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Setting the Scene
Recycling Center: Create a recycling center reading 
area in your classroom or library. Attach a corrugated 
cardboard roof to a wall in back and support it with front 
corner poles (perhaps lumber or PVC pipe uprights with 
“feet” to make them freestanding). Equip your center 
with recycling bins and seating made of old tires. Set a 
clean tire on the floor and put a fluffy pillow in the center. 
Place another pillow behind it against the wall. Make 
a bookshelf of bricks and boards to display books on 
recycling and the environment. Display Upstart’s Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle poster (http://tinyurl.com/gloh9q6) and 
provide copies of the coordinating bookmark (http://
tinyurl.com/jh6nv6h). If there’s room, add a jigsaw puzzle 
with a recycling theme on a small table. 

“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle” Bulletin Board: Back your 
bulletin board with reusable fabric instead of paper. 
Green burlap is a good choice. Title your board “Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle @ Your Library!” and decorate it with the 
themed poster and bookmarks. Announce upcoming 
activities on signs made in the shape of the recycling 
triangle logo. (Use enlarged copies of the reproducible 

recycling symbols on page 8.) Post a booklist of titles 
from your collection related to taking care of the planet, 
with book jackets. Or display kids’ Green Tips flash cards 
(see page 3), stories, or other theme-related creations. 

Book Display: Make an attractive book display surface 
from materials you’ve rescued from the trash. You might 
paint or refinish discarded furniture; decorate and up-end 
old buckets, bins, or boxes; or use wood stacking palates. 
See Upstart’s Reduce, Reuse, Recyle Pinterest board 
(https://tinyurl.com/gqlu2xo) for ideas. Be sure to identify 
your display surface with wall text that explains what it is 
and how you’ve reused it.
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Green Incentives: Theme bookmarks, bags, and 
notebooks (http://tinyurl.com/ju3xwkf) from the Reduce, 
Reuse, Recycle materials or individual earth-friendly soaps 
can be used as incentives for reaching reading goals 
or prizes for winning games or 
contests. Or put together simple 
craft kits from recycled materials, 
such as used jewelry beads and 
thread. Plain cloth napkins tied 
to a couple of nontoxic fabric 
markers make nice craft kits that 
encourage saving paper.

Games/Contests
Crossword Puzzle:  See page 6 for a Reduce, Reuse, 
Recycle Crossword Puzzle.

Poster Contest: Have kids create posters with catchy 
slogans and effective illustrations that encourage Earth-
friendly habits. You might judge these in age groups,  
or in categories like “Most Inspiring,” “Most Colorful,” 
“Best Researched,” etc.

Go Green Game: Challenge children to create a “Go 
Green” board game. Have them design a game path on 
poster board, divided into spaces large enough for 2 to 
4 game pieces. You might start at “Smog City” and work 
your way to “Greentown” with appropriate illustrations, 
or travel along a recycling arrows logo, marking starting 
and ending spots. Boards should have about 60 spaces. 
Provide pawns and dice or a numbered spinner, and a 
noisemaker (whistle, bell, or horn) rescued from discarded 
games or made from discarded items. Mark about half 
of the spaces on your board with one of the following 
symbols, in random order and in equal numbers: A drop 
for water, a light bulb for electricity, a notepad for paper, 
and a fuel pump for fossil fuels. Kids will take turns rolling 
the dice and moving along the path. When a player lands 
on a space with a symbol, she must quickly (within 10 
seconds) think up a tip for conserving that particular 
resource. Sound the noisemaker when the time is up. If 
she comes up with a practical tip, she keeps her place on 
the board. If not, she moves back two spaces. The first 
child to reach the goal wins a small prize.

Recycling Relays: Set up a row of recycling bins marked 
for plastic, glass, metal, and paper at one end of the room. 
Gather clean used recyclable items, free of sharp edges 

or other dangers, that match the bin categories, and 
divide them randomly, but in even numbers, into several 
boxes. Divide kids into teams with equal numbers and 
line them up behind a starting line across the room from 
the recycling bins. Give each team a box of recyclables. 
When you say “Go,” the first child on each team grabs 
an item from his team’s box, runs to the appropriate bin, 
drops it in the bin, runs back to his team, and taps the 
next child in line. The first team to empty its box into 
the correct bins and return to the starting line wins. You 
might want to color code each team’s items so that you 
can easily see if the winning team put all of their items 
in the correct bins.

