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Make It Last: 
Choosing Colors, Fabrics & Finishes - Overview 
• Color  

•  Basic Color Schemes 
•  Tips for Selecting Colors 

• Upholstery/Fabrics  
•  Choosing colors and patterns 
•  Tips for selecting fabrics that will last 

•  Furniture Lifecycle 
•  How to get the most out of your investment 
•  Materials, product features, technology integration 

•  Finishing Touches 
•  Artwork, Lighting and more… 



Color Wheel 

•  Primary Colors: 
•  Red 
•  Yellow 
•  Blue 

•  Secondary Colors, 
formed by mixing the 
primary colors: 

•  Green 
•  Orange 
•  Violet 

•  Tertiary Colors, formed 
by mixing a primary 
and a secondary color: 

•  Yellow-orange 
•  Red-orange 
•  Red-Violet 
•  Blue-Violet 
•  Blue-Green 
•  Yellow-Green 



Color Variation 

•  Tints 
•  Tones 
•  Shades 



Color Harmony 

•  A planned 
combination of 
colors 

•  Typically based on 
the color wheel 

•  TIP: Harmonies 
create schemes that 
are pleasing to the 
eye 

•  Analogous 
•  Complementary 
•  Split complementary 
•  Triad 

triad 



Analogous 
Colors 

Analogous colors sit 
next to each other on 
the color wheel. 

Pictured: Blue,  
Blue-green, Green,       
Yellow-green scheme 



Complementary 
Colors 

Complementary colors 
are any two hues that sit 
opposite each other on 
the color wheel.  

TIP: When creating a 
complementary scheme, 
look beyond the primary 
colors. 

Pictured: Red-Orange & 
Blue-Green 



Split 
Complementary 

Split complementary is 
created with a base 
color and the two 
neighbors of its 
complementary color  



Triad 

Using any three colors 
equally spaced around 
the wheel is known as a 
triadic scheme. 

TIP: The best way to 
balance triadic colors is 
to select one dominant 
hue and use the 
remaining two for 
accent. 

Pictured: Red, Yellow 
and Blue 



60-30-10 Rule 

TIP: After choosing three 
shades, break them 
down into the 60-30-10 
rule for a cohesive look. 

•  60 percent dominant 
color  

•  30 percent 
secondary color  

•  10 percent accent 
color 



Questions? 



Choosing 
Fabrics 

Color and Pattern 

•  Choose one 
dominant/common 
color for all the 
patterned fabrics 

•  Add a little color 
contrast- note the 
orange and yellow 
accents – so it is not 
too monotonous  

•  Vary the scale – at 
most, one large, one 
medium and one 
small scale pattern in 
an area  



Choosing 
Fabrics 

Color and Pattern 

•  If there is a very 
large scale or 
dominant pattern in 
the flooring, choose 
smaller scale or solid 
fabrics to avoid a 
cluttered look 



Choosing 
Fabrics 

Maintenance and Wear 

•  Crypton Fabrics = 
stain resistance and 
excellent wear 

•  The fibers are 
permanently 
transformed with 
stain and microbial 
protection before 
they receive an 
integrated (non-
laminated) moisture 
barrier. 

•  Crypton fabrics are 
available from many 
manufacturers, in 
many colors and 
patterns 



Choosing 
Fabrics 
Maintenance and Wear 

Finishes to enhance 
performance: 
•  TEFLON® - soil and 

stain repellant 
•  NANO-TEX™ - resists 

spills 
•  ANTIMICROBIAL 

FINISH - inhibits the 
growth of bacteria, 
mildew, fungi and odor 

•  C-1™ PROTECTIVE 
COATING & C-1.5™ 
PROTECTIVE 
COATING -enhanced 
stain-resistance and 
easy cleaning 

•  Laminated FLUID 
BARRIERS - moisture 
barrier that is applied to 
the back of the fabric to 
resist the penetration of 
fluids into the furniture 
assembly 

NANO-TEX™  



Choosing 
Fabrics 
Durability – Resistance 
To Abrasion 

Abrasion  
The surface wear of a 
fabric caused by rubbing 
and contact with another 
fabric 

15,000 double rubs  

30,000 double rubs  

Double rubs exceeding 100,000 are not meaningful in 
providing additional value in use. Higher abrasion 
resistance does not necessarily indicate a significant 
extension of the service life of the fabric. 



Choosing 
Fabrics 

TIP: Another option is to 
choose a fabric back 
and vinyl seat on chairs 
to increase longevity 

Vinyl fabrics are        
anti-microbial and    
stain-resistant  



Overall 
Considerations 

Make It Last: 
•  Avoid the 

“Patchwork Quilt”  
need unifying 
elements, repetition 
for facility 
management 

•  Public spaces vs. 
employee/private 

•  Architectural 
finishes/colors vs. 
furniture finishes/
colors 

•  Neutrals = timeless 
•  Colors = (can be) 

trendy 

Multi-colored carpet has many hues that can be coordinated with 
for accents (such as the blue and green walls), the furniture, 
which will last a very long time is kept to neutral colors – wood 
tone, white and gray. 



Overall 
Considerations 

Make It Last: 
•  If budgets are limited 

(and when aren’t 
they?) use bold/
trendy colors in 
areas that can easily 
be changed out 

•  Casters on furniture  
•  Integrated power 

and technology 



Finishing 
Touches 

Details Bring It All 
Together 
•  Artwork, Signage 
•  Lighting 



Finishing 
Touches 

Extra Special Details  
•  Living Walls 
•  Mobiles 



Points to 
Remember  

•  Use a color harmony 
to create a pleasant, 
coordinated look 

•  Vary the scale of 
patterns 

•  Choose the 
appropriate abrasion 
resistance and 
performance finishes 
will increase the life 
of your fabrics 

•  Use neutral colors 
on items that will last 
a very long time 

•  Don’t forget to 
incorporate power 
and technology 

•  Finishing touches 
bring it all together 
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Upcoming Webinar 
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Presenter:   

     

Enriching Early Literacy Storytimes: Small Steps, Big Results 
April 2, 2014 
3:00 pm EST / 2:00 pm CST 
Sue McCleaf Nespeca – Kid Lit Plus Consulting 
Dr. Pam Schiller – Early Childhood Consultant 
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