
“All adventures, 
especially into new 
territory, are scary.”   
 – Sally Ride

Bold pink text indicates a live 
link. Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  

ideas.demco.com/category/blog/.

By Matthew Winner  
Follow him on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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Happy book birthday to That 
Neighbor Kid By Daniel Miyares. In 
the story, a young girl watches her 
new neighbor work on a curious 
project. When she finally says hello 
to him, he invites her to help him 
build a tree house, and the two 
become best friends.

Happy book birthday to Cinnamon 
by Neil Gaiman and Divya Srinivasan. 
A talking tiger in this mythic story 
from India may be the only one who 
is able to get a princess to speak. 
What would cause a person to 
remain silent for so long? And what 
techniques do you use when trying 
to help someone open up?

World Red Cross Day 
Talk about the importance  
of helping others, and visit  
the Red Cross website for  
ways you can help support  
your community through 
donations and volunteering.

Children’s Book Week  
(May 1–7) 
Check out activities and 
resources that will help you 
inspire kids to love reading!

Teacher Appreciation Week 
(May 7–13) 
What better way to kick off the 
month than by showing some 
love for teachers! Have kids make 
thank-you cards for their teachers 
for all that they do.

Happy book birthday to  
Bulldozer Helps Out by Candace 
Fleming and Eric Rohmann. Invite 
young readers to bring in their 
favorite construction toys from 
home as you read aloud this 
adorable new picture book!

Mother’s Day 
Celebrate all kinds of families by 
reading aloud Lesléa Newman’s 
classic picture book, Heather 
Has Two Mommies, or Miriam B. 
Schiffer’s Stella Brings the Family 
for a different perspective on 
celebrating moms.

Happy book birthday to Colette’s 
Lost Pet by Isabelle Arsenault. Colette’s 
small fib about having a pet turns 
into a larger-than-life, world-traveling 
parakeet that doesn’t actually exist. 
Discuss what it means to fit in and 
how we can welcome others. Then 
have students make up their own 
outrageous stories together!

Happy book birthday to On the 
Spot: Countless Funny Stories by 
Amy Krouse Rosenthal and Lea 
Redmond. Gather a handful of 
pocket-sized objects for use in this 
Mad Libs-like storybook, and get 
ready for giggles!

Arnold Lobel’s birthday 
Read aloud a classic Frog 
and Toad story. Then hold a 
discussion about friendship and 
what qualities kids look for in a 
best friend. Whether sending 
mail, raking leaves, or eating 
cookies, everything is made 
better with friends.

Memorial Day

Andrew Clements’ Birthday 
Check out reading group 
guides and curriculum guides 
for many of Andrew’s books, 
including Frindle, The Map Trap, 
and more. 

Get Caught Reading Month 
Check out the official Get 
Caught Reading website 
for ideas on how to celebrate 
reading this month!

National Hamburger Day 
What’s your favorite hamburger 
topping? That’s easy enough, but 
what do you think an elephant’s 
favorite topping would be? What 
about a shark? Or a monster? 
Hold a delicious discussion with 
your students.

National Chocolate  
Chip Day 
Ask students: “If you  
could put chocolate chips in  
any food, what would it be?” 
Have them write a recipe for  
their fantasy food. Share a 
chocolate chip treat as you  
talk about student’s creations.

National Bike Month    |    Get Caught Reading Month     |     National Physical Fitness and Sports Month    
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http://www.demco.com/Category/Upstart-Promotions/_/N-184?ZZLWU04P1=UST
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/
https://twitter.com/MatthewWinner
http://www.redcross.org/support
http://everychildareader.net/cbw/resources
http://everychildareader.net/cbw/resources
http://www.andrewclements.com/readingGroupGuides.html
http://www.andrewclements.com/readingGroupGuides.html
http://www.getcaughtreading.org/teachers-librarians.php
http://www.getcaughtreading.org/teachers-librarians.php
http://tinyurl.com/jg8ebyz
http://ideas.demco.com/category/blog/
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Barbara McClintock’s 
Birthday 
Read Emma and Julia Love Ballet 
and have students share what 
they want to be when they grow 
up. Who might they talk to in 
order to learn more about their 
interests?