Arts/Crafts
Recycling Symbol Art: Make enlarged copies of the 
recycling symbol on page 8 on unused backsides of 
paper or recycled paper. Have children decorate the 
arrows with colors, words, and designs that send a 
“green” message. Use the artwork to decorate your 
classroom or children’s room.

Another R—Rescue! Have a workshop to rescue and 
restore used or broken toys or games for donation to 
a homeless shelter or children’s hospital waiting room. 
Invite families to bring in toys that are destined for the 
trash because of repairable imperfections. Provide a 
variety of craft materials and leftover parts from other 
discarded toys and see what magic you can work to 
restore items to usable condition. “New” toys for kids 
who need them, the satisfaction of providing meaningful 
service, and less to the landfill—everybody wins!

Eco-smart Shopping Bags: Supply or have kids bring 
in canvas shopping bags. Provide fabric paints and 
markers in bright colors and let kids customize their 
bags with personal symbols or earth-friendly slogans. 

Snacks
Earth-friendly Snacking: When you serve snacks,  
be sure to use reusable bowls or cups and minimize 
waste whenever possible. Some disposables are made 
from recycled materials, and plastic flatware can be 
washed and reused. 

Ladybugs or Ants on a Log: Celebrate nature with 
this creative snack. Spread peanut butter down the 
center of celery sticks. Place dried cranberries on top 
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of the peanut butter for ladybugs or raisins for ants. 
Another variation is to use mashed avocado instead of 
peanut butter and small grape tomatoes for the ladybugs. 
Healthy and delicious! 

Rice Krispies® Earth Treat: Make miniature Earth  
treats out of Rice Krispies!

Ingredients:

• 1/4 cup margarine

• 40 regular marshmallows

• 1/2 tsp. vanilla

• 6 cups Rice Krispies

• Green and blue food coloring

Directions:

Melt margarine and marshmallows over medium heat 
in a large pot. Wait for the marshmallows and the 
margarine to begin to melt; then, stir in vanilla and Rice 
Krispies. Continue to stir until the ingredients are mixed 
well. Divide into two bowls using a spatula. Add green 
food coloring to one bowl and blue food coloring to the 
second. Stir each thoroughly. Allow the children to take 
a scoop from the blue bowl and a scoop from the green 
bowl and mash them together in a ball (the earth). Set the 
earth treats aside until they are completely cool. Enjoy!

Worms in Dirt: Talk about the vital role earthworms play 
in “growing green” by keeping our soil clean and healthy. 
Then honor these tiny-but-mighty eco-heroes by serving 
a treat of chocolate pudding covered with a layer of 
ground up chocolate sandwich cookie “dirt” and nicely 
populated with gummy worms. 

Writing Projects
Green Tips Flash Cards: Challenge children to develop 
Green Tips flash cards for use at school or at home. 
Provide index cards (made from recycled materials). 
On one side, kids will write a tip for reducing, reusing, 
recycling, or otherwise improving the health of the 
planet. On the other, they will draw a picture that 
illustrates the tip. Encourage kids to start establishing  
eco-friendly habits by quizzing themselves and each 
other to remember the tips from the pictures. Tips are 
everywhere! If you need help getting started, check out 
the books and websites mentioned on pages 4–5.

Letters to the Editor: Encourage children to read 
books about dangers to our environment and look for 
local examples in the news. Do many people in your 
community drive big, gas-guzzling vehicles? Are local 
industries polluting the air or water? What companies  
use excessive amounts of paper? Promote kid-power  
by having kids write about local problems in letters to  
the editor of the community newspaper. They should  
try to include helpful suggestions as well as criticism.

Super Eco-Hero: Invite kids to create a superhero whose 
job is to protect the health of the planet. They will write 
and illustrate stories introducing their superheroes, 
describing their superpowers, and explaining how they 
use them to combat eco-villains. 

