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Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog/.

Holiday

Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration

“There are a whole lot of things in this world of 
ours you haven’t started wondering about yet.”  
— Roald Dahl, James and the Giant Peach

By Matthew Winner  
Follow @Demco and @MatthewWinner on Twitter
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Sherri Duskey Rinker’s 
Birthday 
How many different 
construction vehicles can 
your students name? See 
if they can best the author 
of Goodnight, Goodnight, 
Construction Site!

National Play in the Sand Day 
Share The Sandcastle That 
Lola Built by Megan Maynor, 
illustrated by Kate Berube, a 
cumulative tale about a girl, 
some mermaid glass and a few 
unexpected friends.

National S’mores Day 
Love the favorite campfire treat? 
The Taste of Home site has “19 
New Ways to Make S’mores.”

National Watermelon Day 
Enjoy a slice of red, orange or 
even yellow watermelon, but 
watch out for the seeds!

Share A Bunch of Punctuation, poems 
selected by Lee Bennett Hopkins, 
illustrated by Serge Bloch, which hit 
shelves yesterday.

Happy Book Birthday to Meet 
Yasmin! by Saadia Faruqi, illustrated 
by Hatem Aly

National Lighthouse Day 
Share Hello Lighthouse by Caldecott 
winner Sophie Blackall, a beautiful 
book about a man who watches a 
lighthouse and raises a family.

National Wiggle Your  
Toes Day 
Kick off your shoes and wiggle 
your toes. It’s a silly kind of 
celebration, but we all could 
use a chance to wiggle a little 
stress away. (And kids will enjoy 
wiggling their toes, too!)

Friendship Day
Provide construction paper, 
markers, stickers, glue and other  
supplies in your makerspace for 
kids to make cards for friends. 

Back to School Month 
Share Back to School, Mallory by 
Laurie Friedman, illustrated by 
Tamara Schmitz, and ask kids, 
“What is your favorite thing 
about going back to school?”

Eileen Spinelli’s Birthday 
Enjoy one of Eileen’s original 
poems on her Poem of the 
Month page.

National Book Lovers Day  
Ask students to share their 
favorite books and what they 
love about them. And be sure 
to share your love for a favorite 
book, author or series in a post 
over social media today. 

Christian Robinson’s Birthday 
Did you know that the Caldecott 
Honor illustrator of Last Stop  
on Market Street also makes 
beautiful stop motion short 
films? Have a look!

National Relaxation Day 
Why not relax with a good book? 
Encourage your readers to pick  
a comfy spot anywhere in the  
room to read.

Happy Book Birthday to  
This Is My Eye: A New York Story  
by Neela Vaswani.

International Youth Day 
The UN dedicates today to 
celebrating young people’s 
contributions to conflict 
prevention and transformation,  
as well as inclusion, social justice, 
and sustainable peace. The UN 
Secretary-General shares more  
in this video.

Celebrate the theatrical debut  
of the 1939 masterpiece  
The Wizard of Oz by making an 
“Emerald City” display featuring 
books with green covers!

National Waffle Day 
Share the Lady Pancake &  
Sir French Toast series by  
Josh Funk, illustrated by  
Brendan Kearney, with your 
readers today. But be on the 
lookout for Baron von Waffle!

National Sandwich Month 
Have you ever made a sandwich 
so good, so unusual that it was 
worthy of being named after 
you? Challenge your students 
to come up with a winning 
sandwich, and display their ideas 
on a bulletin board decorated to 
look like a deli menu.

National Peach Month 
Check out Roald Dahl’s official 
site for fun activities related to 
James and the Giant Peach.

National Toasted 
Marshmallow Day 
Challenge your students to  
write an original story about  
the tasty campfire staple.

National Tooth Fairy Day 
Read aloud Pete the Cat and the Lost 
Tooth by James Dean.

Happy Book Birthday to A Big 
Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin.

Happy Book Birthday to  
Snow Pony and the Seven Miniature 
Ponies by Christian Trimmer, 
illustrated by Jessie Sima.

Martin Luther King, Jr. shared his  
“I Have a Dream” speech on the 
steps of the Lincoln Memorial on 
this day  in 1963. You can view  
video of the iconic speech here.

Little League Baseball Month 
Read Anybody’s Game: Kathryn 
Johnston, the First Girl to Play Little 
League Baseball by Heather Lang, 
illustrated by Cecilia Puglesi.

Lisa Yee’s Birthday 
Yee’s popular DC Super Hero 
Girls middle-grade series brings 
all of your favorite comic heroes 
together in the same super 
hero high school. Find out more 
about the series here.

National Aviation Day 
Celebrate and ignite the spirit 
of aviation with these “10 
Activities to Celebrate 
National Aviation Day.”

Women’s Equality Day 
Today commemorates the 
passage of the 19th Amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution, granting 
the right to vote to women.  
Here are a number of 
educational resources for 
observing Women’s Equality  
Day available here.

Family Fun Month 
As summer break is wrapping up, 
share Parents.com’s “10 Unique 
Family Activities” to celebrate 
spending quality time together.

Family Fun Month  |   Back to School Month  |  Little League Baseball Month  |  National Peach Month  |  National Sandwich Month

National Bad Poetry Day 
Not all bad poetry is awful. Not 
all awful poetry is bad. Case in 
point: this charming and devious 
poem from poet Jack Prelutsky 
entitled “Homework! Oh, 
Homework!”
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