
“There is no greater agony 
than bearing an untold story 
inside of you.”   
 – Maya Angelou, I Know Why the Caged 

Bird Sings

Bold pink text indicates a live link.
Click on the links to discover  
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog.

By Matthew Winner  
Follow @demco and @MatthewWinner for more monthly activity ideas
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Happy Book Birthday to Crescent 
Moons and Pointed Minarets: A 
Muslim Book of Shapes by Hena 
Khan, illustrated by Mehrdokht 
Amini.

Happy Book Birthday to  
What If ... by Samantha Berger, 
illustrated by Mike Curato.

National Name Yourself Day  
It’s finally here! The day you can 
officially be called “Awesome”! 
The day that “Danger” can be 
your middle name! Ask students 
what silly name they would give 
themselves.

International Children’s  
Book Day 
Read aloud, or challenge 
students to read, a book first 
published in another country. 
(Tip: Harry Potter books count!)

National Library Week 
Celebrate books with a fun 
themed bulletin board. 

Easter

School Library Month 
Celebrate all things library all 
month long with an array of 
activities from Education 
World. 

Happy Book Birthday to  Road 
Trip with Max and His Mom by Linda 
Urban, illustrated by Katie Kath.

Mathematics and Statistics 
Awareness Month 
Check out Education Place’s 
list of activities and online 
games. 

Happy Book Birthday to  
Be Prepared by Vera Brosgol.

William Shakespeare’s 
Birthday 
Read one of the hilarious books 
in the Fakespeare series by  
M. E. Castle.

National Honesty Day 
Read aloud Edwurd Fudwupper 
Fibbed Big by Berkeley Breathed. 
Then, hold a discussion about 
the importance of honesty. 

National Autism Awareness 
Month 
Read aloud a chapter of Elana 
K. Arnold’s A Boy Called Bat, 
illustrated by Charles Santoso, 
about a boy with autism who 
raises a baby skunk.

Wimpy Kid Month 
Celebrate everyone’s favorite 
Wimpy Kid this month with  
activities and resources from 
wimpykid.com.

National Humor Month 
Ask students, “What’s the 
funniest thing that has ever 
happened to you?” Then pair 
students up and have them 
share their funny stories with 
each other. 

School Library Month  |  National Humor Month  |  National Poetry Month  |  Mathematics and Statistics Awareness Month  |  National Autism Awareness Month
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http://www.demco.com/Category/Upstart-Promotions/_/N-184?ZZLWU04P1=UST
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/
https://twitter.com/MatthewWinner
https://www.pinterest.com/search/pins/?q=reading%20bulletin%20board&rs=typed&term_meta[]=reading%7Ctyped&term_meta[]=bulletin%7Ctyped&term_meta[]=board%7Ctyped
http://www.educationworld.com/a_special/national_library_week.shtml
http://www.educationworld.com/a_special/national_library_week.shtml
https://www.eduplace.com/monthlytheme/april/math.html
https://www.eduplace.com/monthlytheme/april/math.html
http://wimpykid.com
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/
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Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration
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World Health Day 
Encourage students to do 
something healthy for their 
bodies today. Take a walk. Spend 
time exercising. Eat a healthy 
meal or snack.

National Dolphin Day 
Nat Geo Kids has compiled 
a playlist of adorable and 
educational dolphin videos. 
Share your favorites with 
students.

Lee Bennett Hopkins’ 
Birthday 
Read School People, which 
celebrates the people who work 
in schools through poetry.

National Tartan Day 
Tartan is a pattern consisting 
of criss-crossed horizontal 
and vertical bands in multiple 
colours. Wear tartan socks or a 
tartan scarf today.

National Poetry Month 
Give students this challenge: Visit 
the 811 nonfiction section of your 
library and complete a 3-2-1 poetry 
challenge this month: write 3 
original poems, share 2 poems you 
love with others, and memorize 1 
favorite poem.

Maya Angelou’s Birthday 
Hear Dr. Maya Angelou share 
how we can be a rainbow in 
someone else’s cloud. 

National Look Alike Day 
You’ll have to plan ahead for 
this one. Encourage students to 
coordinate outfits with friends for 
an extra silly day.

National High Five Day  
Give your students high fives 
as they enter the room today! 
Encourage them to high five 
all of their friends and family 
members, too. 

National Grilled Cheese 
Sandwich Day 
Try one of these 50 grilled 
cheese variations.  
I recommend #30: the Meaty 
Macaroni.

National Read a  
Road Map Day 
Challenge students to look 
in a US atlas or road map to 
identify five cities between your 
hometown and the capital of 
Utah (or another state).

National Pet Owner’s Day 
Ask students, “What do you think 
your pets do all day while you’re 
away?” Show The Secret Life of Pets 
and get an idea!

National Superhero Day 
This celebration was started by 
Marvel comic creators in 1995. 
Ask students, “What would be 
your super power?”

Coretta Scott King’s Birthday  
Read aloud a book (or an excerpt 
of a book) from the long list 
of Coretta Scott King Book 
Award winners.

Poem in Your Pocket Day 
Challenge students to carry a 
copy of a favorite poem in their 
pocket (or backpack) today and 
share it with at least three other 
people throughout the day.

National Telephone Day 
Remind students of the value of 
memorizing important phone 
numbers. Can they recite their home 
phone numbers? Or a parent’s cell 
phone number?

School Library Month  |  National Humor Month  |  National Poetry Month  |  Mathematics and Statistics Awareness Month  |  National Autism Awareness Month

National Kindergarten Day 
Today celebrates the birthday of 
Friedrich Froebel, who founded 
the first kindergarten in Germany 
in 1837.
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http://www.demco.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nYXFletWH4
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/articles/50-grilled-cheese
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/articles/50-grilled-cheese
http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/coretta-scott-king-book-awards-all-recipients-1970-present
http://www.ala.org/rt/emiert/coretta-scott-king-book-awards-all-recipients-1970-present

