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A school librarian recently wrote that her students find it difficult to grasp the definitions and 
distinctions among genres, and have trouble identifying genres as they search for books in the 
media center. Sound familiar? These lessons, which explore the seven genres, are introduced in 
Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes and address that problem while exercising library procedural 
and research skills and engaging critical thinking. Along the way, you’ll have the opportunity to 
expose students to your favorites in each genre. If you can’t choose just one, set up a display of 
several great titles before each class. What could be better? Use the lessons as they are written, 
pick and choose activities, or adapt bits and pieces—whatever works best for you. 

Introducing the Seven Dudes

• Prepare the cutouts of the seven dudes from 
pages 13–15 (cutouts of Stella, Joe, and the 
Storybook Chair are also on these pages, 
should you wish to use them for any addi-
tional playful instruction), and gather sev-
eral blank index cards for use on a flannel 
or magnetic board. You’ll use these, along 
with dictionary definitions, to introduce the 
genres and complete the lessons. 

• Read Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes 
aloud. 

• Ask students, “What’s a ‘genre’?” Clarify that 
stories and books are grouped into different 
types, or genres, based on certain shared 
qualities. Understanding and identifying 
genres helps us to: 

1. Group similar books together and arrange 
them on the library shelves so they’ll be 
easy to find when we want them.

2. Browse for books we’ll probably enjoy. 

3. Compare books and recommend them to 
each other (If you liked that mystery, I bet 
you’ll like this one . . . ).

4. Enjoy books more and understand them 
better. 

• Show your preferred children’s dictionary. 
Briefly review how to use a dictionary, men-
tioning alphabetical arrangement of words.

• Put up each genre dude cutout in turn. 
Have a different student look up the words 
that name each genre and read their defini-
tions aloud. (You might demonstrate using 
the word “fiction” and have three copies of 
that card made in advance.) Write the title 
and definition on a card, and display it next 
to the appropriate cutout figure. (Notes: 
Looking up “Mystery” gives you the oppor-
tunity to talk about dictionary entries for 
words with more than one meaning. De-
pending on your dictionary, it might work 
best to look up “Poems” for “Poetry.”)

• Talk briefly about each genre as you go. 
Indicate where each is found in your library, 
and show at least one book of that genre 
that is familiar to your students. If you use 
genre stickers on books or pull out special 
collections by genre, point those out as you 
move from genre to genre. If you wish, place 
a titled cutout of the book you chose on the 
board along with the appropriate “dude” fig-
ure and definition (see blank book pattern 
on page 16). 

JOE BRIGHT AND THE SEVEN GENRE DUDES
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• Finish by handing out the Genres Vocabulary 
Crossword Puzzle (see page 17) and giving 
kids time to complete it. You might leave the 
board up for reference, or remove it and see 
how much they remember. 

 Answers:	Across	- 3. Mysteries  5. Nonfiction  
6. Genre  7. Folklore  8. Poetry   
Down	-	1.	Historical Fiction  2. Realistic  
Fiction  4. Science Fiction

Reggie’s Realistic Fiction

Genre:	Realistic	Fiction

Library	Topic:	Using	the	Library	Catalog

• “Hello, I’m Reggie and I’m in charge of the realistic 
fiction books. My stories have made-up characters and 
events, but they seem very real.”  Show Reggie in the 
book, and put his pattern up on your flannel or 
magnetic board with the Realistic Fiction defini-
tion card used in the introduction. 

• Describe realistic fiction’s defining charac-
teristics: stories are set in the present or near-
past, include real-life situations or problems, 
realistic characters, believable events, natural-
sounding dialog, believable ending, etc. 

• Show again the book you chose to represent 
this genre in the introduction. Share excerpts 
from it as examples of believable characters, 
natural dialog, real-life situations, etc. 

• Ask students, “If you were browsing the 
library shelves for realistic fiction, where 
would you look? (Fiction section) How is 
that section arranged? (Alphabetically by 
author) But there are books in that section 
that are not realistic fiction—there is also his-
torical fiction, science fiction, mysteries, etc. 
How could you tell which titles are realistic 
fiction?” Share these clues (show each that 
applies on your example book): 

1. JF call number on the spine

2. Pictures on the cover or in the book look 
current and realistic—no high-button 
shoes, blue cats, or space aliens!

3. The description inside the cover sounds 
like real people sharing real situations or 
facing real problems. Ask yourself, could 
this really happen?

4. Dialog in the book (look for quotation 
marks) sounds natural—do people really 
talk that way?

• Ask students, “Suppose you love horse sto-
ries, and want to find a realistic fiction book 
about them. You don’t have a particular book 
in mind, just something about that subject. 
How would you find one?” Demonstrate use 
of the catalog by searching for “horses fic-
tion.” Choose a title or two that you know fit 
the genre, and walk students to the shelves to 
find them. (Demonstrate use of shelf mark-
ers!) Let them use the clues above to guess if 
they are truly realistic fiction. 

