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Collaborative Summer Reading Program
• Build a Better World: Explore activities on Upstart’s Pinterest Boards. 
• Help teens explore their artistic side, create through experimentation  

and become more active members in their community.

Gay Pride Month
• Create a book display. 
• Invite the local Gay-Straight Alliance to host a group activity.

Written by Emily Ellis. 
Follow Emily on Twitter @gnomegrlem.
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Spotlight innovation 
and creativity at a 
PechaKucha-inspired 
event. Give 5 teens 5 
minutes each to present a 
program idea and let the 
winner host their program.

After Hours Event: Kick 
back, relax, and have a 
magical good time with an 
interactive Harry Potter 
viewing experience. 

Mobilize your teens to 
spread kindness, hope,  
and literacy by researching 
and Twitter-bombing 
positive quotes. 

Movie Release: Wonder 
Woman. An Amazon 
princess leaves her island 
home to explore the world 
and becomes one of the 
world’s greatest heroes. 
#DC #wonderwoman 
#superheroes

STEM Fun: Combine literacy 
skills with STEM concepts by 
building a character a  
“tiny house.” 

Big Book Release:  
Once and For All by  
Sarah Dessen 

World Environment 
Day: Organize a “Bike to 
the Library” day and host 
a discussion about climate 
change at your library.

Alcohol Ink Art: Explore 
abstract expressionism 
with your teens and create 
with alcohol ink. 

Every teen needs a little 
flare. Have fun with 
button making!

Explore the history of 
graphic design and use 
free programs like Canva 
and Glogster to make 
posters for local charities 
and volunteer services 
with your teens. 

Passive Program: 
Encourage teens to 
share with whiteboard 
testimonials. 

Help your teen group 
coordinate a “Food  
for Fines” drive for  
a local pantry. 

Books and Board Games: 
Help your teens enhance 
debating skills with 
Superfight: A game of 
absurd arguments and 
book talk Injustice: Gods 
Among Us by Tom Taylor and 
other graphic novels.

Help prepare your teens  
for the “real” world with 
Adult 101 classes. 

Passive Program: Pair  
a fun game of “the floor 
is lava” with a tour of  
the library—finish for  
a candy prize! 

Have teens too nervous  
to join in at programs? 
Host a coloring, cartoons, 
and candy afternoon  
to introduce them to 
library fun.

STEM Fun: Patience is 
key but creativity abounds 
with domino toppling. 

“Graffiti is all about words. 
And words matter.”  
Help your teens express 
themselves through 
graffiti art. 

Create a community 
quilt without the sewing. 

Camera Day: In 
celebration of Camera 
Day, host a 30-day 
photo challenge on 
Instagram. #cameraday 
#librariesofinstagram 
#photooftheday

National Selfie Day: Turn 
“selfie” day into “shelfie” day 
and encourage teens to share 
their favorite summer reads 
and tag your library. #shelfie 
#booknerd #bookstagram

Get to know your teens with 
a fun game that will also get 
them moving. 

Book Display: Create a 
display of teen fiction that 
features characters who 
inspire social change. 

Big Book Release:  
Now I Rise (The Conqueror’s 
Saga #2) by Kiersten White 

It’s both a craft and a 
game! Make DIY foosball 
boxes with your teens. 

Let your teens leave their 
mark on the library with 
decorated bookends.

Father’s Day: Get crafty 
and have a little fun with 
superhero Father’s Day 
cards. #fathersday

Recycle (and upcycle) 
plastic bottles into 
flowers and beads. 
#recycle #upcycle

Book Club: Celebrate 
Anne Frank’s birthday 
by reading The Diary 
of a Young Girl and 
discussing the strength 
and courage of this 
remarkable young woman. 

Teen Chef: Explore  
quick and easy meals 
your teens can make in  
the microwave.
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