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“We are comin’ down to story 
time when we come. Yee ha!”
The following picture books are great read-alouds 
that feature libraries:

• Amelia Bedelia, Bookworm by Herman Parish. 
Greenwillow, 2003.

• Beatrice Doesn’t Want To by Laura Joffe Numeroff. 
Candlewick, 2004.

• Beverly Billingsly Borrows a Book by Alexander 
Stadler. Harcourt, 2002.

• Book! Book! Book! by Deborah Bruss.  
Scholastic, 2001.

• The Boy Who Was Raised by Librarians by Carla D. 
Morris. Peachtree, 2007.

• D.W.’s Library Card by Marc Brown. Little, Brown, 
2001.

• Goin’ Someplace Special by Patricia McKissack. 
Atheneum, 2001.

• The Great Dewey Hunt by Toni Buzzeo.  
UpstartBooks, 2009.

• Hot City by Barbara Joosse. Philomel, 2004.

• I.Q. Goes to the Library by Mary Ann Fraser. 
Walker, 2003.

• Library Lion by Michelle Knudson.  
Candlewick, 2006.

• Library Mouse by Daniel Kirk. Abrams, 2007.

• Lola at the Library by Anna McQuinn.  
Charlesbridge, 2006.

• Maisy Goes to the Library by Lucy Cousins.  
Candlewick, 2005.

• Tomás and the Library Lady by Pat Mora.  
Knopf, 1997.

• We’re Going on a Book Hunt by Pat Miller.  
UpstartBooks, 2008.

• When the Library Lights Go Out by Megan McDon-
ald. Atheneum, 2005.

• Wild About Books by Judy Sierra. Knopf, 2004.

Comin’ Down to Story Time
Library story programs are one of the best ways to ensure that young children will grow up to be lifelong library 
users. This picture book reflects the variety of resources and methods I used in my fourteen years as a public 
children’s librarian to make for a lively, memorable story program. Consider using Comin’ Down to Story Time as a 
regular opening ritual to your story programs, and consider these all-time favorite titles and activities of mine as 
suggestions to fill your story programs with laughter, rhyme, music, and fun!
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“We will hear a funny story 
when we come. Ha! Ha!”
Getting kids giggling is a storytime highlight.  
Here are twenty of my all-time favorite humor  
picture books:

• Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very 
Bad Day by Judith Viorst. Atheneum, 1972.

• Bark, George by Jules Feiffer. HarperCollins, 1999.

• Bearsie Bear and the Surprise Sleepover Party by  
Bernard Waber. Houghton Mifflin, 1997.

• The Best Pet of All by David LaRochelle.  
Dutton, 2004.

• Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Willems. 
Hyperion, 2003.

• Froggy Gets Dressed by Jonathan London.  
Viking, 1992.

• Martha Speaks by Susan Meddaugh. Houghton 
Mifflin, 1992.

• Moira’s Birthday by Robert Munsch. Annick, 1987.

• My Little Sister Ate One Hare by Bill Grossman. 
Crown, 1996.

• Nathaniel Willy, Scared Silly by Judith Matthews 
and Fay Robinson. Bradbury, 1994.

• The New Adventures of Mother Goose by Bruce Lan-
sky. Meadowbrook, 1993.

• No, David by David Shannon. Scholastic, 1998.

• One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish by Dr. Seuss. 
Random House, 1960.

• Pssst by Adam Rex. Harcourt, 2007.

• The Stinky Cheese Man and Other Fairly Stupid Tales 
by Jon Scieszka. Viking, 1992.

• The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eu-
gene Trivizas. McElderry, 1993.

• Tops and Bottoms by Janet Stevens.  
Harcourt, 1995.

• The Web Files by Margie Palatini. Hyperion, 2001.

• What! Cried Granny: An Almost Bedtime Story by 
Kate Lum. Dial, 1999.

• Widget by Lynn Rossiter McFarland. FSG, 2001.

