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Teen Read Week (October 9 – 15) Check out YALSA’s resources.
Bullying Prevention Awareness Month: Create a book display and invite a school counselor to host a program at your library for parents 
and kids about the signs of bullying, ways to deal with a bully, and ideas for introducing safe, positive places in your community. 
National Popcorn Poppin’ Month: Have a local popcorn shop in your community? Invite them to your library or media center for a 
program and share popcorn recipes. 
Cookie Month: Make no-bake cookies or cookies in a mug and host a blind cookie tasting for teens.

Written by Emily Ellis. 
Follow Emily on Twitter @gnomegrlem.
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World Vegetarian 
Day: Host a tasty food 
program that teaches 
teens how to make 
healthy, vegetarian 
snacks. 

International Observe 
the Moon Night: Invite 
a local astronomy group 
to bring telescopes to 
your library for late-night 
moongazing. 

World Smile Day: Create 
a photo booth in your 
library with fun props or 
photo challenges. Ask 
participants to share 
#worldsmileday and tag 
your library! 

World Teacher’s Day: 
Help your students create 
a tasty appreciation  
for teachers. 

Book Releases: The Black 
Key by Amy Ewing and 
Holding Up the Universe 
by Jennifer Niven

World Day of Bully 
Prevention: Challenge 
your teens to participate in 
the Kindness Game.

Books and Board 
Games: Book talk 
Pride and Prejudice or 
a fantastic Austen 
retelling and play the 
card game Marrying  
Mr. Darcy. 

Books and Board 
Games: Booktalk some 
great historical fiction. 
Discover the world of 
Splendor with your teens 
and become a merchant 
during the Renaissance. 

International Skeptics 
Day: Be a Mythbuster 
for a day in your library 
and offer a fun STEM 
initiative. 

Mad Hatter Day: Host 
a crazy hat contest at 
your school or library.  
National Poetry Day:  
Host a poetry writing 
contest or poetry slam to 
celebrate the teen poets in 
your community.

Moment of Frustration 
Day: Invite a counselor to 
share fun and healthy ways 
teens can deal with stress. 
Take a trip outdoors with 
your teens and shout out 
your frustrations—have fun 
being loud at the library!

Face Your Fears Day: 
Test the courage of your 
teen group in a Fear 
Factor program. 
Book Release: The 
Midnight Star (The Young 
Elites #3) by  
Marie Lu 

First day of Teen Read 
Week: Create a video with 
your Teen Advisory group 
listing the top 10 reasons 
teens should read for fun.

Make a Difference Day: 
Host a volunteer fair at 
your library with local 
organizations that offer 
volunteer opportunities  
or plan a homeschool 
service day 

Movie Release:  
A Monster Calls

Animation Day: Teach 
your teens about the 
history of animation by 
creating Thaumatropes. 

Books and Board 
Games: Host a Zombie 
Dice tournament to go 
with a lively discussion on 
zombie survival plans and 
a fun book display. 

Get Smart About 
Credit Day: Invite a 
financial expert to your 
library to teach teens 
the importance of 
establishing good 
credit.

Passive Program:  
Create a six-word 
memoirs wall with sticky 
notes and a bit of creativity 
from your teens. 

Evaluate Your Life  
Day: Create journals  
and journal jars with 
your teens to give them  
an outlet to express  
their emotions and  
share their dreams. 

Howl at the Moon 
Day: Create a display 
celebrating the majestic 
wolf and its mythical 
counterpart, the werewolf. 
Invite your local zoo to give a 
presentation on wolves and 
wolf conservation efforts.

Book Release: Gemina  
by Amie Kaufman and  
Jay Kristoff 

Punk for a Day Day: 
Create a display that 
celebrates the punk 
subculture. 

“A book...it’s a world all on 
its own too. A world made 
of words, where you live 
for a while.” 
Happy birthday Patrick 
Ness, born in 1971. 

History Lesson: Annie 
Edson Taylor took the first 
barrel ride down Niagara 
Falls on this day in 1901. 

Halloween: Invite local 
organizations to set up 
booths in your library for 
trick-or-treating. Host a 
costume contest, horror 
movie marathon or 
monster makeup class! 

Dictionary Day: Host 
an afterschool showing 
of Akeelah and the Bee, 
plan a mini homeschool 
spelling bee competition, 
or create a giant game of 
interactive Scrabble. 

Passive Program: 
Challenge your teens to 
break a world record.

National Candy Corn 
Day: Whip up a batch 
of White Chocolate 
Monster Munch Chex 
Mix with your teens. 

Cake Decorating 
Day: Host a cupcake 
decorating program 
or invite a professional to 
offer a cake decorating 
demonstration. 

Passive Program:  
Have teens create  
a “novel playlist”  
by selecting songs  
that represent their  
favorite book. 
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