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Bold colored text indicates a live 
link. Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit ideas.
demco.com/category/blog/.

Holiday

Celebration

Birthday

“Everything good, everything 
magical happens between the 
months of June and August.”  
— Jenny Han, The Summer I Turned Pretty
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Say Something Nice Day: 
Challenge students to say 
something nice to at least 
five people today—and 
encourage them to make 
this a daily habit!

National Best Friends 
Day: Ask students, “If you 
could be best friends with 
any book character, who 
would it be and why?” 

Gwendolyn Brooks’ 
Birthday: Learn more 
about the Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet in A Song 
for Gwendolyn Brooks, 
a beautiful picture book 
biography by Alice Faye 
Duncan with illustrations  
by Xia Gordon.

Rick Riordan’s Birthday: 
Since launching his  
imprint, Rick Riordan 
Presents, Riordan has 
connected thousands of 
readers to new cultures  
and adventures through 
mythic and folkloric stories.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Hector: A Boy, a Protest, 
and the Photograph That 
Changed Apartheid by 
Adrienne Wright

National Egg Day:  
There are so many ways  
to cook an egg, but there 
are just as many ways to 
play with an egg, too!  
Check out “10 Awesome 
Tricks with Eggs.”

National Fresh Fruit  
and Vegetable Month: 
Read Fruit Bowl by  
Mark Hoffmann, a story  
about a tomato who is 
kicked out of the fruit bowl 
after attempting to join.

Flag Day: As we celebrate 
the adoption of our Stars 
and Stripes, enjoy this TED 
Talk with 99% Invisible host 
Roman Mars on why city 
flags may be the worst-
designed thing you’ve 
never noticed.

National Weed Your 
Garden Day: Share  
Brian Lies’ The Rough 
Patch, a story of a fox, his 
dog, and a garden.

National Drive-In Movie 
Day: Invite the school 
community to an evening 
“drive-in” movie projected 
on an outside school wall. 
Students can bring their 
bikes and scooters!

Red Rose Day: Host a craft 
workshop to make roses 
out of tissue paper.

Happy Book Birthday 
to Moon! Earth’s Best 
Friend by Stacy McAnulty, 
illustrated by Stevie Lewis

Strawberry Rhubarb 
Pie Day: New to rhubarb 
pie? Here’s a recipe for 
Grandma’s Strawberry-
Rhubarb Pie that’s sure to 
hit the spot.

National Candy Month:  
Be mesmerized by this 
video inside the production 
of Skittles, the number one  
non-chocolate candy in the 
United States.

National Camera Day: 
Provide a set of select 
students with disposable 
cameras, and have them 
photograph their lives 
over the week. Post the 
photos on a bulletin board 
titled “The Secret Life of 
Students.”

First Day of Summer: 
Create a “Hot Days, Cool 
Books” bulletin board, and 
feature a variety of summer-
themed books.  

National Paul Bunyan 
Day: The National Trust 
for Historic Preservation 
identifies four larger than 
life Paul Bunyan statues 
that will amaze you. See 
for yourself!

World Refugee Day:  
Share this in-depth 
interview with Veera 
Hiranandani, author of  
The Night Diary, and her 
editor, Namrata Tripathi.

National Sunglasses Day: 
Who’s the coolest person 
in school today? Answer: 
anyone cool enough to 
wear shades all day long.

Juneteenth: On this 
celebration of the last 
slaves to become free in the 
south, share All Different 
Now: Juneteenth, the First 
Day of Freedom by Angela 
Johnson, illustrated by  
E.B. Lewis.

Charlotte Zolotow’s 
Birthday: Did you know 
that the late author and 
poet for children has a book 
award named for her that 
recognizes outstanding 
writing in picture books? 
View the list of previous 
winners and honors.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Up Verses Down: Poems, 
Paintings, and Serious 
Nonsense by Calef Brown

Happy Book Birthday  
to Bug Off! A Story of 
Fireflies and Friendship 
by Cari Best, illustrated by 
Jennifer Plecas

National Zoo and 
Aquarium Month: If you 
can’t make it to a local 
aquarium this month, 
spend time relaxing to 
videos of aquarium fish 
tanks, such as this one.

Kathryn Lasky’s Birthday: 
Take a moment to browse 
the fan art that Kathryn 
shares from her Guardians 
of Ga’Hoole and Wolves of 
the Beyond readers.

Father’s Day: Share Jeffrey 
Brown’s Darth Vader and 
Son and Vader’s Little 
Princess, because every 
father-child relationship  
is a little unique.

Pink Flamingo Day: 
Have students draw pink 
flamingos to adorn your 
library walls.

National Dairy Month: A 
cow produces about 350,000 
glasses of milk in a lifetime! 

LGBT Pride Month: Read 
Pride: The Story of Harvey 
Milk and the Rainbow Flag 
by Rob Sanders, illustrated 
by Steven Salerno, and 
create an inclusive book 
display portraying families 
of all kinds.
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Loreen Leedy’s Birthday: 
Leedy has a number of free 
downloadable classroom 
resources for teachers of 
math and science available 
on her website.
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