“We will say a nursery rhyme 
when we come. Mother Goose!”
My all-time favorite book of Mother Goose  
nursery rhymes is The Neighborhood Mother Goose by 
Nina Crews (Greenwillow, 2004). Here are some 
more great Mother Goose collections to use during 
storytime:

• The Arnold Lobel Book of Mother Goose by Arnold 
Lobel. Knopf, 1997.

• Babushka’s Mother Goose by Patricia Polacco. 
Philomel, 1995.

• Here Comes Mother Goose by Iona Opie and  
Rosemary Wells. Candlewick, 1999.

• The Moveable Mother Goose by Robert Sabuda. 
Simon & Schuster, 1999.

• Sylvia Long’s Mother Goose by Sylvia Long.  
Chronicle, 1999.

• Tomie DePaola’s Mother Goose by Tomie DePaola. 
Putnam, 1985.

“We will make a fingerplay 
when we come. Itsy Bitsy!”
“The Itsy Bitsy Spider” is a classic nursery rhyme with 
fingerplay, and can serve as a good introduction to 
other fingerplays.

The	Itsy	Bitsy	Spider
The Itsy Bitsy Spider went up the waterspout.

(Touch fingertips on both hands in a wrist-twisting  
upward motion)

Down came the rain and washed the spider out.

(Wiggle fingers of both hands in a downward motion)

Out came the sun and dried up all the rain,

(Hold hands in a circle shape overhead to represent  
the sun)

And the Itsy Bitsy Spider climbed up the spout again.

(Repeat first motions)

I also write a lot of fingerplays; this is my all-time  
favorite original fingerplay titled “Three Little 
Smelly Skunks.”



Three	Little	Smelly	Skunks
by Rob Reid

Three little smelly skunks  
(Hold up three fingers and then pinch nose on “smelly”)

Sleeping in their smelly bunks  
(Head on hands as if sleeping and then pinch nose  
on “smelly”)

Didn’t hear an owl sneak in. 

(Point to ear and shake head “no”)

A “whoo-whoo” woke them, quick as a wink!  
(Flap arms for owl wings)

They forgot to spray their stink!  
(Point to head and shake head “no”)

Now, there are two smelly skunks  
(Hold up two fingers and pinch nose on “smelly”)

Two little smelly skunks  
(Hold up three fingers and then pinch nose on “smelly”)

Sleeping in their smelly bunks  
(Head on hands as if sleeping and then pinch nose  
on “smelly”)

Didn’t hear a human sneak in.  
(Point to ear and shake head “no”)

A “gotcha” woke them, quick as a wink!  
(Mime “grabbing”)

They forgot to spray their stink!  
(Point to head and shake head “no”)

Now, there is one smelly skunk.  
Hold up one finger and pinch nose on “smelly”)

One little smelly skunk  
(Hold up one finger and then pinch nose on “smelly”)

Sleeping in its smelly bunk  
(Head on hands as if sleeping and then pinch nose  
on “smelly”)

Didn’t hear a dog sneak in.  
(Point to ear and shake head “no”)

A “Woof! Woof!” woke it, quick as a wink! 

It remembered to spray its stink!  
(Point to head and shake “yes”)

Now, there is one smelly dog! (Howl)

“We will sing a little song when 
we come. La! La!”
Use music during every single story program, even 
if you are not musically inclined. Play children’s 
music recordings as the children enter and leave the 
program area. Here is one of the many songs from 
my book, Storytime Slam (Upstart, 2006).

Old	MacDonald	Had	an	Owl

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O. 
And on this farm he had an Owl! E-I-E-I-O. 
With a “Whoo Whoo” here and a “Whoo-Whoo” there, 
Here a “Whoo,” there a “Whoo,” everywhere a 
“Whoo Whoo.” 
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O.

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O. 
And on this farm he had an Ogre! E-I-E-I-O. 
With an “Aargh Aargh” here and a “Aargh Aargh” 
there, 
Here an “Aargh,” there an “Aargh,” everywhere an 
“Aargh Aargh.” 
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A “Whoo Whoo” here and a “Whoo-Whoo” there, 
Here a “Whoo,” there a “Whoo,” everywhere a 
“Whoo Whoo.” 
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O.

