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Human Rights Day: On 
this 71st anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, unite with 
voices around the world in 
standing up for equality, 
justice, and human dignity.

Happy Book Birthday  
to The Invisible Leash:  
A Story Celebrating Love 
After the Loss of a Pet by 
Patrice Karst, illustrated  
by Joanne Lew-Vriethoff

Universal Human Rights 
Month: Youth for Human 
Rights has a free interactive 
course for students to 
“introduce you to your 
human rights so you will 
know them and defend them 
for yourself and others.”

Inclusive Schools Week: 
Celebrate the progress 
made in providing a 
supportive education to an 
increasingly diverse student 
population. Check out 
Inclusive Schools Network’s 
online resources for 
activities and downloads.

National Brownie Day: 
This is the best brownie 
recipe ever (according to 
the Stay at Home Chef). 
Enjoy! And maybe share 
some with your colleagues.

Read a New Book Month: 
Set a challenge for your 
students — and yourself — 
this month to read at least 
one book you’ve never read 
before. Be sure to share 
what you read!

Happy Book Birthday  
to Monkeys Love to Eat  
by Trevor Lai

National Hi Neighbor 
Month: Do something  
kind for your neighbors  
this month. Learn who  
lives by you, and offer 
to help them when the 
opportunity arises.

Happy Book Birthday  
to Under the Milky Way  
by Frané Lessac

New Year’s Eve: As 2019 
comes to a close, help kids 
make smart resolutions  
for the new year using 
these tips.

Write to a Friend Month: 
Help students to write to 
someone in another school, 
near or far away. Making a 
connection through writing 
can provide the means to 
make more meaningful 
connections with others.

Hanukkah Ends at 
Sunset:  Share stories 
of multicultural families 
celebrating Hanukkah,  
such as Queen of the 
Hanukkah Dosas by 
Pamela Ehrenberg, 
illustrated by Anjan Sarkar.

Hanukkah Begins at 
Sunset: Share Hanukkah 
Haiku by Harriet Ziefert, 
illustrated by Karla Gudeon, 
which uses the traditional 
Japanese poetic form to 
celebrate the eight nights 
of Hanukkah.

National Stress-Free 
Family Holiday Month: 
The holiday season can be 
stressful for you and your 
family members for many 
different reasons. Consider 
these tips for Maintaining 
Mental Wellness During 
the Holidays.

Chocolate-Covered 
Anything Day: Chocolate 
lovers go wild! Today’s your 
day. Of course, you can 
always go silly by trying to 
have students guess what 
common school supplies 
you’ve dipped in chocolate!
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“A snowball in the face is surely 
the perfect beginning to a 
lasting friendship.” 
— Markus Zusak, The Book Thief
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National Cotton  
Candy Day: Why wait  
for a carnival or fair?  
Make your own cotton 
candy with this recipe  
from the Daily Meal.

Monkey Day: Share a 
monkey-themed book 
with students, and check 
out Jungle Friends, a 
charitable organization 
working to save abused 
and abandoned monkeys 
around the world.

Lucia Gonzalez’s 
Birthday: Listen to Lucia 
read aloud from one of her 
favorite banned books from 
a recent Banned Books 
Week celebration.

Mitten Tree Day: Set  
up a mitten tree in your 
school to collect mittens 
and gloves for those who 
may otherwise go without 
them this winter.

William Joyce’s Birthday: 
Visit the website of the 
Guardians of Childhood 
to learn more about the 
Guardians and get tips on 
how to draw moonbots.

George Ancona’s 
Birthday: Explore other 
cultures with your students 
by recreating the dishes in 
Ancona’s Kids Cooking.

National Ugly Christmas 
Sweater Day: Invite staff 
members to dress up 
and then select a panel 
of student judges to 
determine the winner.

Eve Bunting’s Birthday: 
Eve Bunting is the author 
of numerous classic 
children’s books, including 
The Wall, Night Tree, Yard 
Sale, and Smoky Night. Invite 
readers new to her work to 
discover a just-right book 
for them.

Gingerbread House Day: 
These 45 Ideas That’ll 
Inspire You to Make 
an Epic Gingerbread 
House are sure to impress 
(especially the gingerbread 
ice cream trucks)!

International Volunteer 
Day: Do something! Team 
up with a local nonprofit 
or relief center in order to 
do more good from your 
classroom, library, or school. 
Visit DoSomething.org for 
more ways to help.

Answer the Phone  
Like Buddy the Elf Day: 
Yes, it’s ridiculous! But  
don’t you want to try it? 
”Buddy the Elf! What’s 
your favorite color?”

National Card Playing 
Day: It’s rare to see kids 
with a deck of cards these 
days. These 12 Classic Card 
Games to Teach the Kids 
might change that, beating 
boredom hands down. Ha!

Erin E. Stead’s Birthday: 
Learn more about 
Caldecott-honored artist 
Erin Stead in this interview 
shared on Brightly.

Kwanzaa Begins: Learn 
more about Kwanzaa 
by visiting the official 
Kwanzaa website or in a 
book such as Seven Spools 
of Thread: A Kwanzaa 
Story by Angela Shelf 
Medearis, illustrated by 
Daniel Minter.

Christmas Day: Do you 
know of any readers who 
plot to stay up and finally 
catch Santa Claus at work? 
The Great Santa Stakeout 
by Betsy Bird, illustrated by 
Dan Santat, will be just the 
right book for them!
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Yule Begins: These Great 
Ways to Celebrate Yule 
With Kids include doing 
something good for 
someone else and creating 
something new.
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