• Gather students into small groups. Give 
each a valid subject heading they’ll find 
in your catalog, like “Family life—fiction,” 
“Schools—fiction,” or “Friendship—fiction.” 
Have each group search the catalog and use 
the clues to find a book they believe is realis-
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tic fiction about that subject. Reconvene and 
have each group show their book. Review 
the clues and discuss whether each book 
does or does not meet the genre criteria. 

• Choose another realistic fiction title from 
your collection that you think this class 
would enjoy. Finish with a short booktalk 
about it and set up a waiting list for students 
to check it out. Access to extra copies will 
help meet interest while it’s high! Some 
good titles in this genre: Gooney Bird Greene 
by Lois Lowry, No Talking! by Andrew Clem-
ents, The Stories Julian Tells by Ann Cameron, 
many Matt Christopher sports titles, Saving 
Lilly by Peg Kehret, and How Tía Lola Came 
to (Visit) Stay by Julia Alvarez.

Nathaniel’s Nonfiction 

Genre:	Nonfiction

Library	Topic:	Understanding	the	Dewey	
Decimal	System

• “I’m Nathaniel and I take care of the nonfiction. 
Books about real people, places, and things are my 
responsibility.”  Show Nathaniel in the book; put 
him up on your flannel or magnetic board 
with your Nonfiction definition card used in 
the introduction.

• Describe nonfiction’s defining characteristics: 
nonfiction books can be about absolutely 
anything! They can be biographies, histories, 
how-to titles, real-life adventure stories, true 
stories of travel, descriptions of animals or 
nature, famous speeches, and more. Nonfic-
tion presents factual information based on 
research or experience, tells stories that really 
happened, explains how things work or how 
to do something, and are written by someone 
who knows about the subject.

• Show again the book you chose to represent 
this genre in the introduction. Use excerpts 
from it as examples of facts, real-life events, 
explanations, instructions, etc. 

• Ask: “If you were browsing the library shelves 
for nonfiction, where would you look? (NF 
section) How is that section arranged? (By 
subject, using the Dewey Decimal system) How 
about a true story of a person’s life? (Biogra-
phy section; show where yours is) How is that 
section arranged? (Alphabetically by the name 
of the person the book is about) Share these 
clues about how to identify a nonfiction book 
(show each on your example book): 

1. Numerical call number, or a B and the 
first letters of the biographical subject’s 
last name

2. Footnotes at the bottom of some pages

3. Extra sections at the end like a glossary, 
index, time line, or resource list

4. Information about how the author knows 
about the subject and why we should 
believe him or her

• Ask: “Maybe you’re a soccer player, and want 
to find a true book that will help you learn to 
play better. How would you find one?” Demon-
strate use of the catalog by searching for “soc-
cer.” Point out the Dewey number (796.334) 
and briefly explain about the 700s and the 
790s; walk students to the shelves to find them. 
Show students that they can browse in that 
number and choose one of several books on 
the subject; show that books about other sports 
are nearby. 

• While you’re in the stacks, have students sug-
gest another subject they’d like to know about. 
Find a title on that subject and explain about 
its Dewey number. Remind students they can 
connect subjects with their call numbers by us-
ing the library catalog. 

• Hand out the Nonfiction Books Worksheet 
(see page 18) and pencils. Students will work 
independently.

• Choose another nonfiction title from your col-
lection that you think will appeal to the class. 
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Finish with a short booktalk; set up a waiting 
list for students to check it out. Some good 
titles in this genre: Everything Kids’ Money Book 
by Brette McWhorter Sember, How We Crossed 
the West by Rosalyn Schanzer, Soccer: Learn How 
to Be a Star Player by Jason Page, Wackiest White 
House Pets by Kathryn Gobbs Davis, Hispanic-
American Crafts Kids Can Do by Fay Robinson, 
any Jean Fritz biography . . . 

Sherlock’s Mysteries

Genre:	Mystery

Library	Topic:	Library	Book	Hunt

• “My name is Sherlock and I manage the myster-
ies. My books will keep you on the edge of your seat 
with characters who try to solve crimes or unex-
plained events.” Start as before, showing Sher-
lock in the book and putting up his cutout 
and your Mysteries definition card.

• Describe what makes a mystery: A crime, 
riddle, or problem to solve or a treasure to 
find; a main character who’s on the trail of 
the answer; twists and distractions in the 
plot; a satisfying end that reveals the answer. 

• Show the mystery book you used in the in-
troduction. Use excerpts from it as examples 
of a riddle to solve, the determined protago-
nist, a plot twist, etc. 

