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Host a discussion and 
screening of contemporary 
satire, like Shrek, in your teen 
room.

Book Releases: The 
Burning Maze (The Trials of 
Apollo Bk. 3) by Rick Riordan

On the Come Up by Angie 
Thomas 

Book Display: Get 
teens ready for summer 
vacation with a fun “Book 
Your Flight” display like 
that on Epic Reads. Offer 
suggestions on what to 
read on their next trip 
based on their flight time.

Libraries Rock! Get your 
teen space ready for 
summer reading with 
some fun DIY vinyl 
record decorations.

Book Release: War Storm 
(Red Queen Bk. 4) by Victoria 
Aveyard. “Mare resolves to 
overthrow the kingdom of 
Norta once and for all … 
starting with the crown on 
Maven’s head.” 

Mother’s Day: Host an 
afternoon tea where 
teens have an opportunity 
to celebrate their mothers. 
Have your teen advisory 
group create invitations 
and decorations.

STEM Fun: Explore 
Einstein’s general theory 
of relativity with this 
interactive site that discusses 
why it still matters.

Book Release: Legendary 
(Caraval Bk. 2) by Stephanie 
Garber. “If Tella can’t fulfill her 
bargain and deliver Legend’s 
name, she’ll lose everything 
she cares about — maybe 
even her life.”

Passive Program: Set out 
this quick and easy DIY 
Retro Gum Holder for 
teens to make in your teen 
space.

Memorial Day: 
Recognize the efforts of 
men and women currently 
serving in the armed 
services with care boxes. 
Help teens write letters 
to send to active members 
of the military.

Books and Board 
Games: Pair a discussion 
of John Feinstein’s 
Backfield Boys with a 
game of Zoo Ball, where 
“tactics are as important 
as skill.”

Make patriotic pretzels 
or trail mix that teens 
can take with them to 
Memorial Day picnics and 
gatherings.

STEM Fun: The first US 
space station, “Skylab” 
was launched on this 
day in 1973. Explore 
the difference between 
mass and weight with 
this fun lesson plan with 
astronauts from NASA.
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National Physical Fitness and Sports Month: 
Host a community information night.

National Photography Month: 10 tips on 
taking great photos with your iPhone.

Backyard Games Week (May 21–28): Have fun 
with retro backyard games at your library.

Written by Emily Ellis 
Follow @demco and @gnomegrlem for more activity ideas
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On Free Comic Book 
Day,  plan a comic book 
movie marathon, invite 
an expert to your library 
to share the history of 
comic books and where 
to start reading, or offer a 
class on comic book art. 
#freecomicbookday

Saturday Librarian: 
Looking for a free, easy 
way to create professional 
looking marketing 
materials quickly? Check 
out Canva’s large variety of 
design templates.

Twilight Zone Day: 
Screen a marathon of the 
classic TV show. Make it a 
party and serve black and 
white treats. 

Movie Release: 
Avengers: Infinity War 

Never underestimate the 
fun of bingo on Star 
Wars Day. 

Happy birthday, J.M. Barrie. 
(b. 1860). “The moment you 
doubt whether you can fly, 
you cease for ever to be able 
to do it.” — from Peter Pan 

Test sibling connections on 
National Brothers and 
Sisters Day with a game 
of Codenames. Make it 
interesting with a sibling 
tournament to see which 
family is the last standing.

Teen Chef: Celebrate 
National Pizza Party 
Day with pizza inspired 
recipes like “Cheesy 
Pepperoni Pizza Sticks,” 
pizza-flavored popcorn, 
or watermelon pizza.

Make an easy, 3-ingredient 
lip gloss out of Kool-Aid® 
and coconut oil. Teens 
can keep the tasty gloss 
for themselves or gift to a 
friend.

Get crafty with your teens 
and this no-sew felt 
pillow.

Celebrate the uniqueness 
and diversity of humanity 
in a fun and lighthearted 
way for National Two 
Different Colored Shoes 
Day. Encourage teens to 
show their individuality 
with interesting footwear.

Have your teens host a 
special storytime outside 
under a tree for National 
Love a Tree Day. Celebrate 
the giving nature of trees 
with a reading of Shel 
Silverstein’s The Giving Tree.

Sally Ride Day celebrates 
the contributions of the 
first American woman to 
fly in space. In 2001, Ride 
established Sally Ride 
Science at UC San Diego. 
Check out her STEM 
resources and classroom 
lesson plans.

Movie Release: Solo: A 
Star Wars Story 

On this day, Douglas 
Adams fans around the 
universe carry a towel in 
his honor on Towel Day. 
#towelday

With the school year 
coming to an end, create 
DIY clothespin photo 
wreaths with your teens 
so that they can save 
all of their school year 
memories. 

Happy birthday, Walt 
Whitman (b. 1819). “Let 
your soul stand cool and 
composed before a million 
universes.” — from Song of 
Myself 

History Lesson: The 
criminal careers of the 
notorious Bonnie and 
Clyde came to an end in 
Louisiana on this day in 
1934. Explore the history 
of the legendary duo and 
depression era gangsters.

“Hey, Mr. Grumpy Gills … 
When life gets you down, 
you know what you gotta 
do? Just keep swimming.” 
Finding Nemo celebrates 
its 15-year anniversary. Plan a 
viewing of the under-the-sea 
favorite.

Head outdoors for May 
Ray Day and enjoy the 
warm beautiful sunshine. 
Bring the “sun” inside with 
this fun playlist.
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