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While listening to you 
read a story, have 
your child count how 
many times she hears 
a certain beginning 
sound on one page. 

Have your child write 
the letter J, for June.  
Ask her what other 
words start with J.

Ask your child to  
tell you words that 
rhyme with June.

Act out your child’s 
favorite story with 
stuffed animals.

Before reading a  
book together, help 
your child count the 
number of pages.

It’s National Gingerbread 
Day. Use graham 
crackers, frosting, 
and candy to create 
a summer-themed 
gingerbread house!

Hold up objects from 
around the house, and 
have your child tell you 
the beginning sound 
for each object.

Have your child use 
a spoon to transfer a 
plastic egg from one 
bowl to another.

While doing laundry, 
have your child sort  
the clothes by color  
or by type.

In honor of National 
Smile Power Day, tell 
each other stories 
about something that 
happened this week 
that made you smile.

It’s National Best 
Friends Day! Have  
your child draw  
a picture of her  
best friend. 

Tell your child a story 
about something 
surprising that 
happened.

On National Camera 
Day, go on a photo 
scavenger hunt together. 
Make a list of things to 
find while going for a 
walk, and take pictures of 
as many as you can find.

While grocery 
shopping, have your 
child add the number 
of fruits in the cart 
with the number of 
vegetables.

Read There Might  
Be Lobsters by  
Carolyn Crimi together.

Make play dough 
together using one  
part conditioner  
and two parts corn 
starch. Don’t forget  
the food coloring! 

Fill a clear glass  
with carbonated  
water. Drop in a few 
raisins, and watch  
what happens!

Make popcorn 
together, and count  
the pieces before  
you eat them. 

Fill up a large bowl with 
water. Collect small 
items, such as a crayon, 
a spoon, a rock, etc. 
Have your child guess 
whether they will sink or 
float. Then find out! 

Ask your child to  
tell you a story  
about his favorite 
animated character.

It’s National Seashell 
Day. Read Seashells 
by the Seashore by 
Marianne Berkes. 

On Paul Bunyan Day, 
read Paul Bunyan by 
Steven Kellogg.

Play a game of musical 
chairs, but use pillows 
instead of chairs. 

Play an upbeat  
song and make up  
a dance together.

Talk about the sounds 
you hear at different 
times of day. What 
sounds do you hear in 
the morning that you 
don’t hear at night?

Have your child write 
the word for her 
favorite color on a 
piece of white paper. 
Then, have her use 
crayons to decorate 
the page in that color.

While making dinner, 
have your child search 
for a certain word, such 
as “boil,” on a recipe or 
package instructions.

Read How Big Is a Pig? 
by Clare Beaton.

Ask your child if  
he can think of any 
words that rhyme  
with his first name.

Ask your child to  
sing his favorite song. 
Then, sing your favorite 
song to him.

Help your child get ready to learn to read!

Each day features a fun activity that will help your child 
build pre-reading skills. Activities are color-coded by skill. 
Ask your children’s librarian for more ideas on how to 
promote early literacy skills with daily activities at home. 


