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Have your child tell 
you a story about a 
snowman that comes 
to life.

Make a tent with 
blankets and chairs 
in the living room. 
Pretend you are on a 
camping adventure.

Tell each other stories 
about your favorite 
holiday memories.

Paint bubble wrap 
white and press it  
on top of dry artwork 
to create a falling  
snow effect. 

Make hot cocoa 
together and talk about 
what happens to the 
cocoa mix as you mix it 
in hot water or milk.

While grocery 
shopping, point at 
different foods and ask 
your child to tell you the 
beginning sound.

Divide a can of white 
frosting into a few 
separate dishes. Put 
different combinations 
of food coloring in 
each and mix to see 
what colors you get.

While reading a book 
together, stop halfway 
through and ask your 
child what she thinks 
will happen.

Set up a bird feeder 
near a window. Track 
the different kinds of 
birds you see.

At lunchtime, have your 
child count how many 
pieces of food are on 
the plate before eating. 

Using the tune to a 
familiar song, make 
up a new song about 
winter or the holidays.

Read The Little Polar 
Bear by Hans de Beer 
together. 

Flip through a favorite 
book together and 
find as many rhyming 
words as you can. 

It’s Gingerbread 
House Day! Make one 
together using graham 
crackers, frosting, and 
candy.  

How many words  
can you and your  
child think of that 
rhyme with “snow”?

Read Owl Moon by 
Jane Yolen together.

How many words can 
your child think of that 
start with the same 
sound as “December”?

Read Snowmen at 
Night by Caralyn 
Buehner together.

Sing silly songs in the 
bathtub.

Read the back of the 
cereal box together 
while eating breakfast. 

Make snowflakes on 
construction paper, cut 
them out, and create 
patterns with them. 

Have your child choose 
one of her favorite 
stories, then act it out 
with stuffed animals.

It’s International 
Monkey Day! Hold  
a contest to see who 
makes the best  
monkey sounds!

Help your child spell 
WINTER out of raisins 
or pieces of candy. 

Put an ice cube in  
a dish and leave it  
on the counter. Come 
back 10 minutes later 
and talk about what  
is happening to the  
ice cube.

Use the frosting from 
yesterday to frost 
cookies. Then put 
candy pieces on top, 
counting the candy as 
you go.

Gather together  
a group of toys.  
Sort them by size  
and by color.

It’s National Maple 
Syrup Day! Make 
pancakes in the shape 
of the first letter of your 
child’s name, and eat 
them with syrup!

Gather a pile of mittens 
or socks and count 
them. Then, sort them 
by color.

Make snowmen out 
of paper plates and 
construction paper. 
Have your child give his 
snowman a name and 
write it on the back. 

Help your child get ready to learn to read!

Each day features a fun activity that will help your child build pre-
reading skills. Activities are color-coded by skill. Ask your children’s 
librarian for more ideas on how to promote early literacy skills with 
daily activities at home. 

Ask your child to  
tell you a story  
about something 
wonderful that 
happened this year.


