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Inventor’s Month: Great resources available from ALA
Jazz Appreciation Month: Free posters and celebration ideas
Poetry Month: Find 30 Ways to Celebrate
Garden Month: Blooming ideas for a beautiful garden
National Autism Awareness Month: Hold sensory-friendly film screenings 
100th anniversary of the Pulitzer Prize

Bold brown text 
indicates a live 
link. Click on the 
links to discover 
more information. 
Visit ideas@demco.
com for more 
programming ideas.  
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1792: Congress established  
the first US Mint in Philadelphia. 
Invite a local coin collector to 
display his or her collection. 
Learn more about US Mint 
Coin Programs. 

1865: The Civil War effectively 
ended as General Robert E. 
Lee surrendered to General 
Ulysses S. Grant in the village of 
Appomattox Court House. 
The surrender occurred in the 
home of Wilmer McLean.

In 1974, Hammerin’ Hank 
Aaron hit his 715th home 
run, surpassing Babe Ruth’s 
record. Create a display of 
baseball-themed fiction and 
nonfiction books as the  
2016 season begins.

Barbara Kingsolver was born  
on this day in 1955. 

Reading Is Funny Day 
Laughter is good for our 
immune system. Display your 
collection of humor books  
and comedy movies.

Anne McCaffrey was born  
on this day in 1926.

There’s still time to plant 
seedlings—most are ready for 
transplanting in 5–10 weeks.

Read a Road Map Day  
Bust out an old paper map, and 
explore the ultimate 48-state 
road trip map. Where does it 
stop in your state? Learn more 
about how Randy Olson, a 
doctoral computer science 
student at Michigan State 
University, created it.

Cordon Bleu Day 
Honor the renowned 
Julia Child, recognized for 
bringing French cuisine to 
America. Show the film Julie 
& Julia (2009), and tour her 
kitchen courtesy of the 
Smithsonian. 

In 1963, Martin Luther King 
Jr. led black Americans in 
a crusade against racial 
discrimination in Birmingham, 
Alabama. Read or listen 
to King’s “Letter from a 
Birmingham Jail.”

Titanic Remembrance Day  
The Titanic went down in the 
icy waters of the Atlantic on 
this day in 1912. Display books 
about the Titanic and show the  
1997 movie starring Leonardo 
DiCaprio and Kate Winslet. 

1828: Noah Webster published 
An American Dictionary of the 
English Language. Share your 
Webster’s Dictionary collection 
and post the word of the day.

World Health Day 
Established in 1950 , the  
2016 focus is diabetes.  
More than 9 percent of 
Americans are affected by 
this disease. The WHO offers 
information and resources. 

Scrabble Day 
Host a Scrabble tournament 
and share the history of the 
game, as well as numerous 
versions.  

Bookmobile Day  
Check out ALA’s Bookmobile 
Day page. 

Library Workers Day and  
Walk on Your Wild Side Day  
Coincidence? We think not. 
Today is a day to embrace 
your inner wild streak and do 
something no one would ever 
expect you to.

Golfer’s Day 
Celebrate the sport and host 
indoor “mini” golf at your 
library. Serve Arnold Palmer 
Tea, invite patrons to dress 
up in their finest knickers, and 
watch Caddyshack, Happy 
Gilmore, Tin Cup, or The Legend 
of Bagger Vance.

“We know what we are, but know 
not what we may be”

– William Shakespeare was 
born on this date in 1564 and 
died on the same day 52 years 
later in 1616.

Go Birding Day  
Invite a local birding expert to 
give a talk at your library. Visit 
Audubon.org for bird guides 
and activity ideas. 

Earth Day 
Awesome Eco-Activities and  
Events are planned across 
the country—see what’s 
happening near you.

“The wealth of the nation is its 
air, water, soil, forests, minerals, 
rivers, lakes, oceans, scenic beauty, 
wildlife habitats, and biodiversity...
that’s where all the economic 
activity and jobs come from.”

– Gaylord Nelson, 
Father of Earth Day

Collier’s mass-circulation weekly 
magazine was founded by 
Peter Collier in 1888. Take a look 
at their cover archive. 

Harper Lee was born on this 
day in 1926.

Volunteer Recognition Day 
Thank your volunteers with 
literary-themed gifts.

International Guide Dog Day 
Invite representatives from 
your local organization to share 
information on their programs 
and services. 

Morse Code Day  
Teach patrons how to translate 
“I love my library” into 
Morse Code.

Garlic Day  
This wonderful bulb has been 
proven to aid the management 
of high blood pressure and 
cholesterol. Share recipes 
featuring garlic and learn 
more at Authority Nutrition.

Pretzel Day  
In Switzerland during the  
17th century, pretzels symbolized 
the bond of marriage. This is 
where the phrase “tying the  
knot” originated. 

Columnists Day  
Celebrate famous newspaper 
columnists such as Andy 
Rooney, Molly Ivins, Mike Royko, 
Art Buchwald, Herb Caen, 
William Safire, and  
A.M. Rosenthal.

DNA Day  
This day commemorates the 
completion of the Human 
Genome Project in 2003 and 
the discovery of the double 
helix in 1953. Explore online 
exhibits at The Tech Museum 
of Innovation. 

Haiku Poetry Day  
Stick to a syllable pattern of  
5-7-5 and you’re off to a good 
start—but it’s much more 
complex than that! Get some 
tips and find inspiration.    

Take a tour of Louis 
Armstrong’s home, and read 
biographies of other famous 
jazz musicians.

1970: Apollo 13 was launched 
from Cape Kennedy at 2:13 p.m. 
Fifty-six hours into the flight, 
an oxygen tank exploded in 
the service module. Listen to  
the NASA audio of “Houston, 
we’ve had a problem.“
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