
“It was June, and the world smelled of 
roses. The sunshine was like powdered 
gold over the grassy hillside.”  
— Maud Hart Lovelace, Betsy-Tacy and Tib
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Holiday

Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration

Written by Matthew Winner  
Follow Matthew on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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Helen Oxenbury’s 
Birthday 
Helen’s art has graced 
many a beloved 
story. Is there a classic 
work of hers that you 
treasure? Try The Three 
Little Wolves and the 
Big Bad Pig!

Donald Duck Day 
Disney’s short-tempered fowl 
made his first appearance on 
the big screen today in 1934. 
Show a classic animated film 
featuring Donald. 

National Best Friends Day 
Ask students, “Who’s your best 
friend? And when did you 
first become friends?” Then, 
challenge them to find out the 
story of how two more best 
friends met.

June Dairy Month 
Ask students, “What is your 
favorite dairy product?” Make a 
chart of the responses, and talk 
about the dairy foods they like 
best and least.

Drive-In Movie Day 
On this day in 1933, the first 
patented drive-in theater opened. 
Serve snacks and show Disney’s 
Cars to celebrate.

Happy Book Birthday to Otis and 
Will Discover the Deep: The Record-
Setting Dive of the Bathysphere by 
Barb Rosenstock, illustrated by 
Katherine Roy

Great Outdoors Month 
Take students on a virtual 
adventure to explore our 
national parks with Google’s 
The Hidden Worlds of the 
National Parks. 

National Repeat Day 
Encourage students to choose 
a favorite activity today, then do 
it twice!

Loreen Leedy’s Birthday 
Loreen’s love of language and 
math is evident throughout her 
many beautiful picture books. 
Discover a new favorite story at 
Loreen’s website.

Flag Day 
Today commemorates the 
adoption of the U.S. flag in 
1777. Learn the basics of good 
flag design via this fascinating 
episode of the 99% Invisible 
podcast.

Nikki Giovanni’s Birthday 
Celebrate the renowned poet 
and author by watching her 
TEDx talk entitled “Why Not the 
Right Thing the First Time?“

National Kitchen Klutzes of 
America Day 
Take a tour of The Museum of 
Burnt Foods.

Happy Book Birthday to 
Heartbeat by Evan Turk

National Safety Month  
For anyone prone to bumps, 
cuts, and bruises, share 18 Fun 
Facts About the History of 
BAND-AID® Brand Adhesive 
Bandages. Band-Aids have 
come a long way!

Great American Campout 
“Camp out” at your library  
today! Set up a tent, serve indoor  
s’mores and read 
aloud a book 
about camping.

Take Your Dog To Work Day 
Or if that doesn’t seem like a good 
idea, bring in pictures of your 
furry companion, and encourage 
students to do the same!

National Camera Day 
Set up a themed selfie booth 
in your library. 

Great American Picnic Day 
Hold storytime outdoors on a 
picnic blanket, and read We’re 
Going on a Picnic by Pat Hutchins.

First Day of Summer 
Summer is finally (officially) here! 
What’s your favorite summer 
tradition? Make a bulletin board 
where everyone can share via 
words and photos their favorite 
things to do in the summer.

Hervé Tullet’s Birthday 
Share Tullet’s imaginative picture 
book Press Here.

American Eagle Day 
Use the DC Eagle Cam to check up 
on a pair of national icons who nest 
at the U.S. National Arboretum.

“Happy Birthday To You” Day 
First published in 1924, this song has 
made its rounds endlessly ever since. 
Throw a birthday party for anyone 
who has a June birthday today.

Happy Book Birthday to Cece 
Loves Science by Kimberly Derting 
and Shelli R. Johannes, illustrated by 
Vashti Harrison

Happy Book Birthday to Best 
Frints at Skrool by Antoinette Portis

LGBT Pride Month 
Read Love Is Love by Michael 
Genhart, PhD, a picture book 
about a boy who confides in 
his friend to getting teased by 
bullies for having two dads. 
Then check out this LGBTQ 
Pride book list organized by 
Magination Press.

Eric Carle’s Birthday 
Read What’s Your Favorite Color?, 
a collection of short works from 
Eric Carle and friends celebrating 
why certain colors speak to us.

Father’s Day 
What if Darth Vader faced the 
same joys and challenges of all 
dads? Enjoy reading and sharing 
Jeffrey Brown’s Darth Vader and 
Son and Vader’s Little Princess with 
readers today.

National Zoo and Aquarium 
Month 
Explore your local zoo or 
aquarium, or the website of 
one of America’s great zoos and 
aquariums, using resources from 
the Association of Zoos & 
Aquariums.

National Corn on the Cob Day 
It’s as American as apple pie, 
baseball, and burgers. Enjoy 
every sweet, buttery bite!

June Dairy Month  |  Great Outdoors Month   |  National Safety Month   |  LGBT Pride Month   |  National Zoo and Aquarium Month

World Juggling Day 
Read aloud The Juggling Pug 
by Sean Bryan. (And if you’re 
feeling ambitious, show off your 
juggling skills when you’re 
done!)
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