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Pour a layer of flour  
in a shallow baking 
pan. Then have your 
child practice writing 
letters with his finger 
in the flour.  

On National Friendship 
Day, make up a song 
about friendship, and  
sing it to a familiar tune. 

Tell your child a story 
about something funny 
you did when you were 
his age.  

At bedtime, sing a 
song about your day.

While in the car, say  
a simple word, such  
as “tree,” and see 
how long it takes 
for someone to spot 
something that rhymes.

Combine 1 Tbsp. self-
rising flour, 1 Tbsp. 
salt, ¼ tsp. water, and 
food coloring. Paint on 
cardstock. Microwave 
for 30 seconds. Watch 
it puff up! 

While taking a walk, 
play a game of “I Spy.”

Write down the words 
“one,” “two,” “three,” 
“four,” and “five.” Can 
your child think of a 
rhyming word for each 
number word?

It’s National Coloring 
Book Day. Get out your 
child’s favorite coloring 
books and a box of 
crayons, and have fun!

It’s National Tell a Joke 
Day. Go to the library 
and find a joke book or 
two to check out. Then 
make each other laugh 
with the jokes.

On National Book 
Lovers Day, ask your 
child what her favorite 
book is. Then read it 
together!

Sit quietly in the house 
for one minute. Then 
go outside and sit 
quietly for one minute. 
How were the sounds 
you heard alike and 
different?

Go on your own 
summer walk around 
your neighborhood, 
and talk about the 
insects that you see.

Turn your living room 
into a store. Put prices 
on objects such as 
books and pens. Then 
go “shopping,” and 
have your child figure 
out the total.

While reading 
a rhyming book 
together, stop and 
have your child point 
out the rhyming words 
on the page.  

It’s National Dog Day. 
Together, make up a 
story about a talking 
dog, and take turns 
telling parts of the 
story to each other.

Hold a birthday party 
for one of your child’s 
stuffed animals. 
Decorate, play games, 
and serve snacks!

Go to the library and 
pick out a nonfiction 
picture book together. 
After reading it, ask 
you child what she 
learned that she didn’t 
know before.

Have your child make 
a chart or draw a 
picture of the weather 
in the morning, 
afternoon, and 
evening. How did the 
weather change?

Ask your child to tell 
you a story about her 
favorite thing that she 
has done this summer.   

On National Tooth 
Fairy Day, read What 
Does the Tooth Fairy 
Do With Our Teeth? by 
Denise Barry together.

Read Summer Walk by 
Virginia Snow together.

Take turns making 
animal sounds and 
guessing the animal.  

Ask your child how 
many words he can 
think of that have the 
same ending sound as 
“August.”

While reading a 
book together, have 
your child count how 
many dogs or kids or 
flowers she sees in the 
illustrations.

Sing “I’m a Little 
Teapot” together and 
do the motions. Then 
sing it again, but with 
your own words.

It’s National Watermelon 
Day. Draw a watermelon 
slice with seeds in it. 
Have your child count 
the seeds. Add a few 
more. How many seeds 
are there now?

Have your child help 
you write a to-do list 
for the day or week.

On National Bowling 
Day, go bowling in the 
house using empty 
water bottles for pins 
and a rubber ball. 

It’s National Waffle Day. 
Make some together, 
and talk about what 
happens to the batter 
after it is poured in the 
waffle iron.

Help your child get ready to learn to read!
Each day features a fun activity that will help 
your child build pre-reading skills. Activities are 
color-coded by skill. Ask your children’s librarian 
for more ideas on how to promote early literacy 
skills with daily activities at home. 

At breakfast time, 
pour some cereal on 
the table, and use the 
pieces to solve simple 
math problems.
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