• Ask: “If you came to the library looking for 
a mystery, where would you go? (Fiction sec-
tion) How is that section arranged? (Alpha-
betically by author) How will you be able to 
tell the mysteries from the other kinds of 
fiction on the shelves?” Share these clues 
for spotting a mystery (show each on your 
example book): 

1.  JF call number 

2.  Mystery genre sticker (if used in your 
library)

3.  The words “mystery of” or “case of” in  
the title 

4.  Cover art that shows characters “on a 
trail.” Perhaps they are holding  magnify-
ing glasses, studying maps, peeking in a 
window, etc.

5.  Recognizable mystery series like 
Encyclopedia Brown, Cam Jansen, History 
Mysteries, Chet Gecko, Nate the Great, etc. 

6.  Inside cover description that suggests a 
crime or puzzle to solve, a treasure to find, 
or characters following clues.

• Ask: “Besides browsing, how might you find 
a mystery title in the library?” Explain that 
you can search your local catalog with “mys-
tery” as a key word. Demonstrate, and pull a 
book you find this way. Show students how 
the clues apply.

• Play Library Sleuths. To prepare for and play 
this game:

1. Select four mystery books to be “missing.” 
One must be red, one yellow, one green, 
and one blue. 

2. Locate the team clue sheets for the red, 
yellow, green, and blue books on pages 
19–20 and photocopy them onto appro-
priately colored paper. Fill in the title 
and the author. Cut the clues into strips. 
Keep the first clue in each color to give to 
teams as they begin. Hide the rest of the 
clues based on the information on each 
and your library layout, with some of the 
bright-colored paper showing. Each trail 
of clues will lead clever sleuths to their 
hidden or misshelved book (don’t forget 
to shelve the “missing” books according to 
the clues!), and review their knowledge of 
the library and its use in the process. 

3. Explain to students that they will be 
library sleuths, following clues to find 
missing mystery books from the collec-
tion. Divide the class into four detective 
teams: red, yellow, green, and blue, and 
send them off to find their missing books!
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• Choose another mystery you think will be 
popular among your readers. Booktalk it 
and set up a waiting list. Some good titles 
in this genre: Any Cam Jansen title by Da-
vid Adler, any History Mystery title from 
Pleasant Company Publications, The Case of 
the Goblin Pearls by Laurence Yep, any Chet 
Gecko title by Bruce Hale, The Talking T-Rex 
by Ron Roy, The Mystery of Gumbo Limbo by 
Jean Craighead George, The Ghost Sitter by 
Peni R. Griffin, etc.

Zino’s Science Fiction 

Genre:	Science	Fiction

Library	Topic:	Online	Research,		
Bibliography

• “I’m Zino. My science fiction books involve scien-
tific topics in fantasy worlds.” Start as before, 
showing Zino in the book and putting up his 
cutout and your Science Fiction definition.

• Share the characteristics of science fiction. 
Note that science fiction books are made-up 
stories that start from scientific knowledge 
or theory and ask, “What if . . .?” They are 
often set in the far past or far future. They 
can be funny or serious, often poking fun or 
criticizing human behavior. Look for space 
aliens, superheroes, time travel, mad scien-
tists, mutant creatures, strange mental pow-
ers, and so on.

• Show the science fiction book you used in 
the introduction. Use excerpts from it to 
demonstrate its science grounding, its funny 
or serious tone, and the unusual powers or 
conditions that result from applying fiction 
to scientific fact. 

• Ask: “If you wanted to find a science fiction 
book, where would you go? (Fiction section) 
How is that section arranged? (Alphabetical-
ly by author) How will you be able to tell the 
science fiction titles from the other fiction 
on the shelves?” Share these clues (show 
each that applies on your example book): 

1.  JF call number 

2. Science Fiction genre sticker (if used in 
your library)

3. Titles that mention space travel, robots, 
aliens, superheroes, super powers, etc. 

4. Cover art or illustrations that show other-
worldly or bizarre characters, space ships, 
superheroes, weird creatures, etc. 

5. Recognizable science fiction series like 
Star Wars, Star Trek, Magic Tree House, 
Magic School Bus, Franny K. Stein, etc. 
(NOTE: The Magic Tree House series 
offers an opportunity to explain that a 
book might have characteristics of more 
than one genre—in this case, usually  
historical fiction and science fiction.)

6. Inside cover description that mentions 
made-up worlds, alien or mutant  
creatures, time travel, superhuman  
powers, etc. 
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• Ask: “Besides browsing, how could you  
find a science fiction title in the library?”  
Demonstrate a catalog search, and pull a 
book you find this way. Show students how 
the clues apply.

