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Bold red text indicates a live link. 
Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog.
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Happy book birthday to  
Little Leaders: Bold Women in  
Black History by Vashti Harrison

George Ancona’s Birthday 
Ancona’s photography work in 
children’s literature chronicles 
the lives, values, and passions 
of children of all ages. Share  
It’s Our Garden and, if possible, 
start planning your own school 
garden for the spring!

Let’s Hug Day
Read Scott Campbell’s  
Hug Machine and encourage 
students to use hugs to make  
the people and things in their 
lives feel noticed and loved.

Hanukkah Begins at Sundown 
Share Queen of the Hanukkah Dosas, 
a new picture book by Pamela 
Ehrenberg and Anjan Sarkar about a 
mixed-heritage (Jewish and Indian) 
family preparing for the holiday.

Universal Human Rights Month
Celebrate Human Rights Day  
and month by sharing this  
child-friendly version of  
the Universal Declaration  
of Human Rights, provided  
by Compasito.

Hold a craft workshop for  
students to make their own 
winter creations.

Kwanzaa Begins
Read aloud Seven Spools of  
Thread: A Kwanzaa Story by  
Angela S. Medearis.

Bake Cookies Day
Bake some tasty Word Cookies 
with your students! This 
addictive word-building  
game is available for free on 
Google Play and iTunes.

Christmas Day
Read aloud Greg Pizzoli’s  
The 12 Days of Christmas, a story 
about a young elephant who 
literally receives all of the gifts  
in the traditional song.

Maple Syrup Day 
The quest for the last drop 
of maple syrup is on in Lady 
Pancake and Sir French Toast  
by Josh Funk and Brendan 
Kearney. Just try not to eat  
the main characters while 
enjoying this book!

Read aloud The Christmas Eve Tree, 
a magical story about a young 
homeless boy who rescues a 
spindly tree on Christmas Eve.

New Year’s Eve
Encourage students to pick a 
word to live by for the coming 
year, such as “create” or “kind.”

William Joyce’s Birthday
Visit http://www.theguardians 
ofchildhoodbooks.com/ for 
trading cards, videos, bios of the 
Guardians, and more.
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http://www.demco.com/UPSTART
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog//?utm_source=Activity+Calendar&utm_medium=Calendar&utm_campaign=Childrens
http://www.eycb.coe.int/compasito/chapter_6/pdf/1.pdf
http://www.eycb.coe.int/compasito/chapter_6/pdf/1.pdf
http://www.eycb.coe.int/compasito/chapter_6/pdf/1.pdf
https://www.babble.com/crafts-activities/10-fun-winter-crafts-for-kids/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.bitmango.go.wordcookies&hl=en
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/word-cookies/id1153883316?mt=8
http://www.theguardiansofchildhoodbooks.com/
http://www.theguardiansofchildhoodbooks.com/
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog//?utm_source=Activity+Calendar&utm_medium=Calendar&utm_campaign=Childrens
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“Old friends sometimes need no words  
to understand each other.”  
— William Joyce, The Sandman and the War of Dreams 
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Read a New Book Month 
Create a bulletin board titled 
“Reading Is Snow Much Fun!” 
Place a large snowman in the 
center and have students add 
snowflakes with the titles of  
new books they read during  
the month.

Mathematician Grace 
Hopper’s Birthday
Read aloud Grace Hopper: 
Queen of Computer Code by 
Laurie Wallmark and Katy 
Wu to learn more about the 
boundary-breaking woman who 
revolutionized computer science.

Mary Azarian’s Birthday 
Listen to Azarian talk about  
the inspiration for  
Snowflake Bentley.

Eric Velasquez’s Birthday
Read aloud Schomburg: The Man 
Who Built a Library, written by 
Carole Boston Weatherford and 
illustrated by Velasquez, the true 
story of an Afro-Puerto Rican 
law clerk who established a 
groundbreaking collection at the 
New York Public Library.

Mitten Tree Day
Help establish a 
mitten tree at your 
school or in your 
community to help 
warm the hands of 
those in need.

National Ugly Sweater Day 
Provide thrift-store sweaters  
or sweatshirts, glue, buttons, 
tinsel, felt, and other supplies  
for students to make their own 
ugly holiday creations!

Monkey Day
Share a video about the leisurely 
life of spider monkeys, as well 
as other primate videos, at 
nationalgeographic.com.  
Try to resist. We dare you.

Write to a Friend Month 
Celebrate Letter Writing Day 
this month by having students 
write a letter to a friend or family 
member. Tell them they can 
write about anything—a book 
they are reading, a funny thing 
that happened at school, or 
something they are excited about.

Violin Day
Read Ada’s Violin: The Story of the 
Recycled Orchestra of Paraguay 
by Susan Hood and Sally Wern 
Comport and view the trailer for 
Landfill Harmonic, the documentary 
capturing this story.

Roots Day
Have students make family trees 
to share with the class. Hand out 
templates or encourage them 
to design their own.

Rudyard Kipling’s 
Birthday  
Show one of  
Disney’s versions of  
The Jungle Book.

Jerry Pinkney’s Birthday 
Enjoy Pinkney’s new telling of  
The Three Billy Goats Gruff or 
any one of his many beautifully 
illustrated picture books.

Molly Bang’s Birthday
Read aloud Bang’s When Sophie’s 
Feeling Are Really, Really Hurt. Ask 
students if they have ever felt 
like Sophie does in the story and 
what they did about it.

Winter Solstice
On this first official day of winter, 
talk about the sights, sounds, and 
smells that remind you of the 
season. Does the climate change 
seasonally where you live? Do 
storefronts look different? Are 
there foods you enjoy in the 
winter season?

Card Playing Day
Cozy winter days are perfect for 
card games. Teach kids a variety 
of classic games.

Games Day
Try playing a new game with your 
students today! Check out more 
than 20 games and toys from 
around the world.

Erin Stead’s Birthday
Don’t miss Stead’s breathtaking 
illustrations in The Purloining of 
Prince Oleomargarine, a previously 
unfinished children’s story by  
Mark Twain now completed by 
Philip Stead.

Read a New Book Month   |  Write to a Friend Month   |   Universal Human Rights Month

Chocolate-Covered  
Anything Day
Ask students, “If you could eat 
any food covered in chocolate, 
what would it be?” For ideas, here 
are “15 Chocolate-Covered 
Treats You Didn’t Know  
You Needed.”
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