National Bike 
Month 
Read Eric’s Big Day: 
A Bicycle Race Unlike 
Any Other by Rod 
Waters.

Limerick Day 
Have some fun by reading 
aloud excerpts of Lou Brooks’ 
Twimericks: the Book of Tongue-
Twisting Limericks, then challenge 
students to write limericks 
of their own with the help of 
Poetry4Kids. 

Leo Lionni’s Birthday

Cinco de Mayo 
My Kids’ Adventures has an 
impressive list of activities you 
and your students can do to 
commemorate Cinco de Mayo. 

Clean Up Your Room Day 
Messy is a matter of perspective, 
right? Have students write a poem 
or short story about a time they 
had to clean their room when they 
wanted to be doing something else.

National Public Radio Day 
Have students interview someone 
whose story they would like to  
share with others. Use the  
Do-It-Yourself Guide offered  
by StoryCorps, an organization  
that partners with NPR to capture 
and share people’s stories. 

National Physical Fitness and 
Sports Month 
Share 14 ways for kids to 
become more active and 
increase their knowledge of 
physical fitness.

International Museum Day 
Make a plan today to take 
students on a field trip to a 
museum before the end of the 
month. Consider making this a 
Flat Stanley project to get even 
more people involved! Or, take 
virtual tours of exhibits at the 
Smithsonian.

Eat What You Want Day 
Share “Kenny Had a Camera,”  
a poem by Robert Pottle from  
I’m Allergic to School that will have 
you and your students giggling 
until milk squirts out your noses! 

Star Wars Day 
Greet one another with, “May 
the fourth (force) be with you!” 
on this day that celebrates the 
adventures of a long time ago in 
a galaxy far, far away! Encourage 
students to dress as their favorite 
Star Wars characters, and read  
a Star Wars story! 

Pack Rat Day 
Explain to students that a pack rat 
is someone who collects or saves 
things that they don’t need. Do they 
know anyone who is a pack rat? Do 
they save anything that they should 
throw away instead?

Sun Screen Day 
Today’s a reminder of how we 
can protect our bodies from the 
sun’s harmful rays, but it’s also 
a reminder to get outside and 
enjoy the sun. Take students 
outside for a walk or to play 
games in the sunshine.

Sally Ride Day 
Read aloud Who Was Sally Ride? 
by Megan Stine and visit NASA’s 
website to learn more about the 
first American woman in space. 

National Salad Month 
Bring more greens to the snack 
table with 20 kid-friendly 
salad recipes. 

Scavenger Hunt Day 
Can you find a paper clip, a 
numbered tile, and a green 
rhinoceros? Challenge your students 
or friends to a scavenger hunt 
around your library, school, or 
neighborhood. You can find some 
great lists on Pinterest to get you 
started.

World No Tobacco Day 
Share No Thanks, but I’d Love to 
Dance: Choosing to Live Smoke  
Free by Jackie Reimer, as well  
as additional resources. 
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Mary Pope Osborne’s Birthday 
Jack and Annie have been on many 
adventures throughout 50 stories 
in the Magic Tree House series. Ask 
students if there are any adventures 
they’d still like to read. Have them 
think of a title for a new Magic Tree 
House book.
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http://www.demco.com
http://tinyurl.com/zh4zhuv
http://www.mykidsadventures.com/cinco-de-mayo/
https://storycorps.org/do-it-yourself-guide/
https://www2.ed.gov/free/features/physical-fitness-and-sports.html
https://www2.ed.gov/free/features/physical-fitness-and-sports.html
https://www.si.edu/Exhibitions/Search/Virtual
https://www.si.edu/Exhibitions/Search/Virtual
http://tinyurl.com/zt83paq
https://www.amazon.com/Star-Wars-5-Minute-Stories/dp/1484728203/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1487267331&sr=1-1&keywords=star+wars+for+kids
http://tinyurl.com/z86rx6m
http://tinyurl.com/z86rx6m
http://www.todaysparent.com/recipes/salad-20-delicious-kid-approved-recipes/
http://www.todaysparent.com/recipes/salad-20-delicious-kid-approved-recipes/
http://tinyurl.com/gsmyvsp
http://tinyurl.com/hjvjtdn