• Explain that you’ll move to computer sta-
tions to find out about kids’ science fic-
tion books, and make a class list of recom-
mended science fiction titles. Form small 
groups; each will need an online computer. 
Have each group search for science fiction 
titles that sound interesting. They will use 
assigned, but not bookmarked (so they need 
to search for them), Web sites to find three 
titles they might like to read, and make 
bibliographic records according to your 
preferred format that include title, author, 
publisher, and year. Some suggested sites: 
Deschutes Public Library’s Book for Kids, 
www.dpls.lib.or.us/bridges/lists/books/
kids/page.asp?ID=235, Mount Lebanon 
Public Library; www.einetwork.net/ein/mt 
leb/booklistsuperheroes.htm (Easy Read-
ers, Older Fiction, or Classic Superheroes 
lists); County of Los Angeles Public Library 
Science Fiction for Kids, www.colapublib.
org/reading/children/sci-fi.html;  Sonoma 
County Library, www.sonomalibrary.org/
booklists/KidsScienceFiction.html; Los An-
geles Public Library, www.lapl.org/kid 
spath/books/genre/sci-fi.php; Hennepin 
County Library Kid Links Science Fiction, 
www.hclib.org/kids/books/booklistaction.
cfm?list_num=438. 

• Gather bibliographies, and ask for favorite 
science fiction titles students might want 
to add to the list. Compile the records into 
a recommended reading list in bookmark 
form to hand out next time. You might flag 
titles from the list that are in your collection 
and remind students that they can look for 
others at a public library.

• Choose another science fiction title you 
think your students will like. Finish with a 
booktalk, and set up a waiting list for the 
book. Some fun titles in this genre: Super-
hero graphic novels, any Magic Tree House 
title by Mary Pope Osborne, Whales on Stilts 
by M. T. Anderson, My Teacher is an Alien by 
Bruce Coville, Space Race by Sylvia Waugh, 
any Time Warp Trio title by Jon Scieszka, any 
Franny K. Stein title by Jim Benton, etc.

Henry’s Historical Fiction

Genre:	Historical	Fiction

Library	Topic:	Reference	Books

• “Hi, I’m Henry and I look after the historical fic-
tion books. My stories are set in historical times.” 
Show Henry in the book; put up his cutout 
and your Historical Fiction definition.

• Share the characteristics of historical fiction: 
Made-up stories set in the past that bring 
personal thoughts and feelings to real events 
and times gone by; carefully researched, ac-
curate details, true to the place and time.

• Show the historical fiction book you used 
in the introduction. Use excerpts from it 
to demonstrate setting, personal viewpoint, 
and authentic detail. 

• Ask: “If you wanted to find a historical  
fiction book, where would you go? (Fic-
tion section) How is that section arranged? 
(Alphabetically by author) How will you be 
able to tell historical fiction from the other 
fiction on the shelves?” Share these clues 
(show each on your example book): 

1. JF call number 

2. Historical Fiction genre sticker (if used in 
your library)

3. Titles that mention historical events or 
eras 

4. Cover art or illustrations that show cloth-
ing or items from an earlier time
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5. Recognizable historical fiction series 
like the Meet ____: An American Girl or 
American Girl History Mysteries (NOTE: 
The History Mysteries series provides 
another example of books that fit in more 
than one genre—mysteries and historical 
fiction.)

6. Inside cover description about everyday 
life or important events from earlier times 

7. Character names or dialog that sound old-
fashioned

• Ask: “Besides browsing, how could you find a 
historical fiction title in the library?”  Dem-
onstrate a catalog search (“United States 
Civil War Fiction”), and pull a book you find 
this way. Show students how the clues apply.

• Play Reference Book Bingo. A sample card 
can be found on page 21. Make shuffled 
variations at www.teach-nology.com/web_
tools/materials/bingo/5. Instead of calling 
out a reference book for kids to cross off 
their sheets, ask a question and have stu-
dents answer with the appropriate reference 

resource; then mark their sheets. Depend-
ing on time constraints, you can have them 
mark only one square per question, or mark 
all the “Dictionary” squares, for example, 
when you ask a dictionary question. Here 
are some sample questions; adapt as needed 
to suit the book you’ve chosen:

1. Your historical fiction book mentions a 
famous fire. Where would you go to learn 
more about it? (Encyclopedia)

2. You’re not sure where the town, which is 
the setting of the story, is located. Where 
could you look? (Atlas)

3. The main character keeps using a word 
you don’t know. What reference book 
would you use to find its meaning? 
(Dictionary)

4. Your book quotes a famous politician 
from history, who has lots of funny things 
to say. You’d like to read more. Where 
could you look? (Quotations)

5. The story refers to a mysteriously dark-
ened sky, and you wonder if it was an 
eclipse. You know the year was 1893.  
How could you find out if your theory  
is right? (Almanac)

6. You’re writing a book report on your  
historical fiction title, and you keep 
repeating the word “lasso.” Is there 
another word you could use that means 
the same thing? (Thesaurus)

• Choose another historical fiction title with 
kid-appeal. Present a short booktalk and set 
up a waiting list. Some excellent historical 
fiction titles: The Arrow over the Door by Jo-
seph Bruchac, The Watsons Go to Birmingham-
1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis, Fat Chance 
Claude or any of the Claude titles by Joan 
Lowery Nixon, First Painter by Kathryn Lasky, 
The Cats in Krasinski Square by Karen Hesse, 
Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco.
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Jack’s Folklore

Genre:	Folklore

Library	Topic:	Nonprint	Resources

• “My name is Jack and I watch over several kinds of 
books in the folk literature genre. You’ll find magic, 
talking animals and make-believe worlds when you 
read my fairy tales, folktales, myths, fables, and 
legends.” Show Jack in the book; put up his 
cutout and your Folklore definition.

