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Aviation History Month: Research the Wright Brothers with your teens and 
host a paper airplane–flying tournament. 
National Novel Writing Month: Invite local authors to host presentations and 
workshops on the writing process. Host write-ins at the library for your teens with 
games and challenges to encourage young writers. Add your teens’ completed 
fiction into the library’s collection.
Peanut Butter Lovers Month: Make fun, artsy snacks out of peanut butter 
and other tasty treats.
Native American Heritage Month: Check out the resources for teachers and 
students at the Library of Congress. Host a book club and read The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian by Sherman Alexie.  Written by Emily Ellis. 

Follow Emily on Twitter @gnomegrlem.

Te
en

 A
ct

iv
it

y 
Ca

le
nd

ar

5

121110

3 4

9

2

8

1

76

191817161513

26252423

30

22

29

21

28

20

27

14

National Pumpkin 
Destruction Day: Invite 
teens to bring weathered 
Halloween pumpkins to a 
day of destruction fun. 

Happy birthday, Neal 
Shusterman  
(b. November 12, 1962).  
“The measure of a man is 
not how much he suffers in 
the test, but how he comes 
out at the end.”    
– from UnWholly 

Origami Day: Plan an 
event or offer an origami 
passive program. 

Veterans Day: Help 
your teens create care 
packages and write 
letters thanking veterans 
for their service. 

Play Superhero BINGO 
with your teens.

Movie Release: Doctor 
Strange

Passive Program: Have 
your teens create “How 
to Determine Your YA 
Destiny” fortune-tellers. 

Passive Program: On 
Plan Your Epitaph Day, 
research famous literary 
epitaphs with your teens 
and challenge them to 
write epitaphs for their 
favorite book characters.

Election Day: Stream 
election results in your library 
to keep teens informed, or 
plan an activity that opens 
up a dialogue about the 
election process. 

Book Release: Heartless 
by Marissa Meyer 

Start of National Novel 
Writing Month and 
Author’s Day: Invite a local 
author to give a presentation 
or teach a workshop on 
creative writing. 

Book Release: The 
Diabolic by S.J. Kincaid 

Books and Board 
Games: Help young 
writers with their 
National Novel Writing 
Month masterpieces by 
challenging them to a 
game of Bananagrams.

Passive Program:  
Have your teens fight 
boredom with retro  
8-bit pop-up cards.

Happy birthday, Maggie 
Stiefvater (b. November 
18, 1981).

Movie Release: 
Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them

Take A Hike Day: Contact 
your state’s Department of 
Natural Resources to host a 
program for your teens on 
safe hiking practices. Then, 
host a scavenger hunt hike 
around town.

Sesame Street Day: 
Sesame Street premiered in 
1969. Have teen advisory 
or service groups host a 
puppet show for kids.

Space Milestone:  
Sputnik 2 carried the first 
animal into space, a dog 
named Laika, in 1957. 
Research the Sputnik 
project with your teens or 
highlight space fiction 
with a cool display. 

Button Day: Get crafty 
and celebrate with fun 
activities that can be 
passive or librarian led.

America Recycles Day: 
Introduce your teens to 
the fun of crafting with 
recycled items. 

Book Release: The Turncoat’s 
Gambit (The Inventor’s Secret 
Book 3) by Andrea Cremer 

World Kindness Day: 
Have your teens color 
bookmarks and write 
a kind message on the 
back to hand out to other 
community members.

Happy birthday, James 
Dashner (b. November 
26, 1972). Show The Maze 
Runner for your teens, 
and create a life-size 
maze in the stacks for 
after-hours fun.

Black Friday: Help your 
teens make handmade 
gifts for the holidays like 
cookies in a jar or DIY 
ornaments to hand out 
on “Giving Tuesday” on 
November 29. 

Happy Thanksgiving! 
Cover a table with paper 
and have teens share what 
they are thankful for. 

Celebrate Your Unique 
Talent Day: Host a talent 
show for teens.

Fibonacci Day: Have a fun 
retro viewing of Donald in 
MathMagic Land, or color 
spirals with your teens.

Doctor Who premiered in 
1963. Teach teens how to 
make sonic screwdrivers. 

Teach your teens the 
“Thriller” dance to 
celebrate the release of 
Michael Jackson’s legendary 
album in 1982. 

Happy birthday, Mark Twain 
(b. November 30, 1835).

Books and Board Games: 
Introduce your teens to the 
awesomeness of space 
fiction and a fun game of 
Spaceteam.

Happy birthday, C.S. Lewis 
(b. November 29, 1898). 
Celebrate with a Narnia movie 
marathon, reader’s theater, 
or game of capture the flag 
between Aslan’s army and 
the White Witch’s army. 

World Hello Day: 
Challenge your teens to 
say “hello” to 10 people 
they don’t know, teach 
them how to say hello in 
several languages, and 
have them color Hello 
Kitty coloring pages. 

Red Planet Day: Explore 
NASA’s Journey to Mars 
resource kit with your 
teens, or host a movie/
book discussion on Andy 
Weir’s The Martian. 

Transgender Day  
of Remembrance: 
Create a book 
display celebrating 
transgender teen 
fiction. 

Passive Program: 
Explore line movement 
with your teens. 

History Lesson: Ruby 
Bridges became the first 
African-American child to 
integrate a white school in 
1960. Create a book display 
featuring teen historical 
fiction on the Civil Rights 
Movement.

International Games 
Day: Host a tabletop 
tournament or lock-in 
with your teens and settle 
in for an epic game of their 
favorite RPG.
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