
Holiday

Month/Week/Day/World Celebration

Birthday Celebration

“Winter is the time for comfort, 
for good food and warmth, for 
the touch of a friendly hand and 
for a talk beside the fire: it is the 
time for home.”  
— Edith Sitwell 
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Click on the links to discover 
more information. For more 
programming ideas, visit  
ideas.demco.com/category/blog/. 3
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Roof Over Your Head Day
Share the book Home  
by Carson Ellis. 

Human Rights Day
Share We Are All Born Free: 
The Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights in 
Pictures by Amnesty 
International to honor 
the anniversary of the 
signing of the UDHR. 

Write to a Friend Month
Have students write a letter to a 
friend or family member. Or try 
one of the kid-friendly ideas at 
http://writeshop.com/write-to-a-
friend-month/.

Read a New Book Month
Encourage students to find new 
books to read and enjoy along 
with their favorites throughout 
this month.

Pearl Harbor  
Remembrance Day
Help students in grades 3+ learn 
about the events that led to 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor by 
accessing Scholastic’s teaching 
guide at http://tinyurl.com/
hcpbvkn.

Happy book birthday to  
The Friend Ship by Kat Yeh, 
illustrated by Chuck Groenink.

Walt Disney’s Birthday
Celebrate the creator of Mickey 
Mouse and other iconic 
characters known worldwide 
by singing songs from your 
students’ favorite Disney movies 
or cartoons. Karaoke, anyone? 
http://tinyurl.com/hxmqtjq

National Cookie Day
Share some tasty cookies while 
reading “Cookies” from Frog and 
Toad Together by Arnold Lobel.

Boston Tea Party Anniversary
Watch this video from the History 
Channel about the Sons of 
Liberty and the Boston Tea Party: 
http://tinyurl.com/kemx5dg.

Bill of Rights Day
The Congress for Kids website 
at http://tinyurl.com/ygkeslx has 
links to 18 games and resources 
perfect for exploring the Bill of 
Rights with children.

Mary Azarian’s Birthday
Read aloud Snowflake Bentley, the 
Caldecott-winning story written 
by Jacqueline Briggs Martin 
and illustrated by Mary Azarian. 
Then watch this short film about 
Bentley: http://tinyurl.com/zhfcrl7.

Rosa Parks Day 
Read aloud Back of the Bus by 
Aaron Reynolds, illustrated by 
Floyd Cooper, and remember the 
acts of Rosa Parks and civil rights 
leaders of the 1950s and 60s. 

Sing along with children’s 
songwriter Emily Arrow and a 
story about a girl, her little red 
sled, and some surprising cargo. 
Go to http://tinyurl.com/j8wyuyg.

National Cocoa Day
The Hershey Company has a recipe 
for “Perfectly Chocolate” hot cocoa, 
along with variations that include 
citrus cocoa and Canadian cocoa. 
Check it out at http://tinyurl.com/
jr434yh, and have students read  
the book Cocoa (The Puppy Place) 
by Ellen Miles.

William Joyce’s Birthday
Visit theguardiansofchildhood 
books.com to learn more about 
the Gaurdians and their books. 

Hanukkah begins  
at sundown.
Read Chanukah Lights by  
Michael J. Rosen and Robert 
Sabuda, a beautiful pop-up  
book about the eight nights  
of Chanukah.

New Year’s Eve
Make a list of the 10 favorite 
books you read this year. Share 
with students when you return 
to school.

Read aloud Taro Gomi’s Presents 
Through the Window, a story 
about an overbusy Santa trying 
to save some time by tossing 
presents through the window. 

Rudyard Kipling’s Birthday
Show the 2016 movie version of 
The Jungle Book. 

Jerry Pinkney’s Birthday
Show Pinkney’s Caldecott-
winning wordless book,  
The Lion & The Mouse, to your 
readers and have someone tell 
the story in words as you show 
the illustrations.

Molly Bang’s Birthday
Read aloud Bang’s Yellow Ball, 
which is celebrating its 25th 
anniversary in print this year.

National Crossword  
Puzzle Day
Print crossword puzzles  
on a variety of topics at http://
tinyurl.com/jmpjx3j and share 
them with students. 

Card Playing Day
Check out these 10 kid-friendly 
card games from Today’s Parent: 
http://tinyurl.com/m7qjub3.

Read aloud Mother Bruce by Ryan 
T. Higgins, a story about a bear 
who finds himself raising a family 
of geese who refuse to fly south 
for the winter.

Happy book birthday to Dog Man 
Unleashed (Dog Man #2) by Dav 
Pilkey.

Safe Toy and Gift Month
Be on the lookout for the 
2016 “10 Worst Toys” list from 
W.A.T.C.H., the World Against 
Toys Causing Harm, Inc. 

Kwanzaa Begins
Read aloud Together for Kwanzaa  
by Juwanda G. Ford. 

Say hello to someone in a different 
language. Read aloud Say Hello! 
By Rachel Isadora, a book that 
celebrates the rich diversity 
evident in neighborhoods across 
the country.

Christmas
“I will honor Christmas in my heart, 
and try to keep it all the year.”  
— Charles Dickens,  
A Christmas Carol

Gingerbread House Day
Did you know that the National 
Gingerbread House Competition 
Display is hosted annually in 
Asheville, NC? Check it out at 
http://tinyurl.com/jahoptf, and 
hold your own gingerbread-
house-making program. 

Safe Toy and Gift Month     |     Read a New Book Month     |     Write to a Friend Month

Maple Syrup Day
Read aloud the classic 
Pancakes for Breakfast by 
Tomie dePaola.
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