• Share the characteristics of folk literature: 
it contains made-up stories that use fantasy 
elements or exaggeration to share cultural 
values. Folk literature might teach a moral 
lesson, explain mysteries in nature, or pass on 
customs and traditions. 

• Show the folk title you used in the introduc-
tion. Use excerpts from it as examples of fan-
tasy elements, exaggeration, moral lessons, or 
explanations of nature’s mysteries. 

• Ask: “If you wanted to find a book in this 
genre, where would you look? (Several plac-
es! Fiction section, picture books, nonfiction 
section in mythology’s 292.1 or folklore’s 
398.2) Why so many places? (Because while 
folk literature is “made up” like fiction, it 
teaches us so much about how people live 
that it has informational, nonfiction value, 
too. Also, many beautiful picture book ver-
sions of folk literature have been made that 
we want available to people browsing in pic-
ture books.) How can you tell folktales, fairy 
tales, myths, fables, or legends from other 
books on the same shelves?” Share these clues 
(show each on your example book): 

1. JF, JP, 292.1, or 398.2 call number 

2. Fantasy or fairytale genre sticker (if used in 
your library)

3. Familiar fairytale titles (Sleeping Beauty, 
The Ugly Duckling); titles that mention 
the subjects of legend, myth, or tall tales 
(King Arthur, Aphrodite, Davy Crockett), 

titles that name famous animal tricksters 
like Anansi or evil witches like Baba Yaga; 
or titles that suggest “Why” or “How” some-
thing in nature is as it is (Why Sun and 
Moon Live in the Sky, How Rabbit Got His 
Tail)

4. Cover art or illustrations that show magic 
events, animals acting like people, or ele-
ments of nature like sun, moon, or ocean 
as characters

5. Inside cover description about magical 
events, made-up worlds, talking animals, 
larger-than-life deeds, or learning moral 
lessons

6. Traditional folk formulas: repetition of 
words or phrases, beginnings like “once 
upon a time” or “long ago and far away,” or 
endings like “happily ever after” or “that’s 
the end of that.”  

• Ask: “Besides browsing, how could you find 
a folk literature title in the library?”  Demon-
strate a catalog search, perhaps “myths” or 
“tall tales,” and pull a book you find this way. 
Show students how the clues apply.

• Introduce a variety of nonprint resources. 
Show several different kinds of print materi-
als from your collection—a book, newspa-
per, magazine, reference book, etc. Ask why 
these items are all called “print” resources. 
(They all communicate using printed words 
on pages.) Ask if students can guess what 
“nonprint” resources might be. Show several 
nonprint titles, preferably related to folk lit-
erature. You might choose a video version of 
a classic legend, an audio book of a fairytale, 
a music CD, an interactive software program, 
or a Web site. Show where these resources 
are located in your media center, and how to 
identify them in the catalog. If you have time, 
show a short video from the genre. The title 
story from the Between the Lions Pecos Bill 
Cleans up the West episode is a fun choice.   
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• Choose a different folk literature title you 
think your students will like. Give a short 
booktalk; set up a waiting list. A sampling of 
great titles: Swamp Angel by Anne Isaacs, Silly 
and Sillier: Read-Aloud Tales from around the 
World by Judy Sierra, The Snow Queen by Hans 
Christian Andersen and adapted by Naomi 
Lewis, Why the Sun and the Moon Live in the 
Sky by Elphinstone Dayrell, Hold up the Sky: 
And other Native American Tales from Texas and 
the Southern Plains by Jane Louise Curry, King 
Midas: The Golden Touch by Demi.  

Hink Pink’s Poetry 

Genre:	Poetry

Library	Topic:	Creative	Dramatics

• “. . . I’m Hink Pink and I tend to the poetry. My 
books have rhythm and rhyme.”  Show Hink 
Pink in the book; put up his cutout and your 
Poetry definition.

• Share the characteristics of poetry: creative 
use of words to express experience, emo-
tion, or imagination; structured in lines and 
stanzas instead of sentences and paragraphs; 
sometimes in rhyme and with obvious 
rhythm; can be funny or serious, personal or 
universal, intense or nonsense.

