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Bold pink text indicates a live 
link. Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit ideas.
demco.com/category/blog.

“The sea, the sea, the sea. It rolled and rolled 
and called to me. Come in, it said, come in.”  
— Sharon Creech, The Wanderer
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Independence Day 

Happy book birthday to  
Our Story Begins: Children’s Authors 
and Illustrators Share Fun, Inspiring, 
and Occasionally Ridiculous Things 
They Wrote and Drew as Kids, edited 
by Elissa Brent Weissman

Stay Out of the Sun Day 
Share sun safety tips with kids: 
be sure to stay hydrated, use 
sunblock, and find cool shade 
during the beautiful days of 
summer sunshine.

World UFO Day 
Today commemorates the 
Roswell UFO incident.  
Read aloud Your Alien by  
Tammi Sauer and Goro Fujita.

Happy book birthday  
to Freckleface Strawberry:  
Monster Time! by Julianne Moore 
and LeUyen Pham. 

National Sugar Cookie Day 
Have kids help you decorate 
sugar cookies with icing and 
piping gel. 

Happy book birthday to The 
Scariest Book Ever by Bob Shea. 

Happy book birthday to  
Wordplay by Adam Lehrhaupt  
and Jared Chapman. 

World Emoji Day 
Check out Emojipedia  
for emojis of every kind, 
including the newest ones. 
Which ones are kids’ favorites? 

Amelia Earhart’s Birthday 
Share this mini biography for 
an overview of Earhart’s life. 

National Ice Cream Day 
July is a month of tasty 
celebrations. Read aloud  
Ice Cream Summer by  
Peter Sís (and serve up some  
ice cream sandwiches!) 

Parents’ Day 
Todd Parr’s The Family Book is 
a great choice for celebrating 
parents and families of all kinds.

National Cheesecake Day  
Try making one of 80 enticing 
cheesecake recipes.

J.K. Rowling’s Birthday 
On pottermore.com, kids can 
discover which house the Sorting 
Hat chooses for them!

Teddy Bear Picnic Day 
Tell kids to bring their favorite 
teddy bear or stuffed plush 
friend for a picnic! Keep an eye 
on the food as you read The 
Bear Ate Your Sandwich by Julia 
Sarcone-Roach to your guests.

National Blueberry Month  |  National Picnic Month  |  National Ice Cream Month  |  National Park and Recreation Month
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“The sea, the sea, the sea. It rolled and rolled 
and called to me. Come in, it said, come in.”  
— Sharon Creech, The Wanderer

Written by Matthew Winner  
Follow Matthew on Twitter @MatthewWinner
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Canada Day  
Our friends to the north are 
celebrating the signing of their 
Constitution Act. Learn more 
about Canada at National 
Geographic Kids.  

Newbery-winning poet  
Kwame Alexander is the  
2017 National Summer  
Reading Champion! Check 
out Kwame’s recommended 
summer reading list to kick  
off your summer. 

Macaroni Day  
Make the most colorful (and 
tasty) rainbow macaroni  
and cheese to share with kids! 

National Picnic Month 
Invite families for a potluck  
picnic at your library.

Brian Selznick’s Birthday 
Have kids read along with  
the audiobook performance  
of The Invention of Hugo Cabret  
for a unique and immersive 
reading experience.

International Puzzle Day 
Puzzles are a great rainy day—or 
any day—activity. Invite families 
to a puzzle day at your library.

Ekua Holmes’ Birthday  
Enjoy the beautiful collage 
work Holmes created for Out of 
Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets 
by Kwame Alexander.

National Park and  
Recreation Month  
Check with your local city or  
county information center to find 
out what parks are near you and 
then Get Your Play On! 

National Day of the Cowboy 
Read Every Cowgirl Needs a Horse 
by Rebecca Janni or Tornado Slim 
and the Magic Cowboy Hat by 
Bryan Langdo.

Sharon Creech’s Birthday 
Read aloud an excerpt from 
Creech’s Love That Dog, a novel 
written in free verse poetry.

National Blueberry Month 
Read Robert McCloskey’s classic 
Blueberries for Sal, then paint 
pictures using blueberry juice: 
smash a half cup of blueberries 
in a cup of water and then strain 
the liquid. (Line surfaces with 
newspapers first.)

Jon J Muth’s Birthday 
Tell kids, “Imagine your  
stuffed toys went on a great 
motor race through the 
countryside.” Then read aloud 
Mama Lion Wins the Race, Muth’s 
newest picture book. 

International Chess Day 
Learn and play chess with kids 
around the world. 

Hold a movie day at your library, 
complete with refreshments. 
Screen movies based on kids’ 
books, such as Harriet the Spy or 
Charlotte’s Web. 

National Ice Cream Month 
Ask kids, “If you could invent any 
flavor of ice cream, what would 
it be? What would be in it? What 
would you name it?” 

Encourage kids to set summer 
reading goals and challenge 
themselves by reading a new genre.

National Blueberry Month  |  National Picnic Month  |  National Ice Cream Month  |  National Park and Recreation Month

Gummi Worm Day  
Enjoy some worms fresh from 
the dirt by making a batch of dirt 
pudding with kids! It’s easy to 
make and no baking is required. 
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