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“I wonder if the snow loves the trees and fields, 
that it kisses them so gently?”  
— Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking-Glass

432

119

18

25

1716

23

30 31

24

10

Happy Book Birthday to Little 
Owl’s Snow by Divya Srinivasan

Universal Human Rights 
Month 
The website Youth  
for Human Rights has a  
useful simplified version of  
the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights that can be  
shared with students of all  
ages and their teachers.

Hanukkah Begins 
Hanukkah begins this evening 
and lasts for 8 days. Hands On 
As We Grow has 42 Simple 
Hanukkah Crafts for Kids 
to Make that can be made at 
school or home

William Joyce’s Birthday  
Share this video of an elementary 
student interviewing the author of  
the Guardians series. 

Invite students to get in the 
holiday spirit and get crafty! 
Provide craft supplies in your 
makerspace for students to 
create their own holiday cards  
for family and friends.

Bake Cookies Day 
Try one of these holiday cookie 
recipes and share some with staff.

Christmas Day 
Edward Hemingway’s Tough Cookie:  
A Christmas Story is an inventive 
twist on the popular gingerbread 
story readers of all ages will enjoy. 
Create your own tough cookies to 
share using the recipe in the back  
of the book.

Read a New Book Month 
So many to choose from! Why 
not step out into the unknown 
by asking a student or colleague 
to suggest a new book to read? 
Whether you end up loving the 
book or not, the connection can 
be meaningful.

National Eggnog Day 
Share a brief history of 
eggnog from Time magazine.

Las Posadas 
This nine-day celebration,  
which begins today, has been  
a tradition in Mexico for 400 
years. The folks at the Herdez 
Brand company have a few 
wonderful Las Posadas DIY 
videos with everything you 
need to know about hosting  
an authentic celebration.

National Stress Free Family 
Holidays Month: Here are 10 
Relaxation Techniques That 
Zap Stress Fast from WebMD.

Let’s Make a Deal Day 
Make a deal to finish any to-do’s 
that you hoped to get to before 
the end of the year. 

New Year’s Eve 
 Share Every Month Is a New Year: 
Celebrations Around the World, by 
Marilyn Singer.

Cornelia Funke’s Birthday 
Did you know that the beloved 
author of Inkheart and other 
fantasy novels for children also 
hosts on her website a collection 
of original stories submitted 
to her by children.

Universal Human Rights Month  |  Read a New Book Month  |  National Stress Free Family Holidays Month
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“I wonder if the snow loves the trees and fields, 
that it kisses them so gently?”  
— Lewis Carroll, Through the Looking-Glass

Written by Matthew Winner  
Follow Matthew on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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Eric Velasquez’s Birthday 
Enjoy reading Schomburg: The 
Man Who Built a Library written 
by Carole Boston Weatherford 
and illustrated by Eric Velasquez. 
The nonfiction story recounts in 
poetry the life and work of Arturo 
Schomburg, who helped preserve 
the history of African Americans 
throughout his life’s work.

National Brownie Day  
Are you more of a from-scratch 
brownie baker or a from-a-box 
brownie baker? This easy mug 
brownie recipe is a unique 
twist on the tasty treat.

National Cotton Candy Day 
In the middle of December? Why 
not! Celebrate by making this 
cute Cotton Candy Kids Craft 
Using Puffy Paint. 

International Volunteer Day 
Work with students to brainstorm 
practical ways they can volunteer in 
their school or community. Decide 
on one volunteer opportunity you 
can all take on as a class.

Monkey Day 
You know never to smile  
at a monkey, right? Review  
this and many other animal  
no-no’s in Never Smile at a  
Monkey by Steve Jenkins.

Violin Day 
Many elementary students start 
learning an instrument in grades 
3 and above, but it’s never 
too early to learn about the 
instruments in an orchestra. Zin! 
Zin! Zin! A Violin is a classic picture 
book by Lloyd Moss, illustrated 
by Marjorie Priceman.

Mitten Tree Day 
Set up an artificial tree in your 
teaching area or library and 
challenge students to donate 
mittens to hang on the tree 
that will later be donated to 
community shelters, providing 
much needed resources to  
those in need.

National Gingerbread  
House Day 
There are gingerbread house 
kits. There are gingerbread 
house contests. There are even 
gingerbread house conventions. 
But this epic DIY gingerbread 
house for cats takes the game  
to a whole new level.

Jarrett J. Krosoczka’s 
Birthday 
Jarrett’s website is filled with 
activities that correlate with his 
many wonderful picture books 
and novels.

Phil Bildner’s Birthday 
The author of the Rip & Red 
series and many other amazing 
books for children also loves 
to speak directly to his readers 
through videos on his website.

Winter Solstice 
Today is the first day of winter 
and our shortest day of sunlight. 
Track the time of sunrise and 
sunset throughout December 
to help students observe the 
change in our days.

National Card Playing Day 
Got a deck of cards? Try one of 
these 15 Simple Card Games 
for Kids.

Lulu Delacre’s Birthday 
Lulu has worked on many, many 
beautiful books for children of 
all ages and you can view them 
on her website. Her newest 
book, entitled Turning Pages: 
My Life Story, was written by 
Sonya Sotomayor, the first Latina 
Supreme Court Justice.

Visit the Zoo Day 
Today is the perfect day to share 
‘Twas the Day before Zoo Day by 
Catherine Ipcizade, illustrated  
by Ben Hodson.

Eve Bunting’s Birthday 
Share Reading Rocket’s 
interview with Bunting, the  
author of more than 200 books  
for children.

Kwanzaa Begins 
Each of the seven days of Kwanzaa 
represents a different principle of 
the Nguzo Saba, or Seven Principles. 
You can learn more about Kwanzaa 
and the distinctions of the seven 
days here.
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Cat Herders Day 
Does it count if the cats are 
actually a class of kindergartners? 
Those who work with children 
are no doubt familiar with the 
comparison of a difficult task 
with that of herding cats.
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