
Bold colored text indicates a live 
link. Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit ideas.
demco.com/category/blog/.

Holiday

Celebration

Birthday

“We didn’t realize we were 
making memories, we just 
knew we were having fun.”  
— A. A. Milne, Winnie the Pooh 
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Volunteer Day: Encourage 
students to observe 
Volunteer Day by finding 
an opportunity to help 
someone else at home  
or in school.

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Feast Day: Share this 
important Mexican  
Catholic holiday with  
others by reading aloud 
Our Lady of Guadalupe by 
Carmen Bernier-Grand and 
Tonya Engel.

Mountain Day: Explore 
breathtaking views of the 
11 Greatest Mountains of 
the World, then work with 
students to identify these 
locations on a map.

Wear Brown Shoes Day: 
Invite students to wear 
brown shoes today, then 
create a fashion show by 
sharing photos or videos of 
the shoes in action.

Mary Downing Hawn’s 
Birthday: No one delivers  
a ghost story quite like 
Hawn. Make a display in 
your library inviting readers 
to rank her books by 
suspense level.

Universal Human Rights 
Month: Talk about the 
rights we are all entitled to 
and remind students that 
“you are never too young to 
change the world.”

Happy Book Birthday  
to Porcupine Cupid by 
Jason June and illustrated 
by Lori Richmond.

Mary Azarian’s Birthday: 
Read aloud Snowflake 
Bentley, the Caldecott-
winning story written by 
Jacqueline Briggs Martin 
and illustrated by  
Mary Azarian.

Inclusive Schools Week: 
This annual event 
“celebrate[s] the progress 
that schools have made  
in providing a supportive 
and quality education to  
an increasingly diverse 
student population.”

Mitten Tree Day: Turn 
to the folks behind From 
Babies to Bookworms  
to get a number of ideas  
for “warming hearts  
and hands.”

Bake Cookies Day: Many 
family traditions involve 
preparing and sharing 
foods. Invite students to 
share what cookies, sweets, 
or meals are a part of their 
families’ holiday traditions.

Raúl Colón’s Birthday: 
Raúl’s art brings to life many 
beautiful picture books you 
may recognize. Explore his 
art and watch as he shares 
his process.

Hanukkah Begins: Share 
The Hanukkah Magic of Nate 
Gadol by Arthur A. Levine 
and Kevin Hawkes, about a 
larger-than-life spirit who 
can make anything last as 
long as it’s needed.

Roof Over Your Head Day: 
Design homes for people 
who want to live where no 
human has lived before. 
How would you design a 
home on the ocean floor  
or in a rainforest canopy?

Los Posadas Begins: Share 
this video to teach students 
who don’t celebrate Los 
Posadas about this beautiful 
Mexican Christmas tradition.

Bill of Rights Day: Visit 
the National Archives for 
teaching resources to help 
students learn about the civil 
rights and liberties outlined 
in the Bill of Rights, and how 
it’s been amended.

HIV/AIDS Awareness 
Month: Read Drawing on 
Walls: A Story of Keith 
Haring by Matthew Burgess 
and illustrated by Josh 
Cochran to learn about the 
artist and LGBTQ advocate.

Kwanzaa Begins: Mark this 
seven-day tradition with 
kid-friendly activities that 
celebrate African American 
traditions, creativity, 
community, and more.

Christmas Day: There  
are many ways to bring  
the gift-giving spirit of  
this holiday into your 
library, such as the inclusive 
library book displays 
found on Pinterest.

Kind words from a friend 
are one of the best gifts a 
person can receive. Have 
students write down words 
of encouragement and love 
to share with others.

New Year’s Eve: Celebrate 
the close of one year and 
the start of another. Use 
household items to make 
crafty decorations and 
party supplies.

Festivus: The holiday “for 
the rest of us,” this is the 
perfect time for an “ugly” 
sweater competition. 

The year’s nearly through! Ask 
students to reflect on their 
“greatest hits” of the past 
year. Create a countdown of 
their favorite memories, fun 
photos, things learned, or 
books read.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Flying High: The Story of 
Gymnastics Champion 
Simone Biles by Michelle 
Meadows and illustrated by 
Ebony Glenn.

Happy Book Birthday to I 
Want to Ride the Tap Tap 
by Danielle Joseph and 
illustrated by Olivier Ganthier.

Yule Begins: Yule, a 12-day 
Pagan solstice holiday, 
begins at sundown. Share 
The Shortest Day by Susan 
Cooper and Carson Ellis.

Play Cards Day: These  
10 Fun and Easy Card 
Games for Kids are a 
great way to help children 
practice playing well with 
a partner and pass time 
without screens.

Read a New Book Month: 
There are so many to 
choose from! Encourage 
students to take a risk and 
read something outside 
their comfort zone, or draw 
titles randomly.

Hi Neighbor Month: 
Introduce students to 
Mister Rogers by reading 
Hello, Neighbor!: The Kind 
and Caring World of Mister 
Rogers by Matthew Cordell.

Read aloud Mother Bruce 
by Ryan T. Higgins, a story 
about a bear who finds 
himself raising a family of 
geese who refuse to fly 
south for the winter.

For some, winter is 
synonymous with snow. 
These DIY snowflake 
directions can help you 
and students transform 
your learning space into a 
wintery locale.
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