
Bold colored text indicates a live 
link. Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit ideas.
demco.com/category/blog/.

Holiday

Celebration

Birthday

“It’s so much more 
friendly with two.”  
— A.A. Milne, Winnie-the-Pooh 
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Trivia Day: Collect 
unwanted sets of trivia 
cards from discarded 
games. Upcycle the cards 
into bookmarks students 
can earn by answering  
trivia questions.

Secret Pal Day: Assign 
everyone a secret pal and 
challenge students to give 
clues to their partners 
each hour without being 
discovered. See how long 
students are able to stump 
their secret pals.

Houseplant Appreciation 
Day: They say it’s good to 
talk to your houseplants 
for the carbon dioxide and 
oxygen transfer, but it’s also 
a way to help assure they’re 
being taken care of. Invite 
students to share some love 
for the plants today.

Alma Flor Ada’s Birthday: 
Share this video of Cuban-
American author and poet 
Alma Flor Ada reading a 
poem she wrote about the 
value of being bilingual.

Floyd Cooper’s Birthday: 
Treat your students to a 
chance to watch this world-
renowned illustrator create 
art right before their eyes in 
this Live Art! stream from 
the New York Times.

New Year’s Day
Today in 1863, President 
Lincoln’s Emancipation 
Proclamation took effect, 
announcing “that all 
persons held as slaves” 
within the rebellious areas 
“are, and henceforward 
shall be free.”

Happy Book Birthday to A 
Ride to Remember: A Civil 
Rights Story by Sharon 
Langley and Amy Nathan, 
illustrated by Floyd Cooper

National Cuddle Up Day: 
Bring in some pillows, 
blankets, and sleeping  
bags and offer students  
a chance to “cuddle up  
with a good book” during 
their visit to the library  
or the reading corner.

National Mentoring 
Month: Mentoring, at its 
core, guarantees young 
people that there is 
someone who cares about 
them and makes them feel 
like they matter. Learn more 
at Mentoring.org.

Kid Inventors’ Day: Allow 
students to invent and 
explore by incorporating 
one of these 50+ Genius 
STEM Activities for Kids.

Marla Frazee’s Birthday: 
Caldecott Honor-winning 
illustrator and author  
Frazee offers a wonderful 
opportunity for readers to 
learn about what inspires 
her in this video.

Static Electricity Day: 
Check out 5 easy static 
electricity experiments 
that students can do at 
home or at school.

National Science Fiction 
Day: Make a book display 
of science fiction across all 
formats, including novels, 
picture books, graphic 
novels, and audiobooks. 
Have students rate books on 
a five Death Star scale!

Hat Day: Share one of the 
books in Jon Klassen’s Hat 
trilogy, then have students 
design and cut out hats 
using construction paper 
and crayons. Place the  
hats throughout the  
library or classroom.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Black Is a Rainbow Color 
by Angela Joy, illustrated by 
Ekua Holmes

National Marzipan Day: 
Make some adorable 
marzipan fruit treats using 
these directions from Hilah 
Cooking, or mold your 
marzipan into your own 
unique creations.

Chinese New Year: This 
year’s Spring Festival 
celebration welcomes 
the Year of the Rat. 
Here’s a helpful guide to 
introducing the Chinese 
zodiac animals to children.

Peanut Butter Day: This 
Discovery UK video on 
how peanut butter is made 
may leave your mouth 
watering. How many 
peanut butter and peanut 
butter substitute varieties 
can your students name?

National Backward Day: 
Time for a change of pace! 
Flip the schedules. Reverse 
the line order. Work from 
bottom to top. Mix up your 
routine by approaching 
things backwards.

Handwriting Day: Many 
schools have moved 
away from teaching 
handwriting, but this talk 
on Penmanship for the 
21st Century may cause 
you to think otherwise. Do 
your students know how to 
sign their name?

National Thank You 
Month: Encourage 
students to start a gratitude 
journal and write at least 
one thing that they are 
thankful for every day. 

Library Shelfie Day: 
Today’s a great day to 
celebrate our love of 
books. Take a photo of 
your library shelves, holds 
cart, classroom library, or 
anywhere else you’ve got 
books stacked up, and 
share it on social media.  

National Soup Month: 
January is a pretty chilly 
month for most of the 
country, and nothing is 
better on a cold day than a 
bowl of hot soup. Here’s a 
guide to the 50 Soups of 
America, one for  
every state.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Where Lily Isn’t by Julie 
Paschkis, illustrated by 
Margaret Chodos-Irvine

Happy Book Birthday to 
The Heart of a Whale by 
Anna Pignataro

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day: Commemorate the life 
of the civil rights leader by 
sharing Freedom’s Ring, an 
animation of King’s “I Have 
a Dream” speech.

Bubble Wrap 
Appreciation Day: Host a 
collection drive of leftover 
bubble wrap. Challenge 
students to use it to design  
a safe landing pad for an 
egg dropped from 5–10 
feet in the air. 

No Name-Calling Week: 
The upcoming week (Jan. 
20–24) is No Name-Calling 
Week, organized by K–12 
educators and students 
to end name-calling and 
bullying in schools. More 
resources are available at 
GLSEN’s homepage.

Ashley Wolff’s Birthday: 
Celebrate the illustrator  
of the Miss Bindergarten 
series by celebrating  
the 100th day of school  
in lots of fun ways!

National Hobby Month: 
Share a hobby with your 
students, and check out 40 
Unique Hobby Ideas for 
Children from the folks at 
FirstCry Parenting.

National Mentoring Month   |   National Hobby Month   |   National Soup Month   |   National Thank You Month

Winnie the Pooh Day: 
Celebrate the birth of 
author A.A. Milne with 35 
Winnie the Pooh Quotes 
for Every Facet of Life.
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