• Show the poetry title you used in the intro-
duction. Use excerpts from it to demon-
strate different tones, creative expression, 
rhyming, and free verse. 

• Ask: “If you wanted to find a poetry book, 
where would you look? (Several places! 
Some fiction is written in verse; some non-
fiction as well, like Ruth Heller’s Up, up 
and away: A Book about Adverbs. The basic 
number for poetry in the Dewey Decimal 
classification system is 811.54.) Why so many 
places? (Because while poetry has its own de-
fining structure, it can be used to tell fiction 
stories or to share nonfiction information 
about subjects, from history to sports!) How 

can you tell poetry from other books on the 
same shelves?” Share these clues (show each 
on your example book): 

1. JF, JP, or 811.54 call number 

2. Poetry genre sticker (if used in your 
library)

3. Titles or inside cover text that includes 
words like “poetry,” “poems,” “verse,” or 
“rhyme.” Also telling are subgenre or for-
mula tags like “haiku” or “ballad.”

4. Text inside the book that is arranged in 
lines and stanzas, rather than paragraphs 

• Ask: “Besides browsing, how could you  
find poetry in the library?”  Demonstrate  
a catalog search, like “insects poetry,” and 
pull a book you find this way. Show how the 
clues apply.

• Enjoy some creative dramatics. Depending 
on time available you might demonstrate 
dramatic poetry reading yourself; enlist a 
pair of strong, expressive student readers to 
share a selection from Joyful Noise: Poems for 
Two Voices by Paul Fleischman; try some cho-
ral reading, or stage an impromptu reader’s 
theater of an appropriate title like The Tale of 
Custard the Dragon. 

• Choose another poetry title you think stu-
dents will like. Booktalk it; set up a waiting 
list. A few great choices: Any Shel Silverstein 
title, The Tale of Custard the Dragon by Ogden 
Nash, Touch the Poem by Arnold Adoff, any 
poetry anthology selected by Lee Bennett 
Hopkins, Joyful Noise: Poems for Two Voices by 
Paul Fleischman, Love that Dog by Sharon 
Creech, Song of the Water Boatman & other 
Pond Poems by Joyce Sidman, Up, up and 
away: A Book about Adverbs by Ruth Heller, 
Ballad of the Pirate Queens by Jane Yolen, any 
theme title by Douglas Florian, etc.
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The Seven Dudes in Review

• Reread Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes.

• Review each genre. Put up all the cutout  
figures and have students describe to you 
the defining characteristics of each genre. 

• Play a genre review with one or more of the 
following activities:

1. “Who’s the Storyteller Extraordinaire?” 
Can your students give Stella and Joe 
some competition? Assign teams of three 
to five students short sections from books 
in different genres to read and act out or 
“tell” in some way. Vote on the best story-
telling performance, and award that team 
king’s medals made of paper.

2. Based on circulation and buzz, choose 
several currently popular books from your 
collection. Show the books; read short 
excerpts from each that give hints as to 
their genres. Have students guess. Extend 
discussion to other current favorites and 

help students use the clues to identify 
them by genre. Try to include at least 
one popular title that fits in two or more 
genres.

3. Distribute the reproducible Genre 
Riddles Match-up on page 22 and have 
students complete it. Review the answers 
together.

4. Use the appended Joe Bright Jumps 
Genres resource sheet on pages 23–24 
to extend plot elements, characters, or 
themes from Joe Bright and the Seven Genre 
Dudes into each genre studied. Read each 
paragraph aloud and have students iden-
tify which genre Joe Bright belongs in now!

• Direct students to a display of your favorite 
books that includes a few representatives in 
each genre. Use bright-colored post-it notes 
to identify the genre or genres of each title. 
Invite students to check out these titles. 
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Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes

Patterns

Reggie
Nathaniel

Sherlock
Zino



14 Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes Library Lessons—© 2010 (UpstartBooks)

Jack

Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes

Patterns

Henry

Hink Pink
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Design a Book
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Genres Vocabulary Crossword Puzzle

Across

3. Suspenseful stories involving a puzzling event 
or crime to be solved

5. True events, facts, information

6. Type or style of story

7. Fantasy stories that express cultures

8. Creative expressions in verse or rhyme 

Down	

1. Made-up stories about the past (two words)

2. A kind of story that takes place in the present 
with characters involved in events that could 
actually take place(two words)

4. Made-up stories often set in space, the future, 
or an alternate universe, dimension, or world 
(two words)
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Nonfiction Books Worksheet

Learn	more	about	nonfiction—true	or	factual	books	about	anything	and	everything!

1. Where, in your school library, will you find nonfiction books?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

2. Imagine that a book in your library’s collection has this call number on the spine:

 B

	 Oba

 What kind of book is it, and who might be the subject?

