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“The first week of August hangs at the very top of summer, the top of the live-long year, like the highest seat
of a Ferris wheel when it pauses in its turning. The weeks that come before are only a climb from balmy spring,
and those that follow a drop to the chill of autumn, but the first week of August is motionless, and hot. It is
curiously silent, too, with blank white dawns and glaring noons, and sunsets smeared with too much color.”
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Visit a local Little Free
Library and exchange a
book you’ve read for a new
story to enjoy.

Get Ready for
Kindergarten Month: Help
parents prepare for their
child’s first great adventure
to school by sharing this list
of the skills they’ll need
this fall.

9
Architecture
Month: Experiment
with architecture
in this fun STEM
project for kids
with the three little
pigs from Little Bins
for Little Hands.

16
Roller Coaster Day: Enjoy a
virtual ride on Leviathan,
the all-new, record-breaking
giga coaster at Canada’s
Wonderland.

a pen pal
23 Start
chain by writing on
sticky notes in a book at
your favorite parts, then
mail it to a friend!

Toasted
30 National
Marshmallow Day:
Have students construct
marshmallow catapults.
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10
Lazy Day: Throw a lazy
day of reading where you
invite students to take a
break from instruction to
read whatever they’d like in
whatever way they’re most
comfortable.

17
Hug Month: Have students
share who they most like to
hug and read One Hug by
Katrina Moore; illustrated by
Julia Woolf.

24

Marlee Matlin’s
Birthday: In 1987,
Matlin became the first deaf
performer to win the Academy
Award for Best Actress.

31

National Back to
School Month in the
USA: Here are 81 Backto-School Bulletin Board
Ideas.
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Happy Book Birthday to
The Ocean Calls: A Haenyeo
Mermaid Story by Tina Cho;
illustrated by Jess X. Snow

11
Happy Book Birthday
to No Ordinary Jacket
by Sue-Ellen Pashley;
illustrated by Thea Baker

SATURDAY

1
Draw a sidewalk chalk
picture of your favorite book
for the whole neighborhood
to enjoy.
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A book trailer is a short
video advertising a book.
Make a book trailer for a
book you think others would
enjoy!

Frank Asch’s Birthday:
The beloved creator of the
Moonbear picture book
series has a number of
activities, animated books,
and games available for
readers on his website.

Sea Serpent Day: Make a
display of books containing
sea monsters, and have
students decorate
tentacles to stick out from
the books’ pages.

Dollar Day: The U.S.
monetary system was
created on this day. Have
your students create
origami using a dollar!
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Have students brainstorm
a list of books you think
would make great additions
to your library or classroom.

National Creamsicle Day:
Nothing beats a cool treat
on a hot August day. Enjoy
a creamsicle and surround
yourself with books with
orange covers.

Let’s design some literary ice
cream flavors! If they made
an ice cream to honor your
favorite book, what toppings
would be included?

Walter Dean Myers’
Birthday: The Walter
Awards were created by
We Need Diverse Books
to honor the late and
groundbreaking author.
Make a display of past
winners in your classroom or
library.
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Happy Book Birthday to
Buttercup the Bigfoot by
Douglas Rees; illustrated by
Isabel Munoz

Potato Day: Share Potato
Pants! by Laurie Keller and
then have students decorate
pants and outfits for a potato
fashion show.

Al-Hijri: This Islamic New
Year’s celebration starts
the previous evening and
begins the new year 1440,
based on the Islamic lunar
calendar.

Kwame Alexander’s
Birthday: This amazing
author of The Crossover, a
Newbery Medal winner,
has so much going on that
there are endless things to
discover on his website.

Ganesh Chaturthi: This
Hindu holiday is celebrated
in honor of the elephantheaded god.
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Dream Day: Enjoy sharing
“Freedom’s Ring,” an
animated version of King’s
“I have a Dream” speech.

Lemon Juice Day:
Have students create
secret messages
using lemon juice, and then
hold the messages up to a
lightbulb or go over them
with an iron to reveal what
they say.

Reorganize your
bookshelves to see your
books in a whole new way.
By size? By spine color?
By number of pages? You
decide!

Women’s Equality Day:
Share a story from Bold
& Brave: Ten Heroes Who
Won Women the Right to
Vote by Kirsten Gillibrand;
illustrated by Maira
Kalman.

Lisa Yee’s Birthday:
Introduce your readers to
Lisa Yee’s DC SuperHero
Girls for a glimpse into the
intersecting lives of your
favorite DC characters as
they survive high school
and one another.
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