  
make letters out  
of play dough.

It’s Teddy Bear Day! 
Have your child gather 
his teddy bears and 
stuffed animals, and 
hold a slumber party 
for them.

Read your child’s favorite 
book together. Talk 
about what she likes 
most about the story.

Mix up pairs of colorful 
socks, and have your 
child match them.

Fill a basket with 
household items. Say  
a word, real or made-
up, that rhymes with 
one of the objects, and 
have your child choose 
the right match.

Ask your child what 
she thinks his pet or a 
favorite stuffed animal 
does during the day.

During Sewing Month, 
cut out shapes from 
construction paper. 
Punch holes around the 
edge and use yarn to 
“sew” a border.

Sing a song as loudly 
as you can. Then, sing 
the same song as 
quietly as you can.

Fill a clear glass with 
water. Ask your child  
to drop small objects 
into it, guessing 
whether each will  
float beforehand.

Go for a walk with your 
child and point out the 
different shapes that 
you see.

Build a fort out 
of blankets and 
cardboard boxes.

Have your child draw 
a picture of you while 
you draw a picture of 
your child.

On Bunny Day, 
read books like The 
Runaway Bunny by 
Margaret Wise Brown 
and others featuring 
bunny heroes.

Help your child get ready to learn to read!
Each day features a fun activity that will help 
your child build pre-reading skills. Activities are 
color-coded by skill. Ask your children’s librarian 
for more ideas on how to promote early literacy 
skills with daily activities at home. 
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