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

3. What’s the name of the classification system that groups similar nonfiction books by giving them the 
same or similar numbers?  _____________________________________________________________

4. Choose a subject you’d like to know more about. Look it up in your library catalog and write its 
Dewey Decimal Classification number.  __________________________________________________

5. Make up a title for a pretend nonfiction book that would tell you more about that subject.

 ____________________________________________________________________________________

6. An acrostic is a word puzzle that can be read both up and down, and across.  The letters of a word, 
written up and down, are used in other words or phrases written from left to right, to create a mean-
ingful composition. Below is an acrostic puzzle based on the word “genre.” Make your own acrostic 
puzzle for “nonfiction.” 

G	et	

r	E	ading	

a	N	d	

discove	R	

th	E		world!	

	

	

	

	

	

N

O

N

F

I

C

T

I

O

N
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Library Sleuths: 
The Case of The Missing Mystery

Red	Robin’s	Detective	Agency

The evil substitute librarian is holding books for ransom! If you don’t prove you’re a savvy library user 
by finding yours during this class period, it’s no recess for a week! Can you rescue your book and your 
recess, too? The book you’re looking for is ___________________________________________ 
by ________________, and has a red cover.

Here’s the only clue the librarian will give you. Use it to begin your search and see where it takes you:

1. Go to the reference area and check out the “R” volume (“R” for “ransom,” “recess,” and “red!”)

2. The earth turns on its axis. Go to the geography tool that shows this motion.

3. I must admit, you’ve done well. Go find your book where I’ve cleverly hidden it in plain sight, mis-
shelved in the nonfiction books on religions of the world.

Yellow	Bellies,	Inc.,	Private	Detectives

The evil substitute librarian is holding books for ransom! If you don’t prove you’re a savvy library user 
by finding yours during this class period, it’s no recess for a week! Can you rescue your book and your 
recess, too? The book you’re looking for is ______________________________________  
by ________________, and has a yellow cover.

Here’s the only clue the librarian will give you. Use it to begin your search and see where it takes you:

1. Look where you’d go to return your borrowed library books.

2. Check out the biography section. Look for a biography of Abraham Lincoln.

3. You surprise me with your knowledge! Go find your book where I’ve cleverly hidden it in plain 
sight, misshelved with the atlases on the reference book shelves.
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Library Sleuths: 
The Case of The Missing Mystery

Green	&	Company,	Super	Sleuths

The evil substitute librarian is holding books for ransom! If you don’t prove you’re a savvy library user 
by finding yours during this class period, it’s no recess for a week! Can you rescue your book and your 
recess, too? The book you’re looking for is ______________________________________  
by ________________, and has a green cover.

Here’s the only clue the librarian will give you. Use it to begin your search and see where it takes you:

1. Where should this book be shelved? Go to the shelf markers closest to that spot.

2. Check inside the first magazine on display in the periodicals section (upper left). 

3. Curses! You may just foil my plan and find your book after all. Look for it where I’ve cleverly hid-
den it in plain sight, misshelved in the fiction books. Look for books with authors whose names start 
with “V.” 

Bethany	Blue’s	Detective	Divas

The evil substitute librarian is holding books for ransom! If you don’t prove you’re a skillful library user 
by finding yours during this class period, it’s no recess for a week! Can you rescue your book and your 
recess, too? The book you’re looking for is ______________________________________  
by ________________, and has a blue cover.

Here’s the only clue the librarian will give you. Use it to begin your search and see where it takes you:

1. Start your search where you go to check out books.

2. Proceed to where the catalog directs you to look for books on science experiments. Look up  
“science experiments” and go where the catalog directs you.

3. Could it be that you really are a skillful library user? One last test. Go find your book where I’ve  
cleverly hidden it in plain sight, as part of a “Mystery Books” display.
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Reference Book Bingo

Encyclopedia Thesaurus Quotations Thesaurus Encyclopedia

Atlas Dictionary Thesaurus Encyclopedia Almanac

Dictionary Atlas Dictionary Almanac Encyclopedia

Thesaurus Encyclopedia Almanac Quotations Atlas

Quotations Almanac Quotations Atlas Dictionary
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Genre Riddles Match-up

Write each genre in the appropriate blank to answer the riddle that defines or describes it. 

• Follow the clues to the end of the trail. What’s waiting? The answer! Clever sleuths never fail!  

________________________________

• Via rocket or time machine, you’ll travel far in this genre that takes you to your wishing star.  

_________________________________ 

• “Give me true-to-life stories, now that’s my conviction! I find bits of myself in 

_________________________________.”

• Fairy tales and legends, tall tales and fables bring us stories of witches and knights of round tables.   

