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National Recreation and Parks Month
• Plan a family picnic or read-in at a local park.
• Organize a park cleanup day.

National Grilling Month
• Display popular grilling cookbooks.
• Host a class on grill maintenance and care.

National Tom Sawyer Days
• Read Twain’s classic as a community.
• Hold a fence painting or frog long-jump contest.

Bold purple text 
indicates a live link. 
Click on the links 
to discover more 
information. For  
more programming 
ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/
category/blog/.
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Invite patrons to share their stamp  
collections or teach them how 
to start one for National U.S. 
Postage Stamp Day. 

Host a book and food program 
in which participants create 
dishes inspired by or found in 
popular fiction titles. Book talk the 
books and other great read-alikes 
while sharing the recipes and 
taste-testing. 

Plan a craft or community 
scavenger hunt for National 
Father-Daughter Take a 
Walk Day.

National Workaholics Day: 
Help workaholics fight fatigue 
with a beginner’s yoga class  
or a relaxing craft like mandala 
stone painting. 

Decorate the library for the Fourth 
with a Literary Tour of the 
United States book display and 
colorful paper stars. 

Invite an expert to speak  
on maintenance and repair 
on Air Conditioning 
Appreciation Day.  

German novelist, Franz Kafka, 
was born on this day in 1883. 
Host a book discussion on  
The Metamorphosis.

Invite your local hardware  
store to the library for a series 
of DIY classes like the Mentor 
Public Library’s “Lowe’s in  
the Library” events. 

In 1789, Parisian revolutionaries 
stormed the Bastille in Paris, 
signaling the beginning of the 
French Revolution. 

Embrace Your Geekness 
Day: Encourage your 
community to proudly wear 
their geekdom with pride. 
Host a geek meetup, costume 
contest, or fandom marathon. 
#getyourgeekon

John Lennon met Paul 
McCartney on this day in 1957. 
Show the 1964 film A Hard Day’s 
Night or hold a Beatles-themed 
“Name That Tune” event.

“Our life is frittered away by detail...
simplify, simplify.” 
 — Henry David Thoreau, born 
on this day in 1817 

National Simplicity Day: 
Discuss decluttering and 
simplifying with a conversation 
on Marie Kondo’s The Life-
Changing Magic of Tidying Up.

Invite your crafters to  
create with alcohol ink. 

Enjoy a retro family drive-in 
movie night inside or under 
the stars. Have parents help 
kids create “cars,” then sit back 
and enjoy the show at a fun 
“staycation” event. 

Create a western display for 
National Day of the Cowboy.

Host a poetry reading in 
remembrance of best-selling 
author James Whitcomb Riley’s 
passing in 1916.

National Dance Day:  
Host dance lessons or a  
Zumba class to encourage  
healthy living through dance. 

American novelist, short story 
writer, and journalist Ernest 
Hemingway was born on 
this day in 1899. Discuss his 
short stories with this helpful 
reading guide. 

World Nature Conservation 
Day: Teach households about 
recycling options in your 
community and provide easy 
tips for energy efficiency. 

International Chess Day: 
Host a tournament or  
playing workshop. 

Moon Day: Commemorate  
the Apollo 11 moon landing 
on July 20, 1969, with a space-
race book display.

Commemorate the Korean  
War ending with the signing  
of an armistice by U.S. and 
Korean delegates in 1953  
with a book display. Show 
the 1970 film MASH, starring 
Donald Sutherland. 

The first women’s rights 
convention was held at  
Seneca Falls, New York, in 1848. 
Show Iron Jawed Angels or 
Suffragette, and discuss the 
Women’s Rights Movement  
of the early 20th century.

“I wanted to change the world.  
But I have found that the only  
thing one can be sure of changing 
is oneself.” — Aldous Huxley, 
born on this day in 1894 

Host a movie marathon or film 
discussion in celebration of  
director Stanley Kubrick, born 
on this day in 1928. 

Nelson Mandela Day:  
This day is a global call to  
action to change the world 
around you in celebration of 
Nelson Mandela’s life. Host a 
volunteer fair or watch Invictus. 

Help parents with the  
back-to-school rush with  
helpful tips on getting 
organized and preparing  
their students to succeed. 

National Tattoo Day: 
Photograph and create a 
display of patron tattoos or 
have local tattoo artists display 
their artwork. #tattoodesign

Host a Disney movie marathon 
to celebrate the opening 
of Disneyland in 1955. 
#whenyouwishuponastar 

             Tell an Old Joke Day: 
Post jokes all around the library 
and have your patrons share 
their favorites.

Fresh Spinach Day: Offer a 
foodie program celebrating 
recipes that include fresh 
spinach. Have a master 
gardener share how to raise 
and care for spinach plants, or 
show Popeye, the 1980 film 
starring Robin Williams. 

             Parent’s Day: Give 
parents a break with a library 
date night, including fun book 
scavenger hunts and activities 
to keep the kids busy. 

             National Paperback 
Book Day: Hold a selfie photo 
contest of patrons reading 
in the community by having 
them tag your library.  

             “The Shadow” premiered 
in 1930 and became a popular 
radio program. Help patrons create 
their own radio theater with old 
scripts and sound effects. 

In 1973, the Bahamas gained 
its independence after 250 
years as a British Crown Colony. 

American artist James 
Whistler was born in 1834. 
Whistler is best known for his 
portrait Whistler’s Mother. 

National Give Something 
Away Day: Host a book or  
hobby swap.

Dutch painter Rembrandt  
van Rijn was born on this  
day in 1606. Paint self-portraits  
or study the works of Dutch 
Baroque masters. 
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