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Family Fun Month: Head outside for giant 
bubble fun for the whole family.
 
National Immunization Awareness Month: Host 
a local practitioner for a question-and-answer 
session on immunizations.

Bold brown text 
indicates a live link. 
Click on the links 
to discover more 
information. For  
more programming 
ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/
category/blog/.
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Celebrate the debut of Spider-
Man in 1962 with a display of 
memorabilia or a movie marathon. 

Invite your local police 
department to discuss ways to 
keep your community safe for 
National Night Out. 

Congressional Medal recipient 
and African-American explorer 
Matthew Henson was born 
on this day in 1866. Henson and 
Edwin Peary discovered the  
North Pole in 1909. 

On this day in 1974, French 
juggler Philippe Petit walked 
a tightrope between the Twin 
Towers in New York City. Share 
other world-record-breaking 
and death-defying feats or 
show the 2015 film The Walk, 
starring Joseph Gordon-Levitt.  

English poet Alfred Lord 
Tennyson was born on this 
day in 1809. Highlight the works 
of the poet laureate in a poetry 
reading or display. 

Andy Warhol, the leader of 
the Pop Art Movement, was 
born in 1928. Make your own 
pop-art pet portraits.

Practice meditation, introduce 
beginner’s yoga or plan a spa day 
craft for Relaxation Day. 

The Perseid meteor shower 
will peak on Aug. 12–13. Set 
the alarm for the early morning 
hours to view up to 80 meteors 
per hour. 

Free passage between East 
and West Berlin was sealed off 
as the Berlin Wall came into 
existence on this day in 1961.

Display the works of Ray 
Bradbury, who was born  
on this day in 1920.

Encourage others to commit an 
act of kindness in celebration of 
Be An Angel Day. 

Share the benefits of a low- 
sodium diet on More Herbs 
Less Salt Day, or offer a program 
on indoor herb gardens. 

In 1988, President Reagan 
named this day National 
Senior Citizens Day to 
recognize the service and 
commitment of our older 
generations. Plan a volunteer 
program at a nursing home 
or host a card tournament or 
coffee chat for seniors.

Over 250,000 people marched 
through Washington, D.C., on 
this day in 1963 to call attention 
to the injustice and inequalities 
that black Americans faced. 
Share John Lewis’s award-
winning graphic novel series, 
March, with your community. 

Invite a local station to 
broadcast from the library 
on National Radio Day. 
Or demonstrate the use of 
a shortwave radio and 
communicate with someone in 
another state or country. 

Turn your weeded books  
into works of art with  
altered poetry pages. 

Mother Teresa was born on 
this day in 1910. Explore the 
life and service of the Nobel 
Peace Prize winner. 
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http://www.guinnessworldrecords.com/
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http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/peace/laureates/1979/teresa-bio.html
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Passive Program: Create  
a sticky note quilt or other  
pixel design and allow patrons to 
fill it with book recommendations 
and inspiration. 

Cecil B. DeMille, legendary 
director and a founder of the 
Academy of Motion Pictures, was 
born on this day in 1881.

Invite a local appraiser or record 
store to appraise rare albums for 
National Vinyl Record Day.

Frederick Douglass gave his 
first speech on this day in 1841 
at the Anti-slavery Convention 
in Massachusetts. Explore 
Library of Congress’s “Born in 
Slavery: Slave Narratives.”   

Elvis Week kicks off in 
Memphis. Screen an Elvis 
movie. 

Display your library’s jazz 
collection or invite a local 
musician to your library for a 
concert to celebrate Louis 
Armstrong’s birthday.

Entice book lovers into the library 
with a coffee and pastry bar 
(sponsored by a local bakery) 
and comfy reading nooks for 
National Book Lover’s Day. 
#nationalbookloversday

Help parents get their  
students ready to head back 
to school with a program on 
planning and preparing 
healthy school lunches. 

On Bad Poetry Day, inspire 
your community to compose 
really rotten verses for fun.

Commemorate the day in 1920 
that the 19th Amendment was 
ratified, granting women the 
right to vote, by showing the 
2004 film Iron Jawed Angels.

Offer tips on shopping like  
a pro for National Thrift 
Shop Day. 

Folk hero and frontiersman 
Davy Crockett was born  
on this day in 1786. 

The Smithsonian Institution 
was founded in 1846 to 
“increase the diffusion of 
knowledge.” The Smithsonian 
has become the world’s largest 
museum and research complex. 

Share recipes and the 
health benefits of a favorite 
summer snack on National 
Watermelon Day. 

In 1896, gold was found in Rabbit 
Creek, Canada. A year later, 
100,000 goldseekers set off for the 
Yukon in the Great Klondike Gold 
Rush. Plan a showing of The Gold 
Rush, starring Charlie Chaplin. 

Women’s Equality Day 
was established in 1971 to 
commemorate the adoption of 
the 19th amendment in 1920. 
Display the talents of renowned 
women of history in a display. 

Celebrate man’s best friend 
on National Dog Day with 
homemade treats.

American composer and 
conductor Leonard Bernstein 
was born on this day in 1918.  
Plan a showing of West Side 
Story, which features one of his 
most famous movie scores. 

In 79 A.D., Mount Vesuvius 
erupted and buried the Roman 
city of Pompeii, preserving 
the ancient city in ash. 

Teach grandparents slight-of-
hand magic tricks to wow 
their grandchildren. 

Get inspired and capture 
expressions of happiness in your 
community, like SoulPancake’s 
Snap Your Joy project. 

“Life, although it may only be  
an accumulation of anguish, is 
dear to me, and I will defend it.” 
— Mary Shelley, born on this 
day in 1797. Host a book discussion 
on Shelley’s masterpiece, 
Frankenstein. 

Offer patrons root beer floats  
in honor of the creation of  
“Black Cows” in 1893.

“It isn’t all over; everything has 
not been invented; the human 
adventure is just beginning.” 
— Star Trek creator Gene 
Roddenberry, born on this day 
in 1921 
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