_________________________________

• “I need info,” you say as you head for the stacks. “There’s no time for make-believe, just give me  

the facts!”  _______________________

•  “Was it like that back then? Could it really have been?” Though pretend, this is almost like  

“remember when.”  _______________________

• All of these clues are examples of me. When rewritten in verse lines, they’re all  

_________________________________. 

REALISTIC	FICTION	 	 POETRY	 	 SCIENCE	FICTION	 MYSTERIES	

HISTORICAL	FICTION		 NONFICTION	 FOLK	LITERATURE
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Joe Bright Jumps Genres

Share these paragraphs with students to extend plot elements, characters, or themes from Joe Bright and 
the Seven Genre Dudes into each genre studied. Read them aloud and have students tell you which genre 
Joe Bright belongs in now!

FOLK LITERATURE 

(Use first paragraphs of Joe Bright, from “Far, far away in a storybook kingdom . . .” to “You, Stella, are a 
great story tella!”

NONFICTION

Long before he became famous as part of the king’s celebrity storytelling duo “Bright Stars,” Joe Bright 
was a lonely boy growing up in a remote corner of the Forest. With no children around him, his only 
friends were the animals. With no money for toys, he made do creating boats from leaves to float on the 
pond near his hut. He imagined sailing away in them to faraway, exciting places. His greatest pleasure 
was a weekly trip to the Forest Glen Trading Center. The trip took all day, but Joe didn’t mind. While his 
father shopped for supplies, Joe passed the time at the Forest Library, happily reading. He read every-
thing—biography, fantasy, mysteries, science fiction, nonfiction. Every week, when his father picked him 
up, Joe had to be reminded not to borrow more than he could carry on the long walk home! Back home, 
with his head full of stories he couldn’t keep inside, he began to tell those stories to anyone who would 
listen, which usually meant the chipmunks, rabbits, and squirrels. In all his dreaming of faraway, exciting 
places, Joe could never have imagined how far his love for stories would take him! 

SCIENCE FICTION

An exhausted Joe Bright fell asleep in the tent he thought was festival headquarters. But, as he would 
soon discover, this was no ordinary sleep. Joe found himself sinking through the floor and dropping, 
bed and all, into a strange lavender ocean, where he floated looking up at a yellow-orange sky. “My 
goodness,” thought Joe. “I don’t think I’m in the forest anymore! I believe I’ve moved through a time/
space portal to another planet! Yes—that ship heading my way doesn’t look anything like the boats  
we use on the forest lakes, and the creature steering it seems to have seven arms and one big eye!  
I certainly hope it likes stories . . . ”   

HISTORICAL FICTION

Author’s note: No one really knows when or how the Forest Library was established. But based on my 
research, here’s how I think it might have happened.

The year, 1184, was coming to a close. Bernadette would soon turn ten years old, and looked forward 
eagerly to her birthday. Bernadette didn’t always look forward to birthdays. Most years, money was tight 
and all she got was another book. She had quite an impressive collection of books, but she dreamed 
of a much more wonderful gift—a hunting pony with a jeweled saddle, fit for a princess. Still, this had 
been a good year. Her father, the king’s best huntsman, had led a bountiful hunt and the king was 
pleased with him. There was plenty of food on the table, and talk of a new house as a gift from the king 
for her father’s faithful service. Surely, this was the right time for her parents to give her the present 
she’d longed for as long as she could remember.   
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MYSTERY

Things were getting back to normal in the Forest. Joe and Stella had left in the royal coach and were 
performing to cheering crowds all over the kingdom. But back at the Forest Library, trouble was brew-
ing. Books were disappearing from the shelves. Not just those checked out to forest readers, but more. 
Each day the shelves were showing more bare spots where books should be. Where were they going? 
Who, or what, was making off with them? Everyone was worried. But it was Sherlock, of course, who felt 
responsible to search for clues and find the answer. He’d start by hiding in the stacks when the library 
closed that very evening. 

REALISTIC FICTION

When I was growing up, fairy tales like Joe Bright and the Seven Genre Dudes were my favorite stories.  
How I wished I lived in a magical place like the king’s forest! Instead, I lived with an ordinary family 
in an ordinary house on an ordinary street in an ordinary town. I had ordinary friends and we played 
ordinary games. I thought I’d never go to interesting places or have exciting adventures. But that was 
before I met my Uncle Carl. It was a summer I’ll never forget. Let me tell you about it. 

POETRY

Listen and you will know, my dears,  
The story of Stella and Joe.

The great storytellas were once normal fellas. 
Joe reads his books 
While vain Stella looks 
In her magical mirror that makes it quite clear 
She is not all alone in her claim to renown.

For all of her flair, there’s a rival out there. 
Humble Joe shares his tales a cappella. 

Well, that Stella gets jealous  
And casts evil spell-as. 
To silence this upstart, she’ll have to be quite smart!

But then, in the end, as we all know, my friend, 
Stella needn’t have worried.  
No! In the king hurried 
To make friends of the pair, claim their talents to share, 
And pronounce them a team of stars extraordinaire!

Now you have listened and know, my dears, 
The story of Stella and Joe.


