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Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog.

“Today we’re going to be like 
the earth, spinning around and 
affecting many. Today we’re 
going to think about our part in 
the revolution.”  
— Rita Williams-Garcia, One Crazy Summer
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April Fool’s Day 
While your pranksters are off 
reading Mac Barnett and Jory 
John’s The Terrible Two series, 
prepare them an April Fool’s 
meal they won’t soon forget with 
the help of these food imposter 
recipes from Party Pinching: 
http://partypinching.com/april-
fools-day/.

Draw a Bird Day 
The origins of this holiday 
remind us of the impact a simple 
drawing can make in another’s 
life. Let students be inspired by 
Lucy Cousins’ Hooray for Birds! 
and provide materials for them 
to draw their own bird pictures! 
Find out more about this holiday 
at http://www.dabday.com/.

World Health Day 
Today is a great day to talk to 
students about healthy habits. 
Read I Will Not Ever NEVER Eat a 
Tomato by Lauren Child. Then, 
have students write a short story 
about a time they tried a new 
healthy food that they thought 
they wouldn’t like. 

Read a Road Map Day 
Long before phones were smart 
enough to direct you anywhere, 
people followed road maps. 
Draw a map leading from your 
library to a number of local 
landmarks. Then see if students 
can give someone directions by 
reading your map.

Happy book birthday to  
Be Quiet! by Ryan T. Higgins.  
In this story a mouse wants  
this picture book to be wordless 
and beautiful, but his friend 
cannot seem to keep it down. 
How many other words for 
“quiet” can you name?  
How about for “loud”?

National Poetry Month 
Challenge students to read  
and write different types of 
poems: rhyming, concrete,  
haiku, and reverse. And when 
they find a favorite, save a copy 
for Poem In Your Pocket day 
(celebrated on April 27th). 

International Children’s  
Book Day 
Read a book first published in 
another country and in another  
language. The newly formed 
Mildred L. Batchelder Award  
at http://tinyurl.com/aqombwe  
is a great place to start! 

On this day in 1828, Webster’s 
dictionary was first published. 
Since then, thousands of words 
have been added. Check out 
Merriam Webster’s annual list of 
the most searched words of that 
year: http://tinyurl.com/jkv87dl.

Rita Williams-Garcia’s 
Birthday 
It’s the summer of 1968 and 
three sisters are traveling to 
Oakland, California, to meet the 
mother who abandoned them. 
If you haven’t yet read One Crazy 
Summer, move it to the top of 
your to-be-read list!

Post-It Notes® first went on 
sale on this day in 1980. The 
sticky notes have come a long 
way, including inspiring some 
incredible pixel art. Check out 
25+ Post-It Note DIY Ideas at 
http://tinyurl.com/hd7t6vg.

National Bookmobile Day 
Show your students 
bookmobiles from around the 
world at http://ebookfriendly.com/
extraordinary-mobile-libraries/. 
Then have your students draw 
their own ideas for a cool 
bookmobile. What sets their 
bookmobiles apart from the rest?

Happy book birthday to  
The Amazing Crafty Cat by 
Charise Mericle Harper. This  
new graphic novel is the first  
of a 3-book series featuring a 
little girl who can craft her way 
out of any situation.

National Library Week  
(April 9–15)

School Library Month 
Invite parents to an open house  
to tour your school library. 
Encourage students to dress up as 
their favorite book characters. 

Earth Day 
Today is a day to give thanks for 
all of the gifts the earth has given 
us. Listen to songs from Evergreen 
Everblue, Raffi’s award-winning 
album about ecology, and talk 
with students about what they 
can do to help our planet.

National Zipper Day 
Have students use online 
resources to discover when 
the zipper was invented. Then, 
have students try to count all 
of the zippers they own. 

Barbara Park’s Birthday 
Celebrate the creator of the 
beloved Junie B. Jones books by 
reading about Junie’s adventures 
with a yucky blucky fruitcake or 
that stupid smelly bus.

Arbor Day 
While taking time to give thanks 
for all that trees provide, read 
aloud Celebritrees: Historic & 
Famous Trees of the World by 
Margi Preus (and thank the trees 
that helped to make the book).

National Pineapple Upside 
Down Cake Day 
This dessert is not only a staple 
of many family celebrations, it’s 
also an easy recipe that anyone 
can follow without a whole lot of 
ingredients or cooking experience. 
But just in case, here’s a recipe and 
video walkthrough: http://tinyurl.
com/jpd5bth.

Take Our Daughters and Sons 
to Work Day 
Encourage students to learn 
more about what their parents 
do each day to provide for them. 
Have students share what they 
discovered with the rest of  
the group.

National Humor Month 
Know any good jokes? Share  
joke books with your students 
and challenge them to tell a joke 
to at least three people today.

John J. Audobon’s Birthday 
Share the beautiful drawings 
that make up Audubon’s Birds of 
America, viewable here: http://
tinyurl.com/q22f5bp. Then, make 
your own birdhouses. See ideas 
at http://tinyurl.com/jgaafgy.

Happy book birthday to Georgie’s 
Best Bad Day by Ruth Chan. How 
do you get rid of a bad day? If 
you’re feeling down today, try 
doing the thing you love the 
most to do. And make sure you 
have some friends around to 
join you!

Happy book birthday to Plankton is 
Pushy by Jonathan Fenske. Mussel 
won’t open up and talk, but 
that doesn’t stop Plankton from 
becoming increasingly pushy on the 
matter. Find a friend and challenge 
him or her to stay straight-faced 
while you make attempts to make 
him or her laugh.

Math Awareness Month 
For a variety of games and 
activities relating to core math 
concepts in grades K-8, visit 
http://tinyurl.com/ho28eca.

National Autism Awareness 
Month
Print, color, cut out, and display 
your own autism ribbon to show 
your support and love for those 
identified with autism. Go to: 
http://tinyurl.com/j3xw7n3

Easter Sunday 
Read aloud Pete the Cat: Big Easter 
Adventure by James Dean  
and Kimberly Dean.

Talk Like Shakespeare Day 
For a Shakespeare glossary, 
games, and more, check out 
http://tinyurl.com/jpxkfa4.

National Card and Letter 
Writing Month 
Challenge students to write 
letters by hand instead of emails. 

Passover Begins at Sundown 

Encourage a Young Writer 
Day 
Encourage your young writers 
to unleash their creativity. Check 
out this list of creative writing 
prompts: http://tinyurl.com/
yc233lr.

National Poetry Month   |  School Library Month   |   Math Awareness Month   |   National Humor Month

World Art Day 
Participate in an “art drop” in 
your neighborhood today. Have 
students create works of art, then 
leave them in a public place to 
be shared with others. Include a 
note indicating you’re sharing art 
in celebration of World Art Day.
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