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Come up with different 
ways to finish “Roses are 
red, violets are blue …”

Stick magnetic 
letters to your fridge. 
Have your child 
group vowels and 
consonants, put 
letters in order, or 
spell their name.

On Tooth Fairy Day, 
leave coins or bills 
under a pillow and 
practice counting  
them up.

Fill a glass jar with hot 
water for 60 seconds, 
then pour out all but 1 
inch. Put ice cubes in 
a strainer over the top 
and watch fog form!

Draw flies in groups 
of 1–6. Roll a die and 
have your child use a 
fly swatter to swat the 
group that contains the 
right number.

Revisit a nursery rhyme 
from your childhood.

It’s Groundhog Day! 
Read Punxsutawney 
Phyllis by Susanna 
Leonard Hill together.

Fill a clear plastic 
container with nuts and 
bolts, pipe cleaners, 
and paper clips. Give 
your child a magnet to 
experiment with lifting 
the objects.

On Weather 
Forecaster’s Day, 
see how pinecones 
predict rain. Note how 
they stay open on dry 
days and close shortly 
before it rains.

Create a storytelling 
basket with small dolls, 
animals, vehicles, and 
other props to tell 
impromptu tales.

Ask your child 
questions about the 
characters mid-
story, like “Who has 
the ball?” or “Why is 
she happy?”

Practice sorting by 
color and making pairs 
by letting your child 
help with the laundry.

Read Presidents’ Day by 
Anne Rockwell together.

Celebrate Opera  
Day by singing 
favorite songs  
with extra flourish.

Place repeating  
letters in patterns on 
a big sheet of paper. 
Have kids connect all 
the As together, all the 
Bs, and so on.

Look through a 
picture-only book or 
photos from your own 
family and have your 
child tell you a story  
to go with them.

Have your child tap on 
different surfaces with 
instruments like a pencil, 
a metal spoon, or their 
fingers, and describe 
what changes.

Introduce your  
child to thumb 
wrestling on Thumb 
Appreciation Day.

Label balloons 1–10 and 
hide them around the 
house. Have your child 
find them all, in order!

Experiment with 
sound by making DIY 
maracas with different 
materials like rice, 
dry beans, beads, or 
building blocks.

It’s Random Acts  
of Kindness Day.  
Help your child  
write a thank you  
note to someone  
he appreciates.

On Umbrella Day, make 
up a game or a dance 
that uses an umbrella.

Make up a story about 
a dog’s adventures on 
Golden Retriever Day.

Make up a song about 
your child’s family or 
friends together.

Use items like cardboard, 
sheets, towels, or Mom 
and Dad’s clothes to 
make costumes.

Collect sound-making 
objects. Take turns 
making noise out of 
sight of each other, and 
guess which object is 
the source.

It’s Radio Day! Work 
together to make a 
playlist that your child 
would play on her 
radio show.

It’s Polar Bear Day! 
Think of words that 
rhyme with bear.

Help your child get ready to learn to read!
Each day features a fun activity that will help your child build pre-reading 
skills. Activities are color-coded by skill. Ask your children’s librarian for more 
ideas on how to promote early literacy skills with daily activities at home. 
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