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Celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month 
(September 15–October 15) with a 
display or booklist highlighting great 
young adult fiction titles that feature 
Hispanic protagonists.

ALA celebrates National Library 
Card Sign-Up Month in September. 
Help your teens get connected 
to the library with activity and 
marketing ideas.
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Book Release: People  
Kill People by Ellen  
Hopkins comes out today. 
Hopkins tackles gun violence 
and white supremacy in  
this compelling and  
complex novel.

Challenge teens to  
see if they can best the 
Seattle Public Library’s 
book domino world 
record. Be ready for  
lots of cleanup!

September 2 marks  
the start of National 
Waffle Week. Celebrate 
with a pop-up waffle bar 
in the library (it could be 
an after-school snack later 
in the week).

Many nonprofits and 
institutions offer volunteer 
opportunities in honor of the 
September 11 National 
Day of Service and 
Remembrance. Spread the 
word about local opportunities 
or register one at your library.

STEAM Activity:  
September 12 is  
National Video Games 
Day. Host a video game 
making workshop using  
a site like Sploder and 
invite teens to test-play 
their peers’ games.

Happy National Rice 
Krispie Treat Day!  
Make treats to share with 
your teens. Opt for an  
on-a-stick version for 
fewer sticky fingers.

Book Release: The Dark 
Descent of Elizabeth 
Frankenstein by Kiersten 
White is a dark reimagining 
of the Frankenstein story by 
Mary Shelley.

Partner with a local 
4-H or YMCA to offer 
a free babysitting 
certification class for 
young entrepreneurs.

Engage teens with a 
Banned Book Club or 
discussion this week. Read 
a commonly banned 
or challenged YA book 
and help guide a discussion 
about it.

Encourage some 
throwback play with a 
walk-up Play-Doh station 
for World Play-Doh Day.

Kick off Banned Books 
Week with a display of 
commonly challenged and 
banned books.

Planning Day: Look 
ahead to November. Will 
your library participate as a 
NaNoWriMo site this year?

Help teens unwind  
during their first weeks 
of school with a drop-in 
puzzle table.
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ALA celebrates National Library 
Card Sign-Up Month in September. 
Help your teens get connected 
to the library with activity and 
marketing ideas.

In honor of National Piano 
Month, make a public keyboard 
(headphones optional) available 
for teens to play in a program 
room or teen area. 

Written by Laura Damon-Moore 
Follow @ Demco and @LauraDM08 on Twitter
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September is Hunger 
Action Month. Take  
a moment to assess  
how your library can 
support food-insecure 
youth and families in  
your community.

September is National 
Suicide Prevention 
Month. Does your local 
school district do anything in 
the way of a campaign? Find 
out how you can support 
their efforts, or check out 
resources and printables 
for your own.

Welcome teens to a new 
(school) year at the library 
with a special after-hours 
event just for them.

September is a great month 
to recruit teen volunteers. 
Host a volunteer orientation 
to onboard new and 
returning volunteers.

Take a moment today to 
write thank-you and wrap-
up notes to businesses, 
programmers and other 
partners who supported 
your library’s summer 
reading program.

In honor of National  
Kids Take Over the 
Kitchen Day, invite teens 
to experiment with their 
own edible concoctions. 
Tip: try a no-cook DIY “bar” 
with salsas, smoothies or 
trail mixes.

Take some time today  
to reach out to school  
year partners (teachers, 
school librarians, after-
school programs) to 
arrange for library visits  
or brochure distribution.

Put out colorful Post-it 
notes and markers for 
a Motivation Wall in 
celebration of National Day 
of Encouragement.

Host a journal-making 
workshop in honor of 
Dear Diary Day.

It’s National Miniature 
Golf Day. Turn your library 
into a mini golf course 
for a day.

GLSEN’s nationwide Ally 
Week falls at the end of 
September. It’s a good 
opportunity to talk with 
your local GSA to see how 
you, and the library, can 
work to support LGBTQ+ 
youth in your community.

It’s National Pepperoni 
Pizza Day. Celebrate with 
(what else?!) a pizza party, 
making sure to include 
veggie options for those 
who don’t eat meat.

Celebrate National Crush 
a Can Day today. Host a 
can-crushing party and 
let the teens vent and be 
silly with creative can-
crushing methods.

National Voter 
Registration Day is 
technically on September 25, 
but you can get a head  
start and spread the word 
to older teens about 
registering to vote.

Work with your teen group 
or other volunteers to put 
together a gently used 
Halloween Costume Swap.

On International  
Dot Day, put out a  
call for artwork created  
by youth for an art show  
at the library.

Today is National  
Ghost Hunting Day. 
Reach out to paranormal 
research groups in your 
area and invite them in  
for a presentation and 
Q&A session.

REGISTER
to VOTE
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