
Holiday

Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration

“It is important that you say what you  
mean to say. Time is too short. You must  
speak the words that matter.”  
— Kate DiCamillo, The Magician’s Elephant

Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog/.

By Matthew Winner  
Follow him on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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Happy book birthday to  
Fish Girl by David Wiesner, 
illustrated by Donna Jo Napoli.

Oreo™ cookies first went on sale 
on this day in 1912. Over the 
years, Nabisco has debuted a 
variety of unusual flavors (check 
them out at http://tinyurl.com/
zmqpruj). Ask students, “What 
new Oreo flavor would you 
invent?”

Mem Fox’s Birthday 
Hearing Mem Fox share one  
of her stories is an experience 
not to be missed. Listen to a  
read aloud of three different 
stories each month by Mem 
herself by visiting her homepage 
at http://tinyurl.com/l4o48z3.

Happy book birthday to  
If Your Monster Won’t Go To Bed  
by Denise Vega, illustrated by 
Zachariah OHora.

Daylight Saving Time Begins 

Girl Scout Day 
Read aloud Here Come the Girl 
Scouts! by Shana Corey. Ask 
students to brainstorm ideas on 
how to improve their community 
and help the people living in it.

World Poetry Day 
Have students share a favorite 
poem with a partner. Is it a silly 
poem or a thoughtful poem? A 
rhyming poem or a freely flowing 
poem? What do students think 
their chosen poems say about 
one another? 

Read aloud A Perfect Day by  
Lane Smith, a fun look at what 
goes on between the creatures 
in the backyard.

First Day of Spring

Bill Martin Jr.’s Birthday 
Read Spunky Little Monkey by Bill 
Martin Jr. and Michael Sampson, 
a new book from a retrieved 
manuscript of Martin’s.

Ame Dyckman’s Birthday 
Don’t get this author a unicorn 
for her birthday! Read aloud 
Dyckman’s You Don’t Want a 
Unicorn.

Many birds are returning from 
their winter vacations in warmer 
climates. Have students research a 
species of bird that migrates and 
create an informative poster about 
the bird.

Wear something purple today 
in honor of Purple Day, which 
promotes epilepsy awareness 
around the world. Visit http://
www.purpleday.org/ for more 
information.

Earmuff Day 
A quick search of YouTube 
(http://tinyurl.com/zkygvwh) 
and you’ll find DIY instructions 
for making all kinds of custom 
earmuffs to keep your ears toasty. 
(Hamburger or Princess Leia 
earmuffs, anyone?) Pick one and 
hold a crafting event. 
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Dav Pilkey’s Birthday 
Celebrate by wearing your 
underwear on the outside 
and proclaiming, “Tra 
la la!” Or, have students 
try to come up with the 
zaniest alliterative name 
for a future Captain 
Underpants title.

Celebrate those who teach the 
arts in your school or organize 
a large arts-centered activity in 
your school or community. Read 
Maybe Something Beautiful: How 
Art Transformed a Neighborhood 
by F. Isabel Campoy and Theresa 
Howell for inspiration. 

Music In Our Schools Month 
“Where words fail, music speaks,” 
said Hans Christian Andersen. 
Celebrate music throughout your 
school by recognizing those who 
sing or play an instrument. Read 
aloud 88 Instruments by Chris 
Barton, about a boy who cannot 
decide which instrument to play.

National Anthem Day 
Today in history, “The Star 
Spangled Banner” became 
our national anthem. Visit the 
Smithsonian’s website at http://
tinyurl.com/pmjuv5z to view the 
earliest known manuscript of 
Francis Scott Key’s famous song. 

Robert Sabuda’s Birthday  
Celebrate the birth of this master 
of paper engineering by creating 
some amazing pop-ups of your 
own! Sabuda offers templates for 
over 40 do-it-yourself designs at 
http://tinyurl.com/ct4m49n.

National Women’s History 
Month 
Share a read aloud about an 
amazing woman from history. 
A great choice is I Dissent: Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg Makes Her Mark by 
Debbie Levy.

St. Patrick’s Day 
Beware of the tricks leprechauns 
play! Check out this virtually 
endless list of ideas, crafts, and 
activities that you can use to 
celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with 
your students: http://tinyurl.com/
h8bkvfy.

Everything You Do Is  
Right Day 
This day offers an opportunity to 
risk the unknown and embrace 
that even when we fail, we learn. 
Therefore, no choice is the wrong 
choice! Deliver this message by 
reading The Most Magnificent 
Thing by Ashley Spires.

March comes “in like a lion, out 
like a lamb.” Talk with students 
about the weather in March so 
far. Was it more lion-like? Or are 
the biting cold days waiting 
to spring out at the end of the 
month? What other similes can 
they think of to describe the 
seasons?

Dr. Seuss’s Birthday 

Read Across America Day 
Oh the thinks you can think! 
Have students make up a totally 
new and nonsensical word 
and use it in a sentence with a 
partner. 

Youth Art Month 
Celebrate art created by 
students of all ages by creating 
gallery spaces throughout your 
classroom and school displaying 
students’ selections of their 
best works. Partner with your 
local library to display a selected 
gallery of student artwork.

Kate DiCamillo’s Birthday 
Celebrate the Newbery medal-
winning author with a gravity-
defying stack of buttered toast, 
a favorite of Mercy Watson, and 
check out the Mercy Watson 
Teacher’s Guides at http://tinyurl.
com/hn4xa7a.

Read aloud Spring Is Here by Will 
Hillenbrand to get students in 
the mood for spring! 

The Eiffel Tower officially opened 
on this day in 1889. Celebrate 
this iconic structure by providing 
simple materials, such as 
toothpicks and marshmallows or 
straws and tape, for students to 
create their own replicas. 

National Nutrition Month 
Share with students the 
Academy of Nutrition and 
Dietetics’ nutrition games for kids 
at http://tinyurl.com/jsgz4bd. 

National Doctor’s Day 
After you take a moment to say 
thanks to those who work to take 
care of us, share the book Doctor 
De Soto by William Steig. De Soto 
is a mouse dentist who meets a 
particularly crafty client.

United Nations  
World Water Day 
Talk about ways in which we 
use water in our everyday lives. 
Consider those who do not 
have access to clean or running 
water. Discuss ways to help 
conserve water; check out http://
wateruseitwisely.com/kids/.

Spring is here, which means the 
spring cleaning can officially 
begin! Set time aside to clean up 
and get organized. An organized 
workspace can offer a great 
boost in productivity.
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Spring is just around the corner. 
Take your students on a nature 
walk to observe signs of spring. 
Can you spot any early signs of 
flowers? Are the trees beginning 
to bud? Have animals emerged 
from their winter homes? 
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