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Holiday

Celebration

Birthday

“When cool breezes blow and 
leaves fall, we say otsaliheliga.”  
— Traci Sorrell, We Are Grateful: Otsaliheliga
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Yuyi Morales’s Birthday: 
Yuyi Morales won the 2019 
Pura Belpré Illustrator 
Award. Watch her stunning 
reaction video, celebrating 
art and artists everywhere.

Start of Diwali: The  
five-day Indian Festival 
of Lights begins today, 
signifying the renewal  
of life and the victory of 
good over evil. Read aloud 
Shubh Diwali! by Chitra 
Soundar and illustrated  
by Charlene Chua.

Kindness Day: Post 
selections from these  
87 Ways to Be Loving  
and Kind throughout  
your teaching space or 
share them digitally, and 
reward students for each 
they complete.

Saxophone Day: Play the 
music of Charlie Parker, 
famed saxophonist, while 
students do an activity or 
browse books. Ask them to 
share how the music makes 
them feel.

Veterans Day: Share 
Rolling Thunder by Kate 
Messner and illustrated by 
Greg Ruth. Invite students 
to create cards celebrating 
those who have served in 
the military.

Candy Day: Invite students 
to design their own candy. 
Will it be a totally new 
invention? Or a twist on  
an old favorite?

Happy Book Birthday to 
Swish!: The Slam-Dunking, 
Alley-Ooping, High-Flying 
Harlem Globetrotters 
by Suzanne Slade and 
illustrated by Don Tate.

Election Day: Share  
Vote for Our Future! by 
Margaret McNamara and 
illustrated by Micah Player.

Go to an Art Museum 
Day: Encourage students 
to visit an art museum 
virtually! World-class 
museums like the Louvre, 
the Guggenheim, and the 
National Gallery of Art offer 
free online tours.

Native American Heritage 
Month: Make a display 
of past American Indian 
Youth Literature Award 
winners to share them with 
your readers.

National Epilepsy 
Awareness Month: Share 
Mommy, I Feel Funny!: A 
Child’s Experience with 
Epilepsy by Danielle M. 
Rocheford and illustrated 
by Chris Herrick.

Daylight Saving 
Time Ends:  
Remember  
to turn your  
clocks back.

Make a photo display of 
students who have “fallen 
in love with a great book.” 
Share the photo next to 
the title with a caption 
describing why the student 
loves that story.

Fall versus Autumn.  
Which word do you prefer? 
Poll your students and 
display the results in your 
teaching space.

Neal Shusterman’s 
Birthday: The award-
winning young adult author 
reads aloud short stories 
from his books Mindquakes 
and Mindstorms on 
YouTube.

Bonfire Night: Craft an 
artificial bonfire in your 
library space using lights, 
construction paper, and 
colored tissue paper, or 
share instructions for kids 
to make one at home.

Mickey Mouse’s Birthday: 
What do you gift the 
world’s most famous 
mouse? Have students  
draw what they would  
send Mickey to celebrate 
this big day.

Happy Book Birthday to 
When Father Comes Home 
by Sarah Jung.

National Novel Writing 
Month: The NaNoWriMo 
Youth Program offers  
lots of ways you and  
your students can  
create novels together  
or apart in this November 
writing challenge.

Invite students to  
gather leaves and make  
leaf rubbings using paper 
and crayons. Provide leaf 
guide books or a website 
for reference so students 
can identify the leaves  
they found.

Keven Henkes’s Birthday: 
Go into the studio with 
Caldecott-winning author 
and illustrator Kevin Henkes 
with these great videos.

Thanksgiving Day: 
Share We Are Grateful: 
Otsaliheliga by Traci Sorell 
and illustrated by Frané 
Lessac. Have students write 
things they appreciate  
on paper leaves and  
display them.

Many foods are harvested 
in the fall, but harvests 
happen year round. Have 
students research when 
and where their favorite 
produce is harvested, then 
chart the results.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Building Zaha: The Story 
of Architect Zaha Hadid
by Victoria Tentler-Krylov. 

Lauren Tarshis’s Birthday: 
Check out the upcoming 
books from Lauren Tarshis’s 
hugely popular I Survived 
series on her website.

Shirley Chisholm’s 
Birthday: Learn about  
the life of Shirley Chisholm, 
the first Black woman to  
win election to the United 
States Congress, in the  
Little Leaders series  
by Vashti Harrison.

Child Safety and 
Protection Month: Have 
students design ways to 
communicate safe practices 
to others throughout the 
school, like posters, videos, 
or songs.

Peanut Butter Lovers 
Month: Did you know that 
two of our past presidents 
were peanut farmers? Share 
more fun facts with your 
students who are nuts  
for peanut butter!

American Education 
Week: You do so many 
great things to help young 
learners grow. This is a great 
week to celebrate the good 
you do so all can see!

Native American Heritage Month    |  National Epilepsy Awareness Month    |   National Novel Writing Month    |   Child Safety and Protection Month    |    Peanut Butter Lovers Month

World Hello Day: Learn 
to say ‘hello’ in another 
language and then share 
pages from Sounds All 
Around: A Guide to 
Onomatopoeias Around the 
World by James Chapman.
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