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Pour cornmeal or 
sugar on a cookie sheet 
and let your child draw 
shapes and letters. 

Practice making animal 
sounds together. 

It’s National Pizza 
Month. Make 
homemade pizza and 
count each topping 
together as you add 
them to your pie.

It’s National Candy 
Corn Day. Use these 
tasty treats for 
counting and then 
enjoy eating them!

It’s Cookie Month. Bake 
some together from 
scratch and talk about 
each step as you’re 
mixing up your dough.

Role-play asking  
for a turn with a toy 
and sharing with  
each other. 

Use your tree leaves to 
make crayon rubbings. 
Talk about the patterns 
you see. 

1,2  Tie my shoe 
3,4  Shut the door 
5,6  Pick up sticks 
7,8  Lay them straight 
9, 10  A big fat hen. 
Let’s get up and count 
again! 

See how many words 
you both can think of 
that rhyme with “cat.” 

Go on a shape hunt to 
find objects that are 
squares, circles, and 
so on. 

Play dress-up with 
old clothes or make a 
superhero cape out of 
a towel. 

Cut letters out of 
sandpaper and say 
each one’s name 
together as your child 
traces it with her finger. 

Read Where’s  
My Mummy? by 
Carolyn Crimi together. 

Give your child  
a basket and act  
out Little Red Riding 
Hood together. 

Read From Seed to 
Pumpkin by Wendy 
Pfeffer together. 

Go on a leaf hunt and 
see how many different 
tree leaves you can 
find on the ground. 

It’s Family History 
Month. Share family 
memories from your 
childhood. 

Visit the library to check 
out spooky picture 
books to read together. 

Share stories about 
fun costumes you wore 
when you were little. 

Share stories about 
your childhood pets. 

Read Five Little 
Pumpkins by Dan 
Yaccarino together. 

Sing the alphabet  
song together. 

(Sing to the tune of “Mary Had 
a Little Lamb.”)

We saw a black cat, 
black cat,  
black cat. 
We saw a black cat  
on Halloween.
(Make up additional verses!)

Spray shaving cream 
on a counter or plastic 
tray and let your child 
trace letters in it. 

Sing “The Itsy Bitsy 
Spider” together.

Practice writing large 
Os and then turn them 
into jack o’lanterns with 
crayons!

Read My First 
Halloween by Tomie 
dePaola together. 

It’s National Popcorn 
Month. Pop this tasty 
treat and emphasize 
the “P” for p-p-
popcorn as you  
munch on it!

Pretend to be a ghost 
while you say the ABCs. 
(Aaaa, Beee, Ceee, etc.)

Learn action words. 
Ask your child to show 
you how to jump, run, 
hop, etc. 

Have your child 
pretend to trick or treat 
while you pretend to 
be the person who 
answers the door. 

Help your child get ready to learn to read!

Each day features a fun activity that will help your child build pre-reading skills. 
Activities are color-coded by skill. Ask your children’s librarian for more ideas on 
how to promote early literacy skills with daily activities at home. 


