
“A bud is a flower-to-be. A flower in 
waiting. Waiting for just the right 
warmth and care to open up. It’s a little 
fist of love waiting to unfold and be 
seen by the world. And that’s you...”  
— Christopher Paul Curtis, Bud, Not Buddy

Bold pink text indicates a live 
link. Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog/.

Holiday

Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration

By Matthew Winner  
Follow him on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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Matt Phelan’s Birthday 
Ask students what 
imaginative fun they 
have when stuck inside 
on a rainy day, then share 
Phelan’s Druthers about a 
father and daughter who 
make the most out of 
being stuck inside all day.

Limerick Day 
Try your hand at penning  
a limerick, or use these  
resources from KidZone  
Poetry to help your students  
get the form just right.

National Public Gardens Day 
Identify local public gardens on 
a Google map with students or 
make plans to start a garden on 
your school grounds.

Star Wars Day 
May the Fourth be with you! 
(Get it?) There are lots of great 
resources available on the 
official Star Wars website  
for celebrating, but be wary 
because tomorrow is Revenge  
of the Fifth (Sith)! 

National Physical Fitness  
and Sports Month  
Check out Action for Healthy 
Kids for ideas on how to partner 
with teachers to celebrate health 
and fitness in your school.

Hold the galaxy in your hands  
with these DIY nebula jars.

Happy Book Birthday to  
Jazz Owls: A Novel of the Zoot  
Suit Riots by Margarita Engle, 
illustrated by Rudy Gutierrez

Happy Book Birthday to  
A House That Once Was by Julie 
Fogliano, illustrated by Lane Smith

Deborah Wiles’ Birthday 
Share One Wide Sky:  
A Bedtime Lullaby.

Get Caught Reading Month 
Use this month to encourage 
kids to always have a book on 
hand. Hand out small prizes 
throughout the month for 
catching students making 
the choice to read for fun 
throughout the school day.

Endangered Species Day  
Visit the World Wildlife Fund’s 
site to read about currently 
endangered species and  
access their educator tools to 
support learning and advocacy 
with your students.

Amusement Ride Day 
Have students take selfies  
while pretending they are on 
their favorite amusement park 
ride. Make a display of the  
photos with the title, “What a 
ride 5th grade (or desired grade) 
has been!”

Christopher Paul Curtis’ 
Birthday 
Listen to Mr. Curtis share the 
story of his newest novel,  
The Journey of Little Charlie.

Two Different Colored  
Shoes Day 
It’s a silly kind of day and perfect 
for sharing It’s Shoe Time! by 
Bryan Collier, a story about pairs 
of shoes hoping they’ll be the 
ones picked for a daughter’s 
special outing with her dad.

Biographer’s Day 
Have students interview one 
another or a member of their 
family and then write an abridged 
biography of their subject’s life.

Happy Book Birthday to  
The Itchy Book! (Elephant & Piggie 
Like Reading!) by LeUyen Pham

Mother’s Day  
Parents come in all types and 
sizes. Share the books in the  
How Do Dinosaurs series by  
Jane Yolen and Mark Teague, 
which celebrates kids and 
parents of all types.

National Paper Airplane Day 
Check out the amazing  
database of paper airplanes  
from Fold N Fly and challenge 
your students to a flying 
competition with awards for 
longest distance, best trick flying, 
and best airplane design.

Geek Pride Day 
What do you geek out about?  
Let your geek flag fly proudly 
today by sharing your nerdy 
loves and encouraging your 
learners to do the same.

Candace Fleming’s Birthday 
Candace shares how she wrote 
the captivating, poetic text to 
Giant Squid in this podcast 
interview from All The Wonders.

Check out ALSC’s Summer 
Reading Lists for ideas on 
books to share with different  
age groups.

National Lucky Penny Day  
Leave pennies throughout your 
classroom or library throughout  
the day for students to find. As  
a student finds one, wish them a 
day of good luck.

National Water a Flower Day 
Read aloud The Dandelion Seed  
by Joseph Anthony.

Happy Book Birthday to  
Julian Is a Mermaid by Jessica Love

Andrew Clements’ Birthday 
Commemorate the author  
of Frindle and so many other 
beloved children’s books by  
inviting students to share their 
funny school stories.

Take the class outside and read a 
book that celebrates nature, such 
as The Busy Tree by Jennifer Ward, 
illustrated by Lisa Falkenstern.  

Memorial Day  
Share Maya Lin: Artist-Architect 
of Light and Lines by Jeanne 
Walker Harvey, illustrated by 
Dow Phumiruk, and talk to 
students about other memorials 
or monuments they have 
encountered.

National Inventors Month 
Have students design prototypes 
of unusual cafeteria-related 
inventions inspired by the 
bestelling Lunch Lady graphic 
novel series by Jarrett Krososzka.

Have older students read aloud 
their favorite books to small 
groups of kindergarten, first,  
or second graders.

National Smile Month 
Brought to you by the Oral 
Health Foundation, this 
celebration can be as much 
about dental hygiene as it is 
about enjoying sharing a smile 
with a friend. Post pictures of 
students sharing their silliest 
faces and best smiles on a 
bulletin board.

Get Caught Reading Month    |    National Physical Fitness and Sports Month    |    National Smile Month    |    National Inventors Month

Remember the jumping  
frog contest from Mark Twain’s 
“The Celebrated Jumping Frog  
of Calaveras County”? Did you 
know Calaveras County is a 
real place? And has a real frog 
jumping contest every May?
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