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O. 
And on his farm he had an Octopus! E-I-E-I-O. 
With a “Hug Hug” here, and a “Hug Hug” there, 
Here a “Hug,” there a “Hug,” everywhere a “Hug Hug.” 
An “Aargh Aargh” here and a “Aargh Aargh” there, 
Here an “Aargh,” there an “Aargh,” everywhere an 
“Aargh Aargh.” 
A “Whoo Whoo” here and a “Whoo-Whoo” there, 
Here a “Whoo,” there a “Whoo,” everywhere a 
“Whoo Whoo.” 
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O.

Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O. 
And on his farm he had an Onion! E-I-E-I-O. 
With a “Waah Waah” here, and a “Waah Waah” there, 
Here a “Waah,” there a “Waah,” everywhere a  
“Waah Waah.” 
A “Hug Hug” here, and a “Hug Hug” there, 
Here a “Hug,” there a “Hug,” everywhere a  
“Hug Hug.” 
An “Aargh Aargh” here and a “Aargh Aargh” there, 
Here an “Aargh,” there an “Aargh,” everywhere an 
“Aargh Aargh.” 
A “Whoo Whoo” here and a “Whoo-Whoo” there, 
Here a “Whoo,” there a “Whoo,” everywhere a 
“Whoo Whoo.” 
Old MacDonald had a farm, E-I-E-I-O.

(Add other verses of things that begin with the letter ‘O.’)

“We will ‘Quack’ and we  
will ‘Moo’ when we come.  
Quack! Moo!”
Children love to participate with sound effects.  
Here are five fun picture books that beg children to 
make noise:

• Big City Song by Debora Pearson. Holiday House, 
2006.

• Dog’s Noisy Day by Emma Dodd. Dutton, 2003.

• Dooby Dooby Moo by Doreen Cronin.  
Atheneum, 2006.

• Puff-Puff, Chugga-Chugga by Christopher 
Wormell. McElderry, 2001.

• Webster J. Duck by Martin Waddell. Cadlewick, 2001.

“We will all join hands and 
move when we come.  
Skip to my Lou!”
Here’s a chance for the kids to get up and move 
around the story program area. The following 
children’s recordings feature the traditional song 
“Skip to My Lou.” 

• Family Dance by Dan Zanes. Festival Five, 2001.

• Nursery Rhymes and Good Ol’ Times by Dr. Jean. 
Jean Feldman, 2002.

• The Paw Paw Patch by Phil Rosenthal. American 
Melody, 1987.

• Pete Seeger’s Family Concert by Pete Seeger. Sony, 1992.

• Raffi Radio by Raffi. Troubadour, 1995.

• We All Live Together, Vol. 1 by Greg and Steve  
Millang. Youngheart Music, 1975.

• Wee Sing and Play by Pamela Beall and Susan 
Nipp. Price Stern Sloan, 1981.

• When the Rain Comes Down by Cathy Fink.  
Rounder, 1988.

• You Are My Sunshine by Elizabeth Mitchell. Last 
Affair, 2002.

“We will make a pretty picture 
when we come. Draw! Draw!”
There are hundreds of coloring books in print and 
coloring page web sites on the Internet. Simply type 
“coloring pages” in any search engine and you will 
find plenty to keep young readers occupied! For a 
library storytime scene, see page 8.



 Comin’ Down to Storytime Library Lessons—© 2009, Rob Reid (UpstartBooks) 7

“We might even get a treat 
when we come. Yum! Yum!”
Passing out snacks is optional and usually best if of-
fered only once in awhile. Remember to have fruit 
available for those who can’t have sugar. Be aware 
of foods that can cause allergic reactions, such as 
peanuts. Stickers and other small items also make 
wonderful treats for little ones.

“We will check out lots of books 
when we leave. Bye now!”
Create a display of other picture books that feature 
your story program theme, or just make a general 
display of good picture books. Tell the kids that 
these titles can be checked out, too. Picture books 
displayed face-out are usually the first to go.
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