Environmental Folktale: Read Paul Bunyan’s Sweetheart, 
a new twist on the Paul Bunyan tale. Then challenge kids 
to take another well-known folktale, fairy tale, or tall tale 
and rewrite it to carry an environmental message.

Packaging Patrol: Bring in items from a local store and 
have kids look for over-packaged items—things that are 
unnecessarily boxed or bagged in separate units inside  
an outer plastic carton, for example. Together, make  
notes about the items you find. List product names,  
brand names, manufacturers, etc. Write to the 
manufacturers asking them to reduce waste by 
minimizing packaging. 

Geography
Best and Worst: Which countries of the world are the 
most eco-friendly? The Environmental Performance Index, 
created by experts at Columbia and Yale Universities, 
ranks nations according to 25 indicators. You’ll find the 
2016 results at http://epi.yale.edu/country-rankings. Help 
children find the 10 most eco-friendly countries in the 
world (Finland, Iceland, Sweden, Denmark, Slovenia, 
Spain, Portugal, Estonia, Malta, and France) on a map or 
globe. Talk about why some countries score higher than 
others and some of the challenges Americans face if we 
hope to raise our score. 

Special Events
Trash Talk: Take a field trip to an area landfill or recycling 
center. Have a staff member lead a tour, explaining 
where the trash comes from, how much they handle, and 
what happens to it. Or bring in a waste management 

http://epi.yale.edu/country-rankings
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professional to present a program about how trash is 
handled in your community and the efforts to reduce, 
reuse, recycle, and eventually dispose of used items in 
environmentally sound ways.

Tree Planting: Work together with kids to raise money 
to buy a tree to plant on your library or school grounds, 
as recognition of the vital role of trees in keeping our 
air breathable. Or raise funds to buy or adopt an acre 
of rainforest. An online keyword search of “buy acre 
rainforest” will yield several organizations with ongoing 
programs. 

Community Garden: Have children work together to 
create their own community garden. If the library has 
access to sufficient outdoor space, transform a plot of 
land into a garden; if the library does not have access to 
outdoor space, use recyclables (e.g., empty milk jugs) 
for container gardening. Don’t forget to label which 
plants are which! Share the fruits of your garden with 
community members. Invite parents to participate. Check 
out http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2014/09/transforming-
your-library-with-a-garden/ for ideas and inspiration.

Math/Science Activities
Pop-Can Place Value: Use the story and lessons  
in Earth Day—Hooray! to introduce and work with  
the mathematical concept of place value.

Biodiversity and Balance by the Numbers: Read  
Uno’s Garden. Point out some of the number exercises  
in the book, and set it out where kids can explore 
ecological and mathematical concepts related to  
balance in our environment.

Environmental Heroes: Display, read, and/or booktalk 
books from your collection about scientists or 
environmental activists, like Rachel Carson and John Muir. 
Invite kids to read up on an environmental hero and share 
their new knowledge with the group.

Wasted Water! Offer kids this challenge: When you 
brush your teeth, plug the sink and let the water run. 
After you’re done, use a measuring cup and a bucket to 
measure how much water you used. Because you could 
wet your toothbrush before and rinse afterward using 1 
cup or less, subtract 1 cup from your total to determine 
the amount of water you wasted by keeping the faucet 
on for one brushing. Multiply that by 2 for morning and 

bedtime brushing, and then by 7 for a week’s worth of 
brushing. Finally, multiply that result by the number of 
people in your family to find the total amount of water 
your family would waste in a week using this unnecessary 
practice. Share and compare results, and encourage kids 
to turn off the tap!

“Going” Green: Invite kids to design land vehicles that 
run on eco-friendly power sources. This should be a 
creative exercise at the imaginative, rather than practical, 
level. Suggest categories such as wind power, sunlight, 
water power, or person power! Kids should draw pictures 
or make models of their vehicles using materials in your 
makerspace. Then, have them explain the concept of how 
they run to the rest of the group.

Internet Activities
Environmental Awareness Coloring Books: https://
kids.niehs.nih.gov/activities/coloring/help-the-environment/
index.htm. At the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences site, you can choose from several coloring 
books for kids to color online or print and color on paper.

Save the Planet: http://community.scholastic.com/save-
the-planet.html. Visit Scholastic’s Save the Planet message 
board for ideas to involve kids in helping their schools, 
families, and communities develop eco-friendly habits. 
Encourage kids to post their own messages to do their 
part to encourage others to help our planet! 

Science Kids Recycling Game: www.sciencekids.co.nz/
gamesactivities/recycling.html. This game challenges kids 
to sort items into three containers: recycling, compost, 
and trash.

EPA Climate Change Kids Site: http://epa.gov/
climatechange/kids/version2.html. This interactive,  
kid-friendly site teaches kids the basics of climate  
change and offers ways everyone can help. Kids can  
also test their knowledge and go on an online expedition 
around the world to learn about the global effects  
of climate change.  

Smog City 2: www.smogcity2.org/index.html. This 
sophisticated online game for older kids lets you  
explore factors that affect air quality and use an air 
pollution simulator to control it.

http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2014/09/transforming-your-library-with-a-garden/
http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2014/09/transforming-your-library-with-a-garden/
https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/activities/coloring/help-the-environment/index.htm
https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/activities/coloring/help-the-environment/index.htm
https://kids.niehs.nih.gov/activities/coloring/help-the-environment/index.htm
http://community.scholastic.com/save-the-planet.html
http://community.scholastic.com/save-the-planet.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/gamesactivities/recycling.html
http://www.sciencekids.co.nz/gamesactivities/recycling.html
http://epa.gov/climatechange/kids/version2.html
http://epa.gov/climatechange/kids/version2.html
http://www.smogcity2.org/index.html
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Additional Resources 
Nonfiction
• 12 Things to Know about Climate Change by Jamie Kallio. 

Black Rabbit, 2015. ISBN 1632350882. 3–7. 

 • Cool Careers for Girls as Environmentalists by  
Ceel Pasternak. Impact, 2001. ISBN 1570231729. 4–6. 

• The Down-to-Earth Guide to Global Warming by  
Laurie David. Scholastic, 2007. ISBN 0439024943. 4–6. 

• EcoArt! Earth-Friendly Art & Craft Experiences  
for 3- to 9-Year-Olds by Laurie Carlson. Ideals, 1992.  
ISBN 0763620874. PK–4. 

• Ecocrafts: Gorgeous Gifts by Rebecca Craig.  
Houghton Mifflin, 2007. ISBN 0753459671. 3–6. 

• Eco-Fun: Great Projects, Experiments, and Games  
for a Greener Earth by David T. Suzuki. Tandem Library, 
2001. ISBN 0613858964. 4–6. 

• Green Power: Eco-Energy without Pollution by  
David Jefferis. Crabtree, 2006. ISBN 0778728714. 4–6. 

• How to Turn Your Parents Green by James Russell.  
Naked Guides, 2007. ISBN 0955352096. 3–5.

• Human Footprint: Everything You Will Eat, Use, Buy, 
and Throw Out in Your Lifetime by Ellen Kirk. National 
Geographic Kids, 2011. ISBN 1426307675. 3–7.

• I Am Jane Goodall by Brad Meltzer. Dial, 2016.  
ISBN 0525428496. K–3.

• John Muir: America’s First Environmentalist by Kathryn 
Lasky. Candlewick, 2014. ISBN 0763664707. 4–6.

• The New 50 Simple Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth 
by The Earthworks Group. Andrews McMeel, 2009.  
ISBN 0740777467. 3–7.

• One Plastic Bag: Isatou Ceesay and the Recycling  
Women of the Gambia by Miranda Paul. Millbrook, 2015. 
ISBN 1467716081. 1–4.

• Polar Bear, Why Is Your World Melting? by Robert E. Wells. 
Albert Whitman, 2008. ISBN 0807565989. 2–4. 

 • Rachel Carson and Her Book that Changed the World by 
Laurie Lawlor. Holiday House, 2014. ISBN 0823431932. 
K–5.

• Recycling by Charlotte Wilcox. Lerner, 2007.  
ISBN 0736863230. 4–6. 

• Stew: An A to Z Recipe for the Earth by Mary McKenna 
Siddals. Dragonfly, 2014. ISBN 0385755384. PK–2. 

• Why Are the Ice Caps Melting? The Dangers of  
Global Warming by Anne Rockwell. Collins, 2006.  
ISBN 0060546719. 1–4. 

• Wild Ride: A Graphic Guide Adventure by Liam O’Donnell. 
Orca, 2007. ISBN 1551437562. 3–6. 

Fiction
• The Caped 6th Grader: Totally Toxic by Zoe Quinn. 

Yearling, 2006. ISBN 0440420806. 4–6. 

• Earthdance by Joanne Ryder. Henry Holt & Company, 
1999. ISBN 0805062319. K–3.

• Earth Day—Hooray by Stuart J. Murphy. HarperTrophy, 
2004. ISBN 0060001291. 1–4.

• Judy Moody Saves the World! by Megan McDonald. 
Candlewick, 2010. ISBN 0763648604. 3–5.

• Loony Little by Diana Hutts Aston. Candlewick, 2007. 
ISBN 0763635626. PK–2.

• The Lorax by Dr. Seuss. Random House Books for  
Young Readers, 1971. ISBN 0394823370. K–6. 

• On Meadowview Street by Henry Cole. Greenwillow, 
2007. ISBN 0060564814. K–3. 

• Miss Fox’s Class Goes Green by Eileen Spinelli.  
Albert Whitman, 2011. ISBN 0807551678. 1–3.

• Paul Bunyan’s Sweetheart by Marybeth Lorbiecki. 
Sleeping Bear, 2007. ISBN 1585362891. K–3. 

• Touch the Earth by Julian Lennon. Sky Pony, 2017.  
ISBN 1510720839. PK–1.

• Uno’s Garden by Graeme Base. Abrams Books for  
Young Readers, 2006. ISBN 0810954737. 2–5. 

• What Planet Are You From, Clarice Bean? by Lauren Child. 
Candlewick, 2002. ISBN 0060001291. K–4. Also available 
in Spanish.

Music
• Evergreen, Everblue by Raffi. Rounder Records, 1996 

(Music CD). ASIN: B0000003HT. K–3. 
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Go Green Crossword

Across
2. __________________ cars run on gas and electricity.

5. A “carbon __________________“ measures our energy habits.

6. __________________ gases add to global warming and climate change.

7. Power generated from moving water

9. Trees convert carbon dioxide to __________________. 

13. __________________ light bulbs use less energy.

15. Instead of paper or plastic, use reusable __________________ shopping bags (a kind of cloth). 

Down
1. Materials that break down into natural substances over time are __________________. 

3. Approximately 18 million acres of __________________ are lost each year. 

4. An alternative fuel made from corn and other plants

8. Contamination of our air or water

10. Burning __________________ fuels pollutes the air. 

11. Arctic melting endangers __________________ bears. 

12. __________________ warming threatens our environment.

14. “Reduce, __________________, recycle” 

1

2 3 4

5

6

7

9

8

12

10

11

13 14

15
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Go Green Crossword

Across
2. __________________ cars run on gas and electricity. (hybrid)

5. A “carbon __________________” measures our energy habits. (footprint)

6. __________________ gases add to global warming and climate change. (greenhouse)

7. Power generated from moving water (hydropower) 

9. Trees convert carbon dioxide to __________________. (oxygen)

13. __________________ light bulbs use less energy. (fluorescent)

15. Instead of paper or plastic, use reusable __________________ shopping bags (a kind of cloth). (canvas)

Down
1. Materials that break down into natural substances over time are __________________. (biodegradable)

3. Approximately 18 million acres of __________________ are lost each year. (rainforest)

4. An alternative fuel made from corn and other plants (ethanol)

8. Contamination of our air or water (pollution)

10. Burning __________________ fuels pollutes the air. (fossil)

11. Arctic melting endangers __________________ bears. (polar)

12. __________________ warming threatens our environment. (global)

14. “Reduce, __________________, recycle” (reuse)

1

2 3 4
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6
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9

8
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11

13 14

15
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