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After reading a book 
out loud, have your 
child draw a picture  
of a character from  
the book. 

As you read a book 
together, point at the 
pictures and practice 
making the beginning 
sounds for the words.

It’s National Cake Day! 
Bake one together 
and talk about what 
happens to the 
ingredients as you  
mix the batter. 

Have your child trace 
her hand and use it to 
make a turkey drawing.

Show your child a 
picture of an object, 
then have him find 
another object that has 
the same beginning or 
ending sound.

Read Duck for 
President by Doreen 
Cronin, and talk 
about the presidential 
election.

It’s National Family 
Literacy Day. Snuggle 
up with your child and 
read a favorite book.

Have your child count 
how many steps it 
takes to get from one 
side of his bedroom to  
the other. 

Draw shapes on 
colored paper, cut 
them out, and create 
patterns with them.

It’s National Candy 
Day! Celebrate by 
creating artwork out of 
small candy pieces.

Throw a birthday party 
for Mickey Mouse! 
Invite all of your child’s 
stuffed animals.

Have your child tell you 
a story about her day.

Have your child use his 
finger to draw pictures 
in a layer of flour on 
the table.

Using the tune to  
a familiar song,  
make up a new song 
about autumn.

Help your child spell 
her name out of pieces 
of cereal.

Make sock puppets 
and put on a play. 

Make popcorn 
together. Talk about 
what makes the  
kernels pop.

Walk around your 
neighborhood and 
count how many 
triangles you see.

Look for rhyming words 
as you flip through a 
picture book.

Gather a pile of  
leaves and count them. 
Then, sort them by 
shape or color.

Tell each other about 
all of the things you are 
thankful for. 

It’s National Button 
Day! Use buttons to 
help your child solve 
simple addition and 
subtraction problems. 

Hold a dance party in 
the living room, making 
up new dances with 
each song.

Collect leaves and use 
paper and crayons to 
create leaf rubbings.

Read The Night Before 
Thanksgiving by 
Natasha Wing. 

Have your child go 
around the house 
finding objects that 
rhyme, such as sock 
and block. 

How many words can 
your child think of that 
rhyme with “fall”?

Sing a favorite song in 
an opera voice.

Create a tornado in 
a bottle using a clear 
plastic bottle, water, 
dishwashing liquid,  
and glitter.

Read Ten Thankful 
Turkeys by Angela 
Muse.

Help your child get ready to learn to read!

Each day features a fun activity that will help 
your child build pre-reading skills. Activities are 
color-coded by skill. Ask your children’s librarian 
for more ideas on how to promote early literacy 
skills with daily activities at home. 


