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Mona Lisa’s US debut was 
on this day in 1963. Offer an 
art contest with a modern 
Mona Lisa theme.

January’s all about fresh 
starts. Consider a month-
long series featuring local 
speakers discussing the 
formation of good habits 
for a long, healthy life.

Millard Fillmore, the 
ridiculed thirteenth 
American president, was 
born on this day in 1800. 
How much do you know  
about him?

Teenage martyr  
Joan of Arc was born 
on this day in 1412. Pull 
together a collection of 
fiction and nonfiction 
materials inspired by her 
remarkable story.

In Super Bowl I in 1967, the 
Green Bay Packers beat the 
Kansas City Chiefs 35-10. 
Kick off your own finger 
football tournament for 
non-contact fun.

National Rubber Ducky 
Day: Seriously, this one 
commemorates the 
birthday of Ernie’s buddy 
on Sesame Street! Get out 
the craft supplies and 
create a new wardrobe the 
little yellow squeaker.

Pirate hunter (or pirate, 
depending on the day) 
Captain William Kidd’s 
birthday is thought to be 
sometime in January (1645). 
Make a bookmark of pirate-
themed YA novels.

National Puzzle Day: Set 
up a puzzle station with 3D 
puzzles of all shapes to solve.

On National Hugging 
Day, bring in an educator 
for a conversation about 
dating safety and 
consent. Then end with 
a consensual and respect-
filled hug chain.

National Bubble Wrap 
Appreciation Day: 
Relieve some stress with 
a simple, DIY bubble- 
popping station.

In 1869, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton became the first 
woman to testify before 
Congress. Create a display 
of feminist YA novels. 

The first public university 
in the US, the University  
of Georgia, was chartered 
on this day in 1785. 
Highlight the library’s 
higher-education 
information and aids.

On this day in 1963, Sylvia 
Plath’s The Bell Jar was first 
published. It has become 
a touchstone for teenage 
angst; coordinate a book 
discussion to find out 
how modern teens feel 
about Esther.
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January is National Mentoring Month. 
Partner with your chamber of commerce  
or other business association to host a 
mentor-pairing event for teens.

It’s National Hobby Month. Create a survey 
to give teens to help them discover a new 
favorite hobby.  

Written by Trisha Frankland
Visit her blog at http://librarypirates.
blogspot.com/
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National Bird Day:  
On this day, celebrate  
all things avian with  
a bird-identification quiz 
on a bulletin board or  
your social media.

Jack London was born  
on this day in 1876.  
Feature a selection of 
outdoor adventure 
stories, true and fictional.

National Human 
Trafficking Awareness 
Day: Invite teens to learn 
about modern slavery 
and create posters to 
educate others. Display 
their artwork in the library.

On this day in 1896, Utah 
was admitted as the 45th 
US state. Create a display 
of books featuring the 
Beehive State.

Steve Jobs announced the 
original Apple iPhone on 
this day in 2007. Use this 
opportunity to feature your 
downloadable materials and 
the library’s online presence.

National Science Fiction 
Day: Corresponding with the 
birthday of biochemist and 
author Isaac Asimov (1920), 
today’s celebration allows 
you to feature both new and 
classic works of the genre.

Pull out a thesaurus 
and supplement your 
vocabulary in celebration 
of the birthdate of 
lexicographer, physician, 
and inventor Peter Mark 
Roget (1779). Post a few 
favorites to social media.

Benjamin Franklin was 
born on this day in 1706. 
Host a STEAM program 
about electricity.

Are you still writing 2018 
on everything? Make today 
the day to remember it’s 
actually 2019.

National Chocolate 
Covered Cherry Day: 
Share a tasty recipe for 
this festive dessert. 

National Religious 
Freedom Day: Celebrate 
the First Amendment and 
the world’s belief systems in 
a bulletin board or display.

Maria von Trapp was 
born on this day in 1905. 
Celebrate her famous 
family with a sing-along 
viewing of The Sound  
of Music.

In 1840, Antarctica was first 
identified as a continent 
by the US Navy. It recently 
became the best mapped 
continent on Earth. Explore 
the Reference Elevation 
Model of Antarctica to 
spark curiosity about its 
frozen wonders.

National Compliment 
Day: Be sure to tell your 
teens how amazing they 
are today (and encourage 
them to spread the love 
and compliment others).

In 1930, 3M began 
marketing its Scotch® 
Tape. Get out the tapes 
and other craft supplies for 
a sticky celebration.

Library Shelfie Day:  
Host a shelfie popup  
event with props and 
suggested locations for 
especially photogenic 
backgrounds. #libraryshelfie

In January 1818, John Keats 
composed his sonnet “When 
I Have Fears.” Use this as 
an opportunity to explore 
poetry as an emotional 
outlet and discuss what 
fears haunt your teens.

National Popcorn Day: 
There’s only one way to 
celebrate, so get your fill 
with a taste-off! Sample 
popcorn seasoned 
identically but popped 
using different methods 
to see which you prefer.

http://www.clevver.com/teen-survey-hobbies-extra-curricular-activities/ 
http://www.birdzilla.com/for-educators.html
http://www.outsideonline.com/1928591/25-essential-books-well-read-explorer
http://www.outsideonline.com/1928591/25-essential-books-well-read-explorer
http://www.state.gov/j/tip
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/2095.Set_in_Utah
http://www.goodreads.com/list/show/2095.Set_in_Utah
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/peter-mark-roget-6389.php
http://www.thefamouspeople.com/profiles/peter-mark-roget-6389.php
http://www.benfranklin300.org/_edu_pdf/BF300Plans_Middle7.pdf
https://www.tasteofhome.com/recipes/chocolate-covered-cherries/
http://www.religiousfreedomday.com
http://www.religiousfreedomday.com
http://www.weillcenter.com/news/sound-of-music-prop-bag
http://www.weillcenter.com/news/sound-of-music-prop-bag
http://www.pgc.umn.edu/data/rema
http://www.pgc.umn.edu/data/rema
http://gizmodo.com/how-scotch-tape-was-invented-1666050615
http://gizmodo.com/how-scotch-tape-was-invented-1666050615
http://www.nypl.org/blog/2018/01/24/libraryshelfie-day-2018
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44488/when-i-have-fears-that-i-may-cease-to-be
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/44488/when-i-have-fears-that-i-may-cease-to-be
http://thecookful.com/15-ways-pop-popcorn

