
“Even the silence has a story to 
tell you. Just listen. Listen.”   
 – Jacqueline Woodson, Brown Girl Dreaming

Click on the links to discover  
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog.

By Matthew Winner  
Follow him on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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National Send a Card  
to a Friend Day
Provide supplies, such as 
construction paper, markers, 
stamps, and stickers, and  
hold a card-making workshop. 

On this day in 1935, the 
Monopoly board game was 
first sold in stores. Play a game 
of Monopoly today or create 
a version of your own, such as 
School-opoly, Library-opoly, or 
Book-opoly.

David Wiesner’s Birthday
In Tuesday, Wiesner’s wordless 
bestseller, readers witness a 
fantastic scene unfold over a 
pond on a Tuesday evening. 
Create wordless stories 
depicting what incredible things 
happen on other days of the 
week in this town.

Valentine’s Day
Love is in the air. Celebrate by 
reading aloud a book about a crush, 
such as There’s This Thing by Connah 
Brecon or The Day I Became a Bird by 
Ingrid Chabbert and Guridi.

Jacqueline Woodson’s 
Birthday
Read aloud a poem from 
Woodson’s Newbery Medal-
winning Brown Girl Dreaming, or 
listen to an excerpt read by the 
author here: http://tinyurl.com/
z5vvz6e.

You may be getting tired of  
cold weather, but making these 
simple snowglobe crafts will 
brighten even the dreariest winter 
day: http://tinyurl.com/hw5rkou.

Megan McDonald’s Birthday
What’s your favorite Judy Moody 
story? Check out some  
way-not-boring stuff to  
do on JudyMoody.com.

Presidents’ Day 
Read aloud Judith St. George’s  
So You Want to Be President? 

Love Your Pet Day 
Read aloud an excerpt from  
Pax by Sara Pennypacker, a  
story about a boy and his fox.

Polar Bear Day
Celebrate these beautiful animals 
by reading The Polar Bear by 
Jenni Desmond, a breathtakingly 
illustrated nonfiction picture 
book, or watch polar bears in the 
wild via Animal Planet Live’s Polar 
Bear Cam at http://www.apl.tv/
explore-polar-bears.htm.

Jeff Kinney’s Birthday
The Diary of a Wimpy Kid author 
has published 11 books in the 
series to date. Have students 
nominate characters for the role 
of class president, and discuss 
who would make the best 
candidate in a mock election.

National Tell a Fairy Tale Day
Storytelling is an oral tradition. 
Find a friend or family member 
and tell them your favorite fairy 
tale in your own words. Put a 
spin on a familiar favorite and 
create a new tale of your own.

American Heart Month
Time to get outside and exercise 
that muscle! Here are 30 classic 
games for simple outdoor play 
from Geek Dad that are fun no 
matter if the sun is shining or the 
snow is still covering the ground: 
http://tinyurl.com/gpxoojf.

Black History Month    |    Children’s Dental Health Month    |    Library Lovers’ Month    |    American Heart Month
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Holiday

Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration
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Rosa Park’s Birthday 
Read aloud Back of the Bus  
by Aaron Reynolds.

Take Your Child to  
the Library Day 
Invite students to bring  
their parents in to check out  
all the library has to offer.

Mo Willems’ Birthday
Explore over 1,000 Elephant  
and Piggie activities you  
can use to bring this  
favorite children’s book  
series to life. Visit http://tinyurl.
com/gmcgmel.

E.L. Konigsburg’s Birthday
Celebrate the author of From 
the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. Basil 
E. Frankweiler by visiting a local 
museum. Talk about which 
section of the museum you’d 
most like to explore if you were 
locked in overnight.

National Carrot Cake Day
Here’s a kid-friendly carrot  
cake recipe that the whole  
family can help to make:  
http://tinyurl.com/gn7t3sh.

Boy Scouts’ Day
Find a way to get involved in the 
100-year-old organization by finding 
a local troop to join or support.  
Visit http://tinyurl.com/h8wx6xs.

Black History Month
Plan a virtual visit to the newly 
opened National Museum of 
African American History & Culture 
in Washington, D.C. Browse their 
collection of close to 37,000 items 
by visiting https://nmaahc.si.edu/
explore/collection.

PTA Founders Day 
Parent-teacher organizations are 
vital to the support and growth 
of a school community. Take 
time today to personally thank 
the members of your PTA or PTA 
board for all they do to support 
our students and staff. 

Children’s Dental Health 
Month
Had too many gumdrops? Time 
to take care of those teeth! Read 
aloud Laurie Keller’s Open Wide: 
Tooth School Inside for a hilarious 
look at the lives of our chompers.

Matt de la Peña’s Birthday
Read aloud Matt’s Newbery-
winning picture book, Last Stop 
on Market Street, then watch 
the video at http://tinyurl.com/
gmzoaay to learn more about the 
author, his background, and what 
brought him to write stories for 
children of all ages.

Groundhog Day
Is spring around the corner?  
Or is more winter in store for 
us? Share Groundhog’s Dilemma 
by Kristen Remenar for some 
Groundhog Day giggles.

Gumdrop Day
Got a bag of gumdrops and a box 
of toothpicks? That’s all you need to 
make some amazing feats of candy 
engineering. While you’re at it, enjoy 
these architectural tips for making 
tall towers to wow classmates:  
http://tinyurl.com/jnu2cdo.

Quiet Day
Take a day to ponder, to think, 
and to reflect. Read Deborah 
Underwood’s The Quiet Book and 
reflect on other kinds of quiet.

Library Lovers’ Month
Do you love your library? This 
is the month to show it! Write 
notes of gratitude to your local 
librarian. Donate books to a 
neighborhood Little Free Library. 
Design a book-related poster 
that celebrates your school’s 
media center. Show the love!

Walter Wick’s Birthday
Celebrate the man behind 
countless hours of “I spy”  
from readers of all ages by  
going behind the scenes on  
the works of art Walter Wick 
creates for his books. Visit  
http://www.walterwick.com/
behind-the-scenes/.

Be Humble Day
Read aloud Humble Pie by  
Jennifer Donnelly and talk about 
what it means to be humble.

Black History Month    |    Children’s Dental Health Month    |    Library Lovers’ Month    |    American Heart Month

Pluto was discovered on this 
day by Clyde W. Tombaugh in 
1930. Roughly 70 years later, the 
International Astronomical Union 
(IAU) downgraded the status of 
Pluto to that of “dwarf planet.” 
Create a display of books about 
Pluto and the planets.  
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