
“Some people watch the world  
with their ears.”  
— Matt de la Peña, Last Stop on Market Street

© Demco, Inc.

Bold red text indicates a live link. 
Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  

ideas.demco.com/category/blog/.

Holiday

Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration

Written by Matthew Winner  
Follow Matthew on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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Lin Oliver’s Birthday 
Read aloud an excerpt from 
Lin’s The Fantastic Frame 
chapter book series, in 
which two children are 
drawn into a painted 
masterpiece and must 
find their way out.

Matt de la Peña’s 
Birthday 
Share Carmela Full of 
Wishes, a beautiful new 
picture book that is a moving 
ode to family, to dreamers, and 
to finding hope in the most 
unexpected places.

Laugh and Get Rich Day 
Laughter has been proven to 
have many benefits for your 
health. Read your favorite funny 
books with your students today!

National Wear Red Day Wear 
red today to raise awareness 
about women and heart disease. 
The American Heart Association 
reminds us, “When we come 
together, there’s nothing we 
can’t do.”

Pay a Compliment Day  
Talk to students about the 
importance of being kind to 
others. Then, challenge them  
to compliment at least three  
people today!

Happy Book Birthday to  
The Full House and the Empty House 
by LK James

National Create a  
Vacuum Day 
It’s a fun scientific concept to 
explore and anyone can do it 
with a few basic household 
items. This video from 
Buzzhearts can help get  
you started.

Black History Month 
Support African American 
Heritage learning year round 
with this list of resources  
from Demco.

National Gumdrop Day  
Hold a Candy Land tournament, 
and see how many times 
you land in Gumdrop Pass or 
Gumdrop Mountain.

Valentine’s Day 
Have students select and share 
their book crushes, those books 
that they love above all others. 
Mine is When You Reach Me by 
Rebecca Stead. What’s yours?

National Send a Card  
to a Friend Day 
Getting snail mail is fun and  
is becoming less and less 
common. Have students  
make cards to send to friends 
or family members.

Carole Boston Weatherford’s 
Birthday 
Learn more about the renowned 
picture book author through  
this video.

Happy Book Birthday to  
Poop or Get Off the Potty! by  
Margaret McNamara, illustrated  
by Allison Black

National Umbrella Day 
Share The Big Umbrella by Amy 
June Bates and Juniper Bates, 
and consider who you’d invite to 
join you under your umbrella.

Laura Geringer Bass’s 
Birthday 
Laura speaks with Tamar 
Brazis, her editor on  
The Girl with More Than One Heart, 
about the story behind the book 
as well as her stack of revisions 
that reached a height of over 
six feet!

George Washington’s 
Birthday 
Read George Washington’s 
Birthday: A Mostly True Tale by 
Margaret McNamara, illustrated 
by Barry Blitt.

Check out the ALSC home page 
to discover the 2019 Caldecott 
medal winners.

National Tooth Fairy Day 
Share The Tooth Fairy’s Royal  
Visit by Peter Bently and  
Garry Parsons.

Love Your Pet Day 
Ask students what they love most 
about their pets, and invite them 
to share stories and pictures. Ask 
those who don’t have pets to draw 
a picture of their dream pet.

International Polar Bear Day 
Share Polar Bear’s Underwear by 
Tupera Tupera, a tried-and-true 
favorite about a bear on the quest  
to find his missing underwear.

Happy Book Birthday to This 
Book Is Spineless by Lindsay Leslie, 
illustrated by Alice Brereton

Happy Book Birthday to  
A Ray of Light by Walter Wick and 
Say Something! by Peter H. Reynolds

Presidents’ Day 
Read Marilyn Singer and  
Nancy Carpenter’s Have You  
Heard About Lady Bird? Poems  
About Our First Ladies to learn about 
the lives and accomplishments 
of the great women behind our 
nation’s leaders.

Library Lovers’ Month  
Share some love for  
the library with a heart-filled  
bulletin board display featuring 
all of the things your students 
love about the library and 
reading.   

American Heart Month 
Explore the role of the heart  
and the importance of heart 
health with these resources  
from KidsHealth.

Check out 10 games that 
are perfect to play with your 
students in the library.

International Friendship 
Month 
There are lots of ways  
to start a friendship, but one  
of the most unique and special  
is to connect students with 
learners across the globe using 
video conferencing tools.  
Skype in the Classroom  
is a great place to start!

Black History Month  |  International Friendship Month   |  American Heart Month   |  Library Lovers’ Month

National Do a Grouch a  
Favor Day 
Ask students, “What favor would 
a grouch ask of you? Would 
doing a favor for a grouch help 
the person be less grouchy?” 
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http://www.demco.com/upstart
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/
https://twitter.com/MatthewWinner
https://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/series/777/the-fantastic-frame
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULJ4TnidAo8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ULJ4TnidAo8
http://ideas.demco.com/blog/african-american-heritage-year-round/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=5&v=DC0RPWHUMas 
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-authors/article/76604-in-conversation-laura-geringer-bass-and-tamar-brazis.html
https://www.publishersweekly.com/pw/by-topic/childrens/childrens-authors/article/76604-in-conversation-laura-geringer-bass-and-tamar-brazis.html
http://www.ala.org/alsc/awardsgrants/bookmedia/caldecottmedal/caldecottmedal
https://kidshealth.org/en/kids/center/heart-center.html
https://www.bookshark.com/blog/library-games/
https://education.microsoft.com/skype-in-the-